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World

Ukraine election turmoi

leader attempted to ease fears he

might hinder a repeat of the fraud-rid-

den presidential runoff, pledging Mon-

day to honor the Supreme Court’s call
for a repeat vote.

Outgoing  President
Leonid Kuchma’s com-
ments, delivered at a
meeting of economic
ministers, were his
first public reaction to
Friday’s court decision.

“I am ready for
ther steps to ease the
absolutely baseless ten-
sion in society,” Kuch-
ma said. He proposed
parliament consider in-
troducing changes in
the electoral law and
the constitution, saying “I am ready to sign
them both in the session hall.”

Deadly mine explosion: An explosion at a
coal mine in central Kazakhstan that killed
23 people over the weekend was likely
caused by a methane blowout, according to
news reports.

The blast in Shakhtinsk, a town about 120
miles south of the capital Astana, occurred
early Sunday while 87 miners were in the
shaft.

Twenty-three miners died and three were
wounded, one seriously, the Emergencies
Agency said in a statement Monday.

A commission led by Energy Minister
Vladimir Shkolnik concluded that the blast
“occurred following a sudden outburst of
methane,” the Kazakhstan Today news
agency quoted Shkolnik as saying.

Controversial Kosovo election: Kosovo's
new prime minister assumed office Monday
despite repeated appeals from Serbia, which
accuses him of war crimes, for the United
Nations to prevent him coming to power.

Ramush Haradinaj, a former rebel com-
mander, shook hands with outgoing Prime
Minister Bajram Rexhepi as he moved into
the government offices.

UN. war crimes investigators recently
questioned him on his role during the prov-
ince’s 1998-1999 war between ethnic Alba-
nian separatists and Serb authorities, but no
charges have been brought.

He denies any involvement in war crimes.

North Korea nuclear weapons: The U.S.
envoy to six-nation talks on North Korea’s
nuclear weapons programs will visit South
Korea this week in efforts to revive the
stalled negotiations, officials said Monday.

Joseph DeTrani is scheduled to meet his
counterpart, Cho Tae-yong, chief of Seoul's
task force for the nuclear dispute, during a
two-day visit starting Wednesday.

The visit “is part of active cooperation that
the two countries have been devoting follow-
ing the South Korea-U.S. summit for the res-
olution of the North Korean nuclear issue,”
the Foreign Ministry said.

Army depot standoff: A French soldier
who locked himself in an explosives depot
and threatened to blow it up surrendered
Monday, ending a three-day standoff, the In-
terior Ministry sai

Officials said Regis Le Tohic, a 46-year-old

Church abuse settlement: A parishioner hugs Bishop Tod D. Brown after Mass on Sunday at

Holy Family Cathedral Church in Orange, Calif. Brown told paris|

oners he can finally sleep

through the night now that he has ended a long and at times bitter legal battle by agreeing to
the nation’s largest settlement for victims of sexual abuse by clergy. The $100 million
settlement, announced Thursday and expected to be finalized this week, will be paid by the

church and i

warrant officer and explosives expert, had
been angry about being forced to retire.

Le Tohic, who worked at the facility about
60 miles east of Paris, seized control of the
depot Friday, officials said.

Col. Patrick Chanliau, an army spokes-
‘man, said officials had found a letter outside
the depot from Le Tohic demanding that the
army reconsider his request for a promo-
tion that could have prolonged his career.

War on terrorism

Alleged plot against Allawi: Authorities
searched a building in Berlin on Monday
while investigating an alleged plot to attack
Iraqgi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi during
his visit last week.

A judge in Karlsruhe issued an official ar-
rest warrant Saturday for three Iragis ac-
cused of belonging to Ansar al-Islam, a group
that has mounted attacks on U.S. and allied
forces in Iraq since last year’s invasion.

They had been detained Friday after sur-
veillance investigators noticed increased ac-
tivity, phone calls and suspicious move-
ments suggesting they planned to attack Al-
lawi during his visit, prosecutors said.

States

Robert Blake murder trial: Opening state-
ments in actor Robert Blake’s murder trial
were delayed Monday for two weeks be-
cause of the theft of his defense attorney’s
computer.

Attorney M. Gerald Schwartzbach told
the court that he would need more time to
prepare because he lost materials in the
computer taken in a burglary from his
home.

Superior Court Judge Darlene Schempp
granted a delay until Dec. 20 and ques-
tioned jurors individually about what they
had heard about the case and whether it
would influence them during the trial. All of

insurers to 87 victims. “The victims will be fairly compensated and, at the
same time, our diocese will be able to continue our mi

ion of service,” he sai

them returned to their seats.

Mother in baby’s death: The
stepfather of a Plano, Texas, woman
charged with murder after allegedly sever-
ing her 10-month-old daughter’s arms said
he believes she was dangerously consumed
by a self-described prophet and his church.

Mick Macaulay said
he believes Dena Schlo-
sser was mentally ill
He added, however,
that he also thinks the
teachings of Doyle
Davldson played a role

“I don’t think there’s
any questlon that what
we saw happen here is
postpartum psychosis,”
Macaulay said. “But
that doesn’t mean there
aren’t dynamics
force to push the person toward the psychot-
ic break.”

Davidson says he’s had little interaction
with Dena since Schlosser and her husband
began attending his roughly 200-member
church in 2002.

Schlosser

Slain Utah wife: The family of a Utah mur-
der victim has removed her married sur-
name from her grave’s headstone after her
husband was charged with killing her and
dumping her body in a trash bin.

Lori Hacking’s family changed the head-
stone, which now reads “Lori Kay Soares”
— her maiden name.

Mark Hacking reported in July that his
27-year-old wife had failed to return from
an early morning jog, setting off extensive
searches by volunteers and police.

He later allegedly admitted to his broth-
ers he shot her as she slept and disposed of
her body in a trash bin. He has pleaded not
guilty to first-degree murder and his trial is
Set to begin April 18.
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Romania wants Marine suspected in accident

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

The Romanian government has
requested that a U.S. Marine re-
turn to Bucharest for questioning
in a Friday night auto accident
that killed a popular Romanian
musician.

Staff Sgt. Christopher R. Van-
Goethem, 31, commander of the
security detachment that guards
the U.S. embassy in Bucharest, is
suspected of crashing an embas-
sy-owned SUV into a taxi, killing
Teofil Peter, a veteran rock musi-
cian and producer, Romanian po-
lice said.

Breath tests indicated that Van-
Goethem had been drinking alco-
hol, Romanian police told The As-
sociated Press.

Car wreck killed country’s popular rock musician

VanGoethem, who was not in-
jured, was transported some time
after the accident to Marine Secu-
rity Group’s Company H head-
quarters in Frankfurt, Germany,
a Marine spokesman said on Mon-
day. The spokesman added that
VanGoethem was likely to return
to his battalion headquarters in
Quantico, Va.

But the Romanian Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement Sunday
that it had learned “with conster-
nation” that the Marine had left
the country and that it had asked
U.S. authorities to bring him back
and waive his diplomatic immuni-
ty so he could face justice.

The Marine spokesman, Maj.

Matthew Morgan of the 4th Ma-
rine Expeditionary Brigade of
Camp Lejeune, N.C., said the
Naval Criminal Investigative Ser-
vice is investigating the incident.
Morgan said that VanGoethem

not been charged with a
crime.

NCIS agents were scheduled to
arrive Tuesday in Bucharest, ac-
cording to a U.S. government offi-
cial in Bucharest, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The official said VanGoethem
“is entitled to certain immunities
under international law as an ac-
credited member of embassy
staff.” The official said he did not
know if VanGoethem was im-
mune from being prosecuted in
this case.

The official said that Romanian
police gave VanGoethem a
breath-analysis test. He added
that there was “some disagree-
ment between American and Ro-
manian authorities over who
would administer” a blood test.
The official said one was eventual-
ly administered and that U.S. au-
thorities took custody of the re-
sults.

U.S. Ambassador Jack Dyer
Crouch said Sunday that the em-
bassy regretted the incident, Ro-
manian state news agency Rom-
pres reported.

Crouch said the U.S. Marine
Corps will cooperate with Roma-
nian authorities in their investiga-
tion.

A decision on whether to hand
over the Marine to Romanian au-
thorities will be made after the
Romanian and NCIS investiga-
tions are complete, Crouch said.

Crouch spoke to Peter’s son ear-
lier Monday, expressing condo-
lences for the family’s loss, the
embassy said.

Peter’s death caused an out-
pouring of emotion in Romania.
In his native region of Transylva-
nia, radio stations played his
group’s music all night Saturday
in tribute.

Peter was riding in the passen-
ger seat of the taxi. The driver es-
caped with minor injuries.

Stars and Stripes reporte

SEhornauar s ine Actodiatod press
Someriouted to thie report.
E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

USAREUR
band makes
joyful noise
‘Winter Wonderland’
concert for families
of deployed troops

BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

SCHWETZINGEN, Germany
— The United States Army Eu-
rope Band and Chorus are warm-
ing up for their “Winter Wonder-
land” holiday concert series be-
ginning Wednesday.

They will present six holiday
shows in several cities across Ger-
many, as well as feature guest art-
ist Melissa  Fontaine, a
well-known American opera sing-
er and the wife of a USAREUR
band trumpet player.

Performances will be particu-
larly special for families with de-
ployed servicemembers, since
the show will follow a story line
full of singing, dancing and a lot
of holiday favorites centered
around deployments, according
to Lt. Col. Tom Palmatier, US-
AREUR Band and Chorus com-
mander.

The first half of the Winter
Wonderland show will primarily

JESSICA INIGO/Stars and Stripes

Sgt. Ryan Christianson practices holiday tunes on the bassoon during a
rehearsal at Thompkins Barracks in Schwetzingen, Germany, on Mon-
day. The USAREUR Band and Chorus will be perfoming the “Winter
Wonderland” performance especially for families with deployed service-
members, according to the commander.

Tompkins Barracks in Schwetzin-
gen on Monday. “There will be a
lot of old favorites, but also we
have some R&B pieces — the
Boyz II Men version — and some
other very new, contemporary,
pieces.”

Palmatier said the yearly holi-
day concert series is also impor-
tant for German-American rela-

tions.
“Most of the concert series is at-

by
E]eusbizmd lots and lots
with sev- | The Winter Wonderland concert series | of Germans,
eral solo |  Wednesday — Forum am Schlosspark in | great  be-
vocal Ludwigsburg at 8 p.m. cause  the
pieces. Thursday — Konzert und Kongresshalle | two cultures
The sec- | in Bamberg at 8 p.m. get a chance
ond half Sunday — Rhein-Neckar-Halle in Eppel- | to know each
of the | heimat 6 p.m. other better.
show Dec. 14 — Biirgerhaus in Bischofsheim | The  band
will at6pm. has  been
have the Dec. 15 — Brahmssaal in Karlsruhe at 8 | doing pro-
chorus p.m. .| grams that
singing, Dec. 16 — Congress Centrum in | help  pro-
props Pforzheim at 7 p.m. mote  this
and friendship

jancing.
Plus, there will also be music for
the Hanukkah season, he said.
“You can really expect some-
thing for all ages,” Palmatier said
during a rehearsal break on

for decades,” said Palmatier, who
is also receiving the Gold Medal
for Service award from the city of
Eppelheim during their concert
show Sunday after the intermis-
sion.

Inge Burck, who volunteers for
the Eppelheim mayor for Ameri-
can relation issues, said Palmati-
er is the first American to ever re-
ceive the award and he was nomi-
nated anonymously by more than
20 city council members.

“He was nominated for many
reasons, but the main reason is
that he promotes inter-cultural re-
lations in all aspects of his life
not only through his music,”
Burke said during a telephone in-
terview.

Throughout the past year, the
USAREUR Band and Chorus
have done 250 performances in
20 different countries, including
performing for the 60th Anniver-
sary of D-Day in Normandy,
France, and the Jazz Band play-
ing in a famous festival and put-
ting out their first CD.

After the concert series, the
chorus will be deploying to Iraq
over the holiday season and possi-
bly spending Christmas Day with
troops of the Big Red One, Pal-
matier said.

For more information on the
holiday conoerl series, call DSN
379-6146 civilian
06202-806146.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
E-mail Jessica Ini y

Wiesbaden soldier
on trial for murder

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY
Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany — A
Wiesbaden soldier on trial for
murder turned a normal fist-
fight into a deadly brawl when
he brandished his pocketknife
and started to lash out, Army
prosecutors said Monday.

The general court-martial of
Pyt. Nestor K. Velazquez, 19,
who is accused of unpremeditat-
ed murder, began with prosecu-
tors charging he needlessly
stabbed a man to death during

m April bar so only after

ight in o i hed Scardino

Mainz-Kastel. The case is bemg grabbed him.
“He’s guilty heard by a “He  had

because he el-
evated a sim-

ple fistfight . it
into a knife of officers and T s
e e ceni standiny her
Capt. Charles senior lmd el o

Kovats, one of y Hu ns testi-

the  prosecu- noncommissioned gg]

tors in the officers. Huggms

case. said that he did
Defense at- see Ve-

torneys, however, said in their
opening arguments that Army
prosecutors were telling “only
half the story.”

Velazquez was trying to break
up a fight involving a fellow sol-
dier, defense attorneys said, and
the fight turned into a chaotic
brawl in which the soldiers
were vastly outnumbered. In ad-
dition, the victim in the case,
Santo Scardino, was on drugs at
the time of the incident, accord-
ing to Capt. Jon Stanfield, the
lead defense attorney.

“This was not a mere fistfight
... [Velazquez] was in fear for
his life,” Stanfield said.

Velazquez is charged with fa-
tally stabbing Scardino, an
18-year-old from Italy, during
the fight at the Euro Palace on
April 18. Three Germans and a
Turkish man also were injured
during the incident.

Velazquez is assigned to the

six-member panel  witn

Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company of the 1st Ar-
mored Division’s Support Com-
mand in Wiesbaden. The New
York City native joined the
Army in July 2003 and arrived
in Germany in late February
this year.

On the opening day of the
trial, prosecutors called several
witnesses to the stand, including
Pfe. Anquan Huggins, a 1st AD
soldier who was with Velazquez
in the bar.

Huggins admitted to throwing
the first punch, but said he did

some  friends
him,

lazquez with the knife, but that
he heard glass breaking around
him and feared for his own safe-
ty.

Another witness who took the
stand, Christian Rein, said that
he was Scardino’s friend. Rein
said that he was coming to the
aid of his friend and attempted
to mediate the disturbance, but
the situation soon spun out of
control.

Rein was one of the people
stabbed in the melee.

“There were glasses and ash-
trays flying through the air,”
Rein said.

The case is being heard by a
six-member panel of officers
and senior noncommissioned of-
ficers. The trial, which is expect-
ed to last all week, resumes
Tuesday morning at Wiesbaden
Army Airfield.

E-mail Kevin Doughertyat:
doughertyk@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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The MV American

ED BAXTER/Military Sealift Command

sits partially

near

England, last month as workers

prepare to load floating Army equipment before the ship’s transit to the Middle East.

Mideast-bound MSC cargo
ship can sink, still ‘swim’

BY JASON CHUDY

Stars and Stripes

The Military Sealift Com-
mand’s MV American Cormo-
rant, headed to the Middle East,
partially sunk in the channel at
Southhampton, England, late last
month.

The ship, sitting half in the
water, definitely turned some
heads. “I saw many people on
[passing] ferry decks pointing ...
in disbelief,” said Military Sealift
Command Europe public affairs
officer Ed Baxter. “They obvious-
ly feared the worst,” he said. “But
little did they know the ship had
sunk itself intentionally.”

The  Cormorant is a
float-on/float-off ship, which has
a unique capability of partially
sinking to take on its floating
cargo. Once the cargo is in place,
the 738-foot, 71,000-ton ship
floats back up to the surface.

The MSC-chartered vessel is

designed to transport small water-
craft for the U.S. Army.

The ship’s trip began in Dakar,
Senegal, early last month, where
“cradles” for the equipment were
installed on her main cargo deck.
The ship then sailed to Rotter-
dam, the Netherlands, where
guideposts were welded on the
deck.

In Southampton, the ship load-
ed nearly 4,200 tons of cargo, in-
cluding three small tugboats, four
small landing craft, a crane
barge, a fuel barge and two larger
landing craft.

The equipment, which came
from the nearby Army Forward
Support Base at Hythe, is part of
the Army’s pre-positioned port
opening package. The equipment
helps the Army to open a port
‘where normal facilities may have
been damaged or destroyed.

The ship sinks in the same man-
ner as a submarine — it takes on

water as ballast, which causes the
ship to sink. Its main deck can
sink to 26 feet below the water’s
surface, with only the ship’s front
forecastle and back superstruc-
ture remaining above the water.

It takes about six hours to sink
and another six to re-float Ameri-
can Cormorant.

American Cormorant was built
in 1975 in Sweden as an oil tank-
er. In 1982, it was modified as a
semi-submersible and used to
carry offshore oil rigs.

Since then, the American Cor-
morant has carried British land-
ing craft for the war in the Falk-
lands, and supplied equipment to
U.S. forces in Somalia in the early
1990s. Another MSC-chartered
float-on/float off ship, M/V Blue
Marlin, was used to carry the
damaged destroyer USS Cole to
the United States from Aden,
Yemen, after Cole was attacked
in Oct. 2000.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Aviano airman pleads guilty to theft

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — An airman as-
signed to the 31st Communications Squadron has
pleaded guilty at court-martial last week to charg-
es of stealing someone else’s mail.

Airman 1st Class Eileen Bishop was charged
with two specifications of stealing mail and anoth-
er of opening someone else’s mail. She was sen-
tenced to three months’ hard labor without confine-
ment, reduction in rank to E-1 and forfeiture of
$300 pay for three months.

Soldier in court on murder charge

U.S. soldier Spc. Brent May, 22, of Salem, Ohio,
faced a military court Monday charged with mur-
dering an Iraqi man in Baghdad’s Sadr City, an im-
poverished Shiite Muslim quarter of the capital
which was the scene of fierce clashes this year be-
tween U.S. troops and insurgents.

May is attached to Company C, 1st Battalion,
4lst Infantry Regiment from Fort Riley, Kan., and
was charged in September on three counts of pre-
meditated murder. But at Monday’s hearing, con-
ducted on a U.S. military base, officials ordered
May to face just one charge. It was not immediate-
ly clear why the number of charges were reduced.

May did not enter a plea during the Article 32

case, the military equivalent of a civilian prelimi-
nary hearing, and was not called on to testify. But
five members of his unit who witnessed the al-
leged killing gave evidence to military defense and
prosecution lawyers.

Suit extended enli

WASHINGTON — Eight soldiers are challeng-
ing the Army’s policy requiring them to serve long-
er than the terms of their enlistment contracts.

In a lawsuit being filed Monday in federal court,
the soldiers are seeking a judge’s order requiring
the Army to immediately release them from ser-
vice.

“The Army made an agreement with me and I
expected them to honor it,” said David Qualls, one
of the plaintiffs. He signed up in July 2003 for a
one-year stint in the Arkansas National Guard but
has been told he will remain on active duty in Iraq
until next year.

nder the Pentagon’s stop-loss program, the
Army can extend enlistments during war or nation-
al emergencies as a way to promote continuity and
cohesiveness.

The policy, invoked in June, could keep tens of
thousands of personnel in the military beyond
their expected departure. The policy was also used
during the buildup to the 1991 Gulf War.

From staff and wire reports

Gays expelled from
military file legal
challenge to policy

BY NANCY ZUCKERBROD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Twelve
gays expelled from the military
because of their sexual orienta-
tion filed a legal challenge Mon-
day to the Pentagon’s 11-year-old
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.

The lawsuit, filed in federal
court in Boston, cited last year’s
landmark Supreme Court ruling
that overturned state laws mak-
ing gay sex a crime.

Other courts have upheld the
policy, approved by Congress and
putin place by the Clinton admin-
istration. However, those de
sions came before the 2003 Su-
preme Court ruling, said C. Dixon
Osburn, executive director of Ser-
vicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work, which is advising the plain-
tiffs.

“We think the gay ban can no
longer survive constitutionally,”
he said. “You do not ban an entire
class of people just to accommo-
date prejudice.”

Former Lt. j.g. Jen Kopfstein of
San Diego was dismissed from
the Navy after she told her com-

manding officer she was a lesbi-
an.

Kopfstein, a plaintiff in the
case, said Monday hiding her
identity felt dishonest.

“Today, I'm here to stand up
for what is right,” she said.

“‘Don’t ask don't tell’ is a horri-
ble policy.”

Justin Peacock, a former Coast
Guard boatswain’s mate from
Knoxville, Tenn., and another
plaintiff, was discharged after
someone reported he was seen
holding hands with another man.

“I would love to rejoin, but
even if I don’t get back in at least
Icould say [ tried to get the policy
changed,” Peacock said.

Lt. Col. Joe Richard, a Penta-
gon spokesman, said officials
have not seen the lawsuit and
!herefnre could not comment on

“Don’t ask, don’t tell” allows
gays and lesbians to serve in the
military as long as they don’t re-
veal their sexual orientation and
abstain from homosexual activi-
ty. Before that the Pentagon
barred homosexuals from mili-
tary service.

Happy Hanukkah to troops

AP

Houston Cub Scout mother Dianne Zomper poses with a menorah and
members of Congregation Emanu EI’s Pack 1190, who sent care
packages to Jewish soldiers serving overseas. Zomper's son, Mitchell,
along with other scouts prepared packages with candles, menorahs and
dreidels to send to troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait.
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23 Gls who refused convoy
mission offered Article 15s

BY RON JENSEN
Stars and Stripes

LOGISTICS SUPPORT AREA
ANACONDA, Iraq — None of
the soldiers from the 343rd Quar-
termaster Company who refused
to go on a convoy mission in Octo-
ber will face a court-martial, un-
less an individual soldier re-
quests one.

Instead, the 23 soldiers from
the Rock Hill, S.C., Army Re-
serve unit will face Article 15
nonjudicial ~punishments  or
other administrative actions,
said Maj. Richard Spiegel, a
spokesman for the 13th Corps
Support Command, the parent
headquarters of the 343rd.

The final five cases were decid-
ed last week after the conclusion
of an investigation into the Oct.
13 incident to determine if the
soldiers’ actions violated the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice.
The other 18 involved all chose
to receive nonjudicial punish-
ment and the military is not re-
quired to release what punish-
ments were meted out.

“After consulting with a law-

CRUISES EU 399
Thanksgiving in
Istanbul:329up

yer, the soldiers can proceed
with the Article 15 or demand a
court-martial,” said Spiegel.

At the time, the soldiers re-
fused to drive fuel and water
trucks from Tallil Air Base, their
home in southern Iraq, to Taji, a
base north of Baghdad. After the
incident, an Army statement
said the soldiers “raised some
valid concerns.”

Soldiers refused the orders be-
cause not all of the vehicles were
armored, some vehicles were in
poor condition and the route,
known as Main Supply Route
Tampa, was rife with ambushes,
roadside bombs or both, accord-
ing to military and news reports
in October.

Brig. Gen. James E. Cham-
bers, commander of 13th
COSCOM, immediately ordered
a stand-down of the unit for a
safety and maintenance check.
He also asked for two investiga-
tions: One to determine if the
UCMJ had been violated, and
one to determine if there was a
systemic problem.

The result of the second inves-
tigation, done by 13th COSCOM
officials, could not be released
until the other legal process had
been completed, said Spiegel, cit-
ing the Privacy Act for soldiers
involved.

The unit’s company command-
er, whose name has not been re-
leased, was relieved of duty fol-
lowing the incident “at her re-
quest,” Spiegel said. None of the
soldiers who refused the order
have been identified as well.

Under an Article 15, a soldier
faces a possible combination of
penalties, including: A reduction
to the lowest rank for specialists
and below, or reduction by one
rank for sergeants and staff ser-
geants; extra duty for up to 45
days; and forfeiture of a
half-month’s pay for two months.

Spiegel declined to speculate
on why none of the soldiers will
face a court-martial.

Refusing an order during war
time could have been considered
mutiny and is punishable by
death or prison, according to the

CMJ.

“There was a full, complete in-

vestigation into what happened,”
he said. “Based on that investiga-
tion, the commander of the 300th
ASG (Col. Pamela Adams) took
the action she felt was appropri-
ate. She has seen all the facts.
This lS whal she felt was appro-
priate.”

The group received an out-
pouring of support from family
in the States and from some sta-
tioned in Iraq and Kuwait.

“There are troops who support
you and believe you did the right
thing,” said one soldier in Ku-
wait in Stars and Stripes. “You
took a stand, not just for your-
selves, but for every member of
the military.”

Others said they understood
why the soldiers refused the
order, but, at the time, ques-
tioned their methods.

Others who perform the same
duty as those in the 343rd
thought the punishment should
have been harsher.

“I feel that’s quite unfortu-
nate,” said Sgt. Hans Ressdorf of
the 655th Transportation Compa-
ny, also a reserve unit, when told
the soldiers would not face
courts-martial. “Mission first.
[Their actions] were totally
un-military. You're given a mi
sion, you've got to do the mis-
sion.”

The process now is in the
hands of the soldiers who must
decide if they will accept the non-
judicial punishment or take it to
a court-martial, Spiegel said.

If they face the Article 15 hear-
ing, Spiegel said, soldiers will be
allowed to present witnesses on
their behalf and plead their case.

The unit went back to work
Nov. 11 and all the soldiers are
back on the job, Spiegel said.

“All the soldiers are back to
full duty,” he said. “Some of
them were moved to other units
in the battalion. That was done to
preserve the integrity of the in-
vestigation.”

‘The unit, he said, is back to per-
forming its mission of delivering
fuel and water.

“They’ve been doing an exem-
plary job, no issues,” Spiegel
said.

E-mail Ron Jensen at;
jensenr@mail.estri

Medics treat Iraqi policeman Ahmed Ali in Bagouba, Iraq, on Monday.
The officer was wounded Monday when gunman tried to assassinate an

Iragi police colonel in Bagouba.

Troops battle gunmen
on busy Baghdad street

BY PAUL GARWOOD
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — . troops
fought a gunbattle with insurgents
along a busy street in Baghdad on
Monday, witnesses said, while five
U.S. troops were reported killed in
separate clashes in a volatile west-
ern pro

anhtmg m Baghdad broke out
after armed rebels appeared on
the busy Haifa Street, saying they
were hunting for Iragis collaborat-
ing with U.S.-led forces.

Witnesses said they shot and
killed a man they claimed was
working for the Americans. Rebels
also were seen on a square just
three blocks from the Green Zone
that houses Iraq’s interim govern-
ment and the U.S. Embassy.

The U.S. military had no immedi-
ate comment, but witnesses said
GIs supported by armored vehi-
cles attacked the gunmen.

arlier Monday, three insur-
gents were killed and four wound-
ed in clashes with U.S. forces in Ha-
ditha, 140 miles northwest of Bagh-
dad in the volatile Anbar province,
according to Dr. Bassem Izaldeen
of Haditha Hospital.

The 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force also said three servicemem-
bers attached to the Marines died
in two incidents Sunday in the west-
ern province, which includes the
battleground cities of Fallujah and
Ramadi. Earlier, the military said
two Marines had been killed in ac-
tion in Anbar on Friday.

On Sunday gunmen opened fire
atabus, as it dropped off Iragis em-
ployed by coalition forces at a
weapons dump in Tikrit, 80 miles
north of Baghdad, said Capt. Bill
Coppernoll, spokesman for the
Tikrit-based U.S. 1st Infantry Divi-
sion. Coppernoll said 17 people
died and 13 were wounded in the
attack. Survivors said about seven
guerrillas were involved.

About an hour later, a suicids
car bomber drove into an Iraqi Na-
tional Guard checkpoint in Beiji,
75 miles to the north, detonating
his explosives-packed vehicle, Cop-
pernoll said. Three guardsmen
were killed and 18 wounded, Cop-
pernoll said.

The Ansar al-Sunnah Army
claimed responsibility for the
‘Tikrit attack. The statement, which
appeared on the group’s Web site.

The Associated Press

As of Sunday, at least 1,271
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 988 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the Defense
Department said as of Friday.
The figures include three mili-
tary civilians. The department
did not update its numbers over
the weekend.

The AP count is eleven higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. EST

ay.
The British military has report-
ed 74 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland,
13; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bul”
garia, seven; Sluvak\a three; Esto-
nia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, E1
Salvador, Hungary and Latvia
have reported one death each.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,133 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least 879
deaths resulting from hostile ac-
tion, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W Two U.S. soldiers died Satur-
day after coming under fire dur-
ing a patrol in Mosul.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Pfc. George D. Harri-
son, 22, Knoxville, Tenn.; died
Thursday in Mosul when his vehi-
cle came under fire; assigned to
the 293rd Military Police Compa-
ny, 3rd Military Police Battalion
(Provisional), 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, Ga.
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Bamberg military police deploy to Iraq

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAMBERG, Germany — More
than 60 soldiers from the 793rd
Military Police Battalion deployed
Monday to Iraq in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

The soldiers, from the battal-

have three U.S. Army National
Guard units attached to it for the
one-year deployment, and will fall
under the 42nd Military Police Bri-
gade out of Fort Lewis, Wash.

The unit’s missions will include
base security and convoy security,
McElroy said.

To prepare for the deployment,

ion’s. and o

leaders went to Iraq in

ters Detachment, will be stationed
at a forward operating base north
of Baghdad, according to Lt. Col.
Dan McElroy, battalion command-

r.
In Iraq, the detachment will

Spc. Rebecca Bender, left, of the
793rd Military Police Battalion,
says goodbye to her hushand,
Spc. Brent Bender, Sunday at
Warner Barracks, Germany.

October. McElroy and battalion
Command Sgt. Maj. Bernard
McPherson also visited the Nation-
al Guard units that would deploy
with them.

Additionally, over the past sever-
al months, the unit has gone
through a mission-rehearsal exer-
cise at Fort Lewis, convoy live-fire
training at Grafenwohr Training
Area and a briefing and tour at the
Mannheim Confinement Facility.
The unit also trained at the Warner
Barracks Local Training Area up
until it began block leave in Novem-
ber, McElroy said.

“Our training was nonstop, long
and stressful,” said Sgt. Matthew
Montell, an MP with the 793rd.
“The first sergeant put us through
grueling, long hours, but it was the
stuff we needed to keep vigilant
while we are in Iraq.”

The soldiers also had time to get
things in order for their families.

“Everything is tied up at home,”
said Spc. Stephen Henderson.
“The car is set, the dog’s shots are
done for the year and I set up an al-
Jotment. I want to be sure that,
back here, there is nothing to
worry about.”

The soldiers have faith in the

Soldiers from the 793rd Military Police Battalion's

and

PHOTOS BY RENATE BOHLEN,Courtesy of the U.S. Army

load their

bags onto buses early Monday morning as they prepare for a one-year deployment to Iraq.

unit’s Family Readiness Group, as
well.

Montell said that even though
his wife, who is German, speaks lit-
tle Engllbh he feels he can count
on the FRG to watch out for her.

“We have a great FRG and rear
detachment, and T know they will

help her if she needs anything,”
Montell said.

McElroy said he appreciates the
support of the spouses.

“This is hard on the families —
the sacrifices they have to make,”
McElroy said. “I can see in their
faces that they are sad their spous-

es are leaving. But I believe they
know that this is important, this
fight in the global war on terror-
ism. Whenever I talk to the fami-
lies, they make it clear that they
support us.”

E-mail Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

As Iraqi weather drops, troops try to keep warm

In Iraq, the weather
has suddenly and shock-

MIDEAST NOTEBOOK :

be singing the stop-loss
blues, because of the
ARM.Y. (Uncle Sam

ingly dipped from 100-de-.
gree days to near-freez-
ing nights.

One might think this
would be the perfect time for sol-
diers to pull out their brand-new,
toasty-warm $99.95 Polartec U.S.
Army Spear jackets. They are
among the favorite pieces of gear
from the Rapid Fielding Initia-
tive, a Christmas-like cascade of
high-tech presents showered
upon the 138,000 troops as they ar-
rived in Iraq last spring.

But most jackets remain in sol-
diers’ duffle bags around the
country.

The brass in Baghdad have
barred soldiers from wearing the
jackets because, according to one
sergeant major in the know, they
do not have rank and unit insig-
nias on them, and because they
are the wrong color (black).

Actually, it is permissible to
wear them underneath the
sand-colored desert camouflage
uniforms. Kind of like pulling on
a T-shirt over your ski jacket.

As a result of this order, some
$13 million worth of fleece jack-
ets are now moth food — at least
until the 138,000 troops in Iraq
get home next spring.

Some unit commanders have
quietly shuffled this order to the
bottom of the stack, opting to over-
look troops’ donning of the forbid-
den fleece to stop their teeth from
chattering while on all-night com-
bat patrols in unheated Humvees.

In other units, though, the

Steve Liewer

order is being strictly enforced.
Which has set officers and sol-
diers alike to rolling their eyes
and muttering about rule-making
by the garrison-bound.

Words to talk about

The newbies from units like the
42nd Infantry Division and the
256th Brigade Combat Team
have got to learn more in Iraq
than how to defeat a tenacious,
murderous enemy.

They've got to learn the lingo.

As they settle-down for their
“left-seat, right-seat” rides with
the homebound units, theyll be in-
formed that they are “FNGs” (for
“friggin’ new guys,” or words to
that effect) or “snappers,” which
has obscure origins in South Kore-
an tours and means the same

If they're out in the field, they’ll
learn to resent the REFs
(“rear-echelon ...” um, you get
the rest) who hang out in Kuwait
or Anaconda (Balad) or Danger
(Tikrit), where many think they
spend their time feasting on Sub-
way and Burger King. Those guys
are a bunch of “pogues,” soldiers-
peak for troops who are afraid to
go “outside the wire” (off the
base).

Like the outgoing troops, they’ll

Ain’t Released Me Yet).
Have a great year, snap-
pers.

Talented troops

Working hard in Iraq doesn’t
mean soldiers can’t play hard be-
tween patrols or other duties.
Nearly 200 troops attended a Mo-
rale, Welfare and Recreation
sponsored talent show at For-
ward Operating Base Danger re-
cently.

“Everyone understands that
it’s not the magnitude of the tal-
ent. It’s more for the bonding and

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR NEW WORLD

CAREER OPPORTUNIT

LOOK AT SPAR

Professional Pilot

kindred spirits,” said Mary Lou
Gallegos, MWR coordinator, in a
1st Infantry Division news re-
lease. “This is a chance for every-
one to get together and make
each other smile and have a good
time.”

While it's certain some of the
soldiers showed off some under-
appreciated skills and talents, oth-
ers may still want to stick to their
day jobs.

I Steve Liewer
ers@mail.estri
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Create Your Own
2005 Desktop Calendar!

KEY FEATURES:

e Customize using your own family snapshots. A new photo appears each month.

e Send by email to family and friends around the world. Makes a perfect
Christmas gift!

e Keep track of birthdays, anniversaries and appointments using the built-in
Daily Planner.

e Just in time for Christmas.

To get your free desktop calendar, just go to www.Stripes.com
and click the Stripes Club link at the top of the page.

Note: This Digital Calendar software is for personal use only and is not authorized
for use on government computers.
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IN THE WORLD

U.S. Consulate in Saudi Arabia attacked

At least 8 people reported killed in three-hour assault

BY FAIZA SALEH AMBAH
The Associated Press

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — In a
bold attack, Islamic militants
threw explosives at the gate of
the heavily guarded U.S. Consu-
late in Jiddah on Monday, then
forced their way into the building
and held civilians at gunpoint,
prompting a gunbattle. Eight peo-
ple, including five local staff,
were killed in the three-hour as-
sault.

The Interior Ministry said
three of the five attackers were
killed, with the other two wound-
ed and in custody.

Saudi security officials initially
said four Saudi officers also died
in the clash, but Interior Ministry
spokesman Brig. Gen Mansour
al-Turki later told the Associated
Press that no officers were killed.
He said one was seriously in-
Jjured.

No Americans were killed or
held at gunpoint, and just one
American was slightly injured as
consulate  employees  were
rushed to a safe area in the com-
pound as the attack began, a State
Department official said.

It was the first major strike by
militants inside Saudi Arabia
since May and seemed a clear
sign that the Saudi government’s
crackdown on al-Qaida linked ex-
tremists has not yet entirely suc-
ceeded.

“They want us to grow timid

EXCHANGE RATE

C.7
Brmsh Dound (Bec 7).
Japanese yen (Dec. 8) .
South Koree(\:n won (Dec

Bahrain (Dinar)

U.S. Consulate hit

Islamic militants threw explosives
at the gate of the U.S. Consulate
in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, Monday,
then forced their way into the
building.

Seven people
killed in attack

Source: ESRI 3

and weary in the face of their will-
ingness to kill randomly, kill inno-
cent people,” President Bush said
at the White House after a meet-
ing with interim Iraqi President
Ghazi al-Yawer. “That’s why
these elections in Iraq are very
important.”

Bush also thanked Saudi Ara-
bia for quelling the attack and
said more would be learned about
who was behind it.

“We could hear the gunshots
outside, but we didn’t know what
was going on,” the employee, who
asked that his name not be used,
told The Associated Press by tele-
phone. “They were heavy at

times and not so heavy at other
times.”

The Saudi Interior Ministry
statement did not mention hostag-

es.

But a Saudi official, speaking
from Riyadh on the condition of
anonymity, said numerous civil-
ians inside the compound were
confronted by the attackers and
held at gunpoint. The official said
a gunbattle quickly ensued when
Saudi security officials became
concerned the civilians were
about to be injured.

In Riyadh, US. Embassy
spokeswoman Carol Kalin said
four of the five employees killed
held administrative jobs and one
was a private contract guard on
the consulate’s payroll. Four
other embassy workers — all
hired locally — were hospital-
ized, Kalin said. She said all
American employees were safe
and none had been taken hostage.

Kalin said it was unclear if any
of the U.S. Marine guards inside
the consulate were involved in
the gunbattle.

“We have accounted for all
Americans on the compound in
Jiddah and none of them are
being held hostage,” Kalin said.

As a precaution, she said, the
U.S. Embassy in Riyadh and con-
sulate in Dhahran were closed to
the public through Tuesday, with
only emergency services avail-
able for American citizens, ac-
cording to a statement posted by
the U.S. Embassy after the attack.

Smoke rises following an explosion in Jiddah, Saudi Arabi

AP

on Monday

after Islamic militants attacked the heavily guarded U.S. Consulate in
Jiddah with explosives and machine guns in a explosion and gunbattle
that left at least eight people dead and several others injured.

Inauguration security

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af-
ghan and international forces laid
a security ring around Kabul on
Monday as dignitaries traveled
from around the world for the in-
ion of Hamid Karzai as Af-

Eqypt (Pounc)

Hongary (gormt)

first popularly elect-

ed president.

In their biggest operation since
the October election, which
Karzai won in a landslide, police
and troops cordoned off the route
from the city’s battle-scarred air-
port to the presidential palace,
where the U.S.-backed leader
was to be sworn in Tuesday.

Trucks and cars with license
plates from beyond Kabul were
turned away at the city limits.
NATO armored vehicles mounted
extra patrols, and American heli-
copters scoured the mountains
that encircle the capital.

“We are very aware that this is
yet another opportunity for insur-
gent activity to take place while
-l ! -
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Money tip of the day

The Associated Press

Gift cards are the perfect gift
— they always fit, and never
costa fonune to send, right? But
consu

Gift card cautions

mall operator, Simon Property
Group Inc., are battling in court
over fees on the Visa-branded

cards the Indianapo-
lis-based company sells in near-
th states.

ing that we need to be slightly
more careful when it comes to
such gifts.

In its December issue, Con-
sumer Reports Money Adviser
examines gift cards issued by
both stores and banks and found
that many come with fees, for
purchase and for replacements.
Also, many issuers impose main-
tenance fees and expiration
dates.

Indeed, three New England
states and the nation’s largest

Before you grab such a card
for a friend or relative, keep a
few caveats in mind:

W Check expiration dates and
all fees. This can usually be
found in a pamphlet with the
card or on the issuer’s Web site.

W Use such cards quickly.

M Stick with store cards rath-
er than bank-issued cards. The
newsletter found that most retail-
ers don’t assess upfront fees.

W Consider a cash gift. No
fees, no expiration, and people
really like it.

e
eyes are again focused on Afghan-
istan,” NATO spokesman Lt.
Cmdr. Ken MacKillop said.

9/11 libel award

LONDON — Saudi Arabia’s am-
bassador to Britain accepted sub-
stantial libel damages and a pub-
lic apology Monday from a maga-
zine that had claimed he was di-
rectly responsible for the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the
United States.

Prince Turki Al-Faisal filed
suit in London’s High Court
against Hachette Filipacchi Asso-
cies, publishers of “Paris Match,”
over an article published in Octo-
ber 2003. The amount of damages
was not revealed.

Wrecked pizza truck

HAMBURG, Germany — A
truck carrying 20 tons of frozen
pizza overturned on a highway in
northern Germany early Mon-
day, snarling traffic for more
than five hours, a police spokes-
man said.

The truck flipped onto its side
when trying to change lanes and
skidded to a halt near the city of
Hanover, police spokesman
Harald Lampe-Schaer said.

Bombs explode in Spain

MADRID, Spain — Small
bombs exploded in seven Spanish
cities Monday following tele-
phone warnings from the armed
Basque separatist group ETA on
the anniversary of Spain’s consti-
tution, which established the sys-
tem of regional autonomy ETA ab-
hors, officials said.

At least 18 people were slightly
injured in the nearly simulta-
neous blasts in Valladolid, Leon
and Santillana del Mar in the
north, Avila and Ciudad Real in
central Spain, Alicante in the east
and Malaga in the south, the Inte-
rior Ministry said.

‘Scandalous’ training

PARIS — France’s interior min-
ister said Monday the training of
airport sniffer dogs by hiding ex-
plosives in travelers’ luggage was
“scandalous,” after police lost
track of a bag with plastic explo-
sives at Paris’ main airport.

A small amount of plastic explo-
sives were placed in a bag at
Charles de Gaulle airport Friday,
and possibly wound up on one of
up to 90 flights that left Charles
de Gaulle airport Friday.

From The Associated Press
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Bush insists Iraq elections will be Jan. 30

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush, on a day of new violence in
the Middle East, expressed deter-
mination to see Iraq hold elec-
tions on Jan. 30 and said they
would show that terrorists cannot

stop the march of democracy. In-
terim Iraqi President Ghazi
al-Yawer said a majority of Iraqis
want the elections to be held on
schedule.

Meeting al-Yawer at the White
House, Bush said that a free soci-
ety in Iraq “will be a major defeat

for the terrorists.” If terrorists
were allowed to stop the election,
it would “send a wrong signal to
the world and send a wrong signal
to the Iraqi people themselves.”
Al-Yawer — an influential lead-
er in Sunni Muslim regions of
Iraq where the fiercest battles
against insurgents have been

waged — wants Iraq’s Jan. 30 elec-
tion held on time, but other Sunni
leaders want it fo be postponed,
saying the ongoing violence in
these areas would keep people
from voting.

“The attacks in Saudi Arabia re-
mind us that the terrorists are still
on the move,” Bush said. “They’re
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interested in affecting the will of
free countries. They want us to
leave Saudi Arabia. They want us
to leave Iraq.

“They want us to grow timid
and weary in the face of their will-
ingness to kll] randomly, kill inno-
cent peaple,” Bush sai

The president said the United
States would do everything it
could to make the elections in
Traq as safe as possible. “You can
never guarantee 100 percent secu-
rity,” he said.

Al-Yawer expressed resolve to
defeat the insurgents. “Right now
we are faced with the armies of
darkness,” the interim president
said. But he said that “victory is
not only possible, it is a fact.”

Afterward, he told reporters
outside the White House that he
believed it would take months,
perhaps eight or so, for Iraq to
build an effective security force,
a move that would allow more
American troops to return home.

Al-Yawer’s visit to the White
House is seen as a way to per-
suade Irag’s political minorities
not to boycott the ballot.

“I don’t know how many Sunnis
are going to be open to the mes-
sage, but in Middle Eastern
terms, it’s very symbolic to invite
somebody into your house from a
community you've been fighting
with,” said James Phillips, a spe-
cialist on Irag and the Middle
East at the Heritage Foundation,
a conservative Washington think

nk.

“It shows an openness to some
kind of political settlement. It's

ing to encourage them [the
Sunnis] to include themselves in
the power structure — and there-
fore help weaken the insurgen-
cy,” Phillips said.

Following his session with
al-Yawer, Bush met with Sene-
gal’s President Abdoulaye Wade
and Jordan’s King Abdullah II.

U.S. plans
to buy more
flu vaccine

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The federal gov-
ernment will announce a plan this
week to purchase additional flu
shots to help relieve the nation’s
shortage, the director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention said Monday.

Dr. Julie Gerberding told dele-
gates at the American Medical
Association’s annual winter meet-
ing that outgoing federal Health
and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson is expected to
make the announcement.

“We do have optimism addi-
tional doses can be purchased.
We hope for an announcement
later in the week from Secretary
Thompson,” Gerberding said.

Thompson said last month that
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has completed its inspection
of the vaccine from foreign manu-
facturers that would be available
on an investigational basis.

The vaccine is considered an in-
vestigational new drug because it
wasn’t developed under the super-
vision of the FDA.
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Kennedy Center honors 6 K8

for lifetime contributions

BY APARNA H. KUMAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — On a night
when Washington honored Elton
John, Joan Sutherland, Warren
Beatty and other legends of the
arts, it was
actor Robert
Downey Jr.
who offered
§ to perform
at the White
House.

John, Beat-
ty, opera
diva Suther-
land, com-
poser-con-
ductor John
Williams
and  actors
Ossie Davis
and  Ruby
Dee  were
honored Sun-
day with a
star-studded
tribute at the
Kennedy
Center.

The six re-
cipients  of
the 27th an-
nual
Kennedy
Center Honors were saluted for
their lifetime contributions to
American culture through the per-
forming arts.

Downey referred to his own
well-publicized drug arrests in a
rambling tribute to John. He
mimed being placed in handcuffs
and said John taught him some-
thing “about the principle of sur-
render.” The actor then told Presi-
dent Bush, who was in the audi-

ence, that he would be available
“if you need me to play any, like,
Christmas parties or stuff or wed-
dings or all that.”

John has been a vocal critic of
the president. In November, he
told the British magazine Time
Out, “Bush and this administra-
tion are the worst thing that has
ever happened to America.”

But the rock legend was more
diplomatic at a reception at the
White House on Sunday after-
noon. John said winning the
Kennedy Center Honor “is about
the icing on the cake.”

The political gags were left to
Downey, who said he — like los-
ing presidential candidate John
Kerry — was suffering “from
acute symptoms of another
dual-diagnosis disease of mine:
the ADD, of course, the altruistic
Democrat disorder.”

That drew nervous laughter
from the audience, which includ-
ed Sen. Kerry as well as the presi-
dent, first lady Laura Bush, Vice
President Dick Cheney and his
wife, Lynne.

Jack Nicholson directed a less
stinging political barb at fellow
actor Beatty. “For years, Warren
has dreamed of attending these
awards,” Nicholson said. “Unfor-
tunately, not as a Kennedy honor-
ee but as president of the United
States.”

The 78-year-old Sutherland, an
Australian-born soprano, was sa-
luted by fellow opera stars Sher-
rill Milnes and Marilyn Horne, a
previous honoree.

Williams, 72, is best known for
his film scores for “Star Wars,”
“Jaws” and other movies. Direc-
tor Steven Spielberg called him
“a national treasure, as American

Rosa Parks allowed to
stay in apartment free

BY JIM SCHAEFER
Knight Ridder/Tribune

DETROIT — Civil rights icon
Rosa Parks, who in 2002 faced
eviction from her home, will have
a free place to live for the rest of
her life.

Riverfront Associates, which
owns the downtown Riverfront
Apartments where Parks has
lived since 1994, quietly decided
in early October to allow Parks to
stay there rent-free permanently.

“I thought it was the right thing
to do,” managing partner Peter
Cummings said Friday. “This
woman is an icon. She deserves
an enormous amount of respect.
In a way, I think it's an honor to
be able to accord her that re-
spect.”

Days after the previously undis-
closed gift, the Detroit Free Press
reported on Oct. 15 that some of
Parks’ relatives were worried
about her finances and whether
she was being properly cared for.
A Nov. 23 article chronicled law-
suits against two charities associ-

ated with Parks, the repossession
of a vehicle and two eviction notic-
es the Riverfront Apartments
sent her in 2002.

The Free Press obtained an
Oct. 11 letter from Cummings re-
garding the rent-free arrange-
ment that also disclosed that Hart-
ford Memorial Baptist Church in
Detroit had been paying Parks’
rent, which had been as high as
$1,800 a month.

The Rev. Charles Adams said
Friday that his church discovered
Parks needed financial help and
began paying her rent in August
2003.

“We did not want her set out in
the street,” Adams said of Parks,
who is not a member of Hartford.
“We said we will do it for as long
as is necessary. We didn’t want to
make a big noise out of it. ... It was
a simple act of kindness.”

In his letter to Adams, Cum-
mings thanked the pastor for the
church’s contributions and re-
lieved it of the monthly obliga-
tion.

Parks now is responsible only
for her utilities, Cummings wrote.

as apple pie and President Bush’s
mom.”

Davis, 86, and Dee, 80, a hus-
band-and-wife acting team, were
feted for their long careers on
stage and screen as well as their
political ~activism. Sean “P.
Diddy” Combs, who appeared in
a recent Broadway revival of “A
Raisin in the Sun,” said he was in-
spired by Dee, who starred in the
original production.

Remembering Pearl Harbor
December 7, 1941
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From left to right, composer, conductor John Williams; soprano Joan
Sutherland; actor, producer and director Warren Beatty; and singer
Elton John, stand during the national anthem at the 27th annual
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BY GINA HOLLAND
The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
refused Monday to speed up consider-
ation of a challenge to the government’s
plans to try foreign terror suspects before
military tribunals.

Salim Ahmed Hamdan, a Yemeni who
was a driver for Osama bin Laden, won
his appeal in U.S. District Court. His law-
yers want to skip an appeals court and
have the Supreme Court decide the legali-
ty of the trials planned for Hamdan and po-
tentially hundreds of others classified as
“enemy combatants” who are being held
at the U.S. Navy base in Guantanamo,
Cuba.

The Bush administration told the court
there was no legal reason to deal more
quickly with Hamdan’s appeal, and that
justices should let the U.S. Court of Ap-

peals for the District of Columbia Circuit
handle the matter first. It has scheduled
arguments on March 8.

Hamdan, 34, has denied supporting ter-
rorism. But the government contends he
was a member of al-Qaida and has
charged him with conspiracy to commit
war crimes, murder and terrorism.

The Bush administration has been criti-
cized by groups like the American Civil
Liberties Union for its plans for military
commission trials. People tried before the
commissions would not have the same
legal rights as defendants in regular
courts.

“Qur country has a pressing need to
know that those implicated in that war [on
terrorism] are being treated in the way
the Constitution, our statutes, and the laws
of war demand,” Washington attorney
Neal Katyal wrote in the appeal for Ham-
dan.

High court won’t hurry decision on tribunals

Monday’s action by the court does not
dismiss the appeal.

Justices could still agree to hear the
case, but they won’t decide until early
next year — potentially too late to hold ar-
guments and issue a ruling before the end
of the term in late June.

Last week, hundreds of members of the
British and European Parliaments encour-
aged the court to hear the appeal.

U.S. District Judge James Robertson in
Washington sided last month with Ham-
dan and said before anyone goes before a
tribunal the government must first deter-
mine whether the suspects are prisoners
of war entitled to more legal rights. He
also said that the guidelines for the trials
must be changed to comply with military
justice rules.

The Supreme Court on Monday also:

M Ruled that San Diego officials were
justified in firing a policeman who sold

sexually explicit videotapes of himself in
uniform.

W Passed up a chance to consider if
states can ban members of the Ku Klux
Klan and other groups from wearing
‘masks at public gatherings.

M Heard arguments in a case that asks
whether a black man was unfairly sen-
tenced to death by a Texas jury stacked
with whites.

W Rejected an appeal by the National
League of Cities that sought to classify
cable-based broadband as a “cable ser-
vice.” That would have entitled cities to
charge cable operators a 5 percent local

il o @ty dmt G
suing employers who rescind health bene-
fits they initially promised in early retire-
ment packages.

B Refused to consider whether a state
may bar corrections employees from so-
cializing with prisoners and their families
outside of work.

Sickle cell study halted after kids suffer strokes

BY DANIEL YEE
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A study aimed at deter-
mining if some children with sickle cell
anemia could be weaned off blood transfu-
sion therapy has been halted because two
young patients who stopped getting the
procedure suffered strokes and others de-
veloped a high chance of strokes.

The National Institutes of Health issued
aclinical alert Sunday recommending that
doctors continue using blood transfusions
to reduce the risk of stroke among young
sickle cell patients, even though the treat-
ment has its own risk.

The study, called STOP II, was funded
by the NIH's National Heart, Lung and

Blood Institute and involved 23 U.S. medi-
cal centers and two in Canada.

The $15 million study, which started in
July 2000, was ended prematurely last
month after 16 children with sickle cell
anemia_developed narrowed arteries and
other risk factors for strokes after they
stopped receiving blood transfusions. Two
other children suffered strokes but are re-
covering, said Dr. Robert Adams, the
study’s principal investigator and profes-
sor of neurology at the Medical College of
Georgia. The Study “showed that when
transfusions were discontinued after a
minimum of 30 months, a significant num-
ber of children reverted to high risk,” the
federal agency’s clinical alert said. Blood
transfusions over the long-term can cause

dangerous accumulations of iron that can
lead to heart problems and liver damage.

The original STOP study, which started
in 1995, was halted two years later be-
cause transfusions were found to be so ef-
fective that researchers recommended all
sickle cell children be given the treatment
to prevent strokes.

“It takes a whole day, it's a tedious
task,” Channelle Allen of Augusta, Ga.,
said of the transfusions that her
11-year-old daughter Tisha has received. [
Tisha was one of the patients who devel-
oped a high stroke risk after ending trans-
fusion therapy during the STOP II study
and has resumed receiving the treatment.
“I didn’t want her to go back on blood
[transfusions] but it was better for her,”

len said.

Channelle Allen,
left, and her
11.year-old
daughter,
Allen, are
shown outside
of their home in
Augusta, Ga.
Tisha has sickle
cell anemia and
undergoes
regular blood
transfusions for
her disease.

isha
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HOLIDAY MAGIC FESTIVITIES
Saturday, Dec. 11, 12-6pm

Parade 12-1pm
Market 12-5pm
Sarita arrives 4pm
Tree Decorating Contest
Kids Krafts
Music
Santa Photos & Awards
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Ky. man accused in
slayings seeks death

BY BRETT BARROUQUERE
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — In what
experts say is a rare occurrence,
a man accused of murdering two
children and attacking their moth-
er has asked a judge to let him
plead guilty and to sentence him
to death.

“T only wish the judge to sen-
tence me to death so no one can
feel responsible for another’s
death, including mine,” Marco
Allen Chapman wrote in a letter
to Judge Tony Frohlich read in
court in October.

Chapman, 32, is due back in
court Tuesday, when a doctor is
expected to testify about his men-
tal state and whether he under-
stands what a guilty plea and
death sentence would mean.

“His request is very well
thought out,” Linda Tally Smith,
who is prosecuting Chapman,
said last week. “The big question
is, will he change his mind and
what do we do if he does?”

Neither lawyers nor death pen-
alty activists and researchers
could provide statistics on how
often someone pleads guilty to a
capital crime and seeks a death
sentence. But attorneys and activ-
ists agree it is rare.

The last time an inmate in Ken-
tucky did so, he later changed his
mind — but lost his appeal.

Donald Herb Johnson pleaded
guilty and sought to be executed
for the 1989 torture slaying of
Helen Madden in the coin-operat-
ed laundry where she worked. He
also pleaded guilty to robbery,
burglary and sexual abuse.

A divided Kentucky Supreme
Court rejected Johnson’s later at-
tempt to withdraw the plea, and
he remains on death row.

“If you plead guilty, you waive
your right to appeal,” said Rober-
ta Harding, who teaches capital
punishment law at the University
of Kentucky law school. “There’s
nothing to appeal.”

Chapman confessed to killing
Cody Sharon, 6, and his sister,
Chelbi Sharon, 7, on Aug. 23,
2002, in their home. He also ad-
mitted to tying up and repeatedly
stabbing their mother, Carolyn
Marksberry. She recovered, as
did her daughter Courtney, who
also was stabbed but survived by
playing dead.

Harding said people like Chap-
man who seek execution are
using the state to fulfill a death
wish.
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3 uick Trips

Devil’
table

Legend gives rock
interesting role

BY PETER JAEGER
Stars and Stripes
nce upon a time, the devil traveled through

the Pfélzer Wald, the biggest forest in Germa-
n

y.

In the evening he became tired and hungry
but, unfortunately, could not find a place to sit down
for dinner. Grabbing two big slices of rock, he created
his own table and chair.

After finishing his meal, the devil shouldered the

chair to take it along for future rest stops, but he decid-
ed to leave the table behind. The locals were shocked

ents tell PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes
this tale

to their children when they visit the Teufelstisch, or
“Devil’s Table,” a natural monument in the middle of
the Pfélzer Wald south of Kaiserslautern.

Created by erosion through millions of years, the
table is a big sandstone plate resting on two narrow
columns of rock. It weighs 300 tons, and is the most
famous rock formation in the Pfalzer Wald.

The Devil’s Table is surrounded by deep forests
crisscrossed with marked hiking trails. It is a popular
destination for those looking for a place to stroll, or to
do some climbing. In 1922, the first climber conquered
the rock and stood atop the table.

An exciting adventure playground has grown up
around the bottom of the hill where the table is locat-
ed.

It includes long slides that wrap around and over
rock formations, a miniature golf course, a place for
table tennis and lots of play equipment. The grounds
also include picnic areas and grills.

E-mail Peter Jaeger at: jaegerp@mail.estripes.osd.mil

PHOTOS BY PETER JAEGER/Stars and Stripes

The Devil's Table is the most famous rock in the Pfilzer Wald, Germany's largest
forest. The rock plate weights 300 tons.

The public playground near the Devil’s Table
offers great entertainment for kids and
grown-ups.

These slides, plus table tennis and
mini golf are just a few of the acti
ties available at the playground near

Devil’s Table. The playground is free.

On the QT

@ Directions

From Kaiserslautern/Ram-
stein take Autobahn 6 to
Kreuz Landstuhl West onto
Autobahn 62, direction Pir-
masens. Leave the autobahn
at exit 15/Pirmasens and
follow Highway 10 to Unter-
weidenthal. Follow the sign
“Teufelstisch” (Devil’s
Table) for public parking.
Marked footpaths lead to the
monument — a five-minute
walk.

From Heidelberg, take
Autobahn S, direction Basel,
switch at Kreuz Walldorf to
Autobahn 6, direction Mann-
heim. At Dreieck Hocken-
heim take Autobahn 61,
direction Cologne (Koln),
then get on Autobahn 65 at
Kreuz Mutterstadt. Leave
Autobahn 65 at exit 15/Land-
au Nord, and take highway
10, direction Annweiler/Pir-
masens, for about 20 miles
until Hinterweidenthal. Fol-
low signs for the “Teufel-
stisch.”

Times

The playground and sur-
rounding hiking trails are
available year round.

While the best time to go is
in the summer, the trails are
still used during winter
months.

Costs

The Devil's Table and
playground are free. Public
parking, close to the play-
ground, is 50 euro cents per
hour.

Food

‘Two restaurants next to
the playground offer a vari-
ety of local German food.
One, Landgaststitte Teufel-
stisch, is open 11 am. 10 9
p.m. daily; the other,
Gaststéitte Am Spielpark, is
open 11 am. to 11 p.m. every
day except Thursday. Both
have free parking.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Give Marine a break

The writer of the letter, “Don’t glorify to-
bacco,” (Nov. 23) makes a point that smok-
ing is dangerous.

1 feel this is just going to be another
chapter in the civil war of the South versus
the North. I have no clue as to his deploy-
ment history, but to sit at Camp Arifjan
and condemn a photo of a Marine taking a
well-deserved break is just pathetic.

I can only imagine that the writer
doesn’t understand the stress of combat
and how it is the small things that get you
through the day, whether that be a cup of
hot coffee, a letter from home or a ciga-
rette break.

As a physician assistant, I encourage sol-
diers to stop using tobacco products, but I
also realize that the middle of a stressful
deployment may not be the easiest time to
do it. And just like any other addiction, the
soldier has to be in a place mentally where
he is ready to stop smoking.

Our aid station has run a smoking ce:
tion class with many success stories.

I don’t feel that this particular photo
“glorifies” smoking or anything else for
that matter. It shows a young Marine pre-
pared to give his life for his country and its
cause who just wants to take a break, have
a cigarette and go home in one piece.

1st Lt. Jeff Szymanski

Camp Liberty, Iraq

Stamp out smoking pics

Please try to not put pictures of soldiers
smoking in your articles.

This seems to be a habit in military pho-
tographers and their pictures. The recent
picture that may become the face of the
Iraq war (“Photo leads to unwanted atten-
tion for Marine,” Nov. 15) is an unfortu-
nate example.

This image of the young soldier smoking
glorifies a process that is more likely to
Kill him than the war itself. Lung cancer,
head and neck cancer, impotence, these
don’t seem as cool as the image portrays.

Tdon’t think it would be any less of an ex-
ample of the face of our soldiers in war
without the cigarette either. The image of
the smoking soldier needs to be one of the
past. We know better.

Dr. (Maj.) Tom Repine
31st Combat Support Hospital

Baghdad

Local sports important

1 read with interest the letter “Stu-
dent-athletes deserve more,” (Nov. 14)
about student-athlete recognition by the
Stars and Stripes. I must agree.

I am a Wiesbaden High (H.H. Arnold
High School) graduate — Class of 1979. T
haven’t had much time to read the Stars
and Stripes while serving in Iraq, travel-

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

ing throughout Al Anbar province inspect-
ing the border construction projects.

But I do remember that when I played
varsity football and soccer at Wiesbaden
1977-79, there was extensive coverage
weekly, usually on Saturday and Sunday
after Friday night football games between
the Class A schools of Wiesbaden, Frank-
furt, Wiirzburg, Nuremburg, Stuttgart,
Mannheim, Heidelberg, Zweibrucken,
and K-Town (Ramstein did not exist), as
well as the smaller schools like Bad
Kreuznach, Hanau, Hahn, Bitburg, Mu-
nich, Bad Toelz, etc. And that was just Ger-
many, there were pages for England, Italy,
and the Benelux.

On Sunday, the Saturday sports were re-
ported, such as basketball, soccer and
track. It was pleasant to read what was
going on with the other opposing schools
to size them up.

My question is where has this service
gone that would serve the American popu-
lation living in Europe? I know the mili-
tary presence is much smaller than it was
during the Cold War of the 1950s-1980s,
but that should make coverage less compli-
cated.

Coaches and team managers used to call
in match/game results to the Stars and
Stripes at the conclusion of the game.
Maybe this doesn’t happen anymore.

Now things have changed significantly.
Stars and Stripes was a quick way to get
news from home, AFN was all right, but
the shows were, at best, a month old from
the main land, and often years old (as the
networks would not release first-run televi-
sion to AFN at the time).

Maybe the Stars and Stripes has lost
some of its relevance in today’s instant
communication _environment with cell
phones and the Internet, but it still offers
an important link to other Americans
through the printed word.

Navy Lt. J.N. Vandenberg

Al Baghdadi, Iraq
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‘Fan’ fueled fractious fracas

In response to the Nov. 24 letter “Pro
athletes go too far”: While I agree with the
writer's assertion about having a little
more self-control when getting paid mil-
lions for playing a game, I disagree with
the analogy he made in relation to the Nov.
19th brawl [in Auburn Hills, Mich.]. While
it is true that the fights between Alonzo
Mourning and Larry Johnson involved
both teams, at no point did anyone from
the stands take it upon themselves to stand
up, throw a cup full of beer square in the
face of either Mourning or Johnson, and
then try to sucker-punch them from be-
hind.

As a matter of fact, the near-riot situa-
tion at Auburn Hills would not have even
taken place had the fan, John Green —
who was convicted of assault and has a rap
sheet that goes back 20 years — not been
drinking alcohol in the first place, despite
his probauon for a driving-while-intoxicat-
ed conviction. Ron Artest may not be the
poster boy for civility, but that certainly
did not give Green the right to do what he
did (throw the cup of fluid at Artest), know-
ing nothing good was going to come out of
that. So let the blame lie on Green as well;
he should have been following his
court-mandated punishment.

Spc. Willie Johnson
Yongsan, Korea

Commanders care every day

I had a conversation with a U.S. Army
crewman visiting Pusan, South Korea, this
month. The crewman was not looking for-
ward to the Thanksgiving holiday and was
lamenting about the upcoming dinner.
The surprise to me came with his reason:
the soldier’s resentment of the military
commanders of the units dressing up in
Class-A uniforms and serving the soldiers
their Thanksgiving dinner at the dining fa-
cilities. He said the commanders only
think about “serving” the soldiers for that
one day of the year and he was not im-
pressed with the commanders’ limited ser-
vice.

‘Well, this practice is a long-standing tra-
dition for the commanders serving dinner
to the soldiers and airmen. My husband is
acommander and, within an hour of his re-
turn on Thanksgiving Day from traveling
24 hours to Pusan from a two-week TDY
in the States, he enthusiastically dressed
in his Class-A uniform to have his turn at
serving dinner at the dining facility. My
husband, as well as other commanders, un-
derstand all too well the responsibility to
take care of their personnel — and this is
24/7, not just one day of the year.

Also, the visiting aircrew was invited to
eat at a Thanksgiving luncheon, which
took place in my husband’s office, so he
was “serving” the soldiers while not even
being present.

Betsy VanderWerf'
Pusan, South Korea

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Fallujah campaign gives Iraq vote a chance

BY MAX BoOT

“Nothing except a battle lost can be half
as melancholy as a battle won.”
— The Duke of Wellington

he news media are taking Welling-
ton’s dictum to heart. They seem
positively despondent over the bat-
tle of Fallujah.

It i right and proper to mourn the deaths
of 71 Americans and the wounding of hun-
dreds more. As Wellington realized, martial
glory rings hollow when weighed against the
cost in blood. But it is wrong to rush to the op-
posite extreme by assuming, as so much of
the current commentary implicitly does,
that war solves nothing and that all casual-
ties are meaningless. In fact, many of the
turning points of history have been battles,
such as Wellington’s victory at Waterloo,
which ended for all time the threat of
French expansionism in Europe.

Obviously the battle of Fallujah was not as
decisive as Waterloo; few battles are. But
that shouldn’t blind us to the accomplish-
ments of the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force, which led the offensive along with
U.S. Army and Iraqi soldiers.

Coalition troops killed 1,200 to 1,600 guer-
rillas and captured more than 1,000. They
uncovered 26 bomb factories, 350 arms cach-
es (containing thousands of weapons), sever-
al chemical weapons laboratories and eight
houses where hostages were held and proba-
bly tortured and killed. And they accom-
plished all this with less than half the num-
ber of casualties suffered in Hue, Vietnam,
in 1968, the last major urban assault mount-
ed by the Marine Corps.

As significant as what happened is what
didn’t happen. The second battle of Fallujah
did not turn into a public relations debacle,

as did the attack in April. The Marines clev-
erly began this campaign by occupying the
main hospital in Fallujah, which, in the
spring, had been the source of inflated
claims about civilian casualties. There was
no uprising in the streets of Najaf or Karbala
— or Cairo or Amman — to protest the sec-
ond assault on Fallujah. The Iragi interim
government held together behind the fierce
determination of Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi to fight the terrorists.

The only major PR snafu came when a
journalist taped a Marine shooting a wound-
ed insurgent. Though endlessly replayed on
al-Jazeera (which refused to show the video
of terrorists apparently slaughtering aid
worker Margaret Hassan), there is no sign
that this action has cost the United States
any public support in Irag. On the contrary,
‘many Iraqis, fed up with terrorist attacks, no
doubt applauded the Marine’s ruthlessness.

This is not meant to suggest that every-
thing went perfectly. Many terrorists were
able to escape Fallujah before the assault
and create mayhem in Mosul, where the
local police folded with dismaying speed.

But U.S. and Iraqi forces quickly shifted
their focus to the north and snuffed out the
uprising in Mosul. Now they are pressing
their offensive in the “triangle of death”
south of Baghdad.

The best news of recent days is the grow-
ing competence of Iraqi security forces. Two
thousand Iraqis fought alongside 10,000
Americans in Fallujah and, by all reports,
they performed reasonably well. In the oper-
ations south of Baghdad, Iragis are said to
outnumber British and American troops.

Skeptics are right to point out that no in-
surgency can be defeated by force alone, but
it's also true that effective military action is
usually a prerequisite for a political settle-
ment. Only if the i are

they cannot shoot their way to power will
they give up their guns.

The clashes with Muqtddd al-Sadr’s
Al-Mahdi militia this summer proves the
point: After being whipped by U.S. forces,
the Shiite rabble-rouser decided to join the
electoral process. Sadr City, once among the
most dangerous areas of Iraq for U.S. troops,
has become relatively quiet. The hope now
is that the fall of Fallujah will convince more
Sunnis of the futility of armed resistance,
while elections on Jan. 30 will convince
them that their grievances can be addressed
through peaceful means.

Even in a best-case scenario, however, the
‘bombings and beheadings won’t end the day
after the vote. It can take a decade or more
to defeat an (Colombia has been

fighting Marxist guerrillas since 1966), and
even a small number of determined fighters
can wreak mayhem. In the 1970s, fewer
than 100 members of the Baader-Meinhof
gang terrorized West Germany, a country
that is considerably more populous and
more stable than Iraq, which is estimated to
have at least 10,000 insurgents.

Thus, for all their success in Fallujah, we
should not expect U.S. troops to completely
pacify Iraq any time soon. What they can do
— what they are doing — is to keep the insur-
gents from derailing a political process that,
one hopes, soon will result in the creation of
alegitimate government that can field indig-
enous security forces and defend itself.

Max Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations. This column first appeared
in the Los Angeles Times.

New leadership for NAACP can send right message

BY STAR PARKER
he surprise resignation of Kweisi
Mfume as president of the NAACP
should prompt national leaders to
engage in introspection and re-eval-
uation.

The national leadership has lost its way. It
sends a message today to its own community
that is, at best, irrelevant and, at worst, de-
structive. Its dgendd the pure politics of vic-
timization, is a caricature of what the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People was originally about.

The heads of local NAACP chapters that I
meet are out of step with their national lead-
ers and sound much more like local church
pastors.

Perhaps because these chapter heads live
in close proximity to the troubled communi-
ties with which they work, they understand
that the problems in black communities
today reflect the challenges of the business
of living and not the business of politics.

As John McWhorter of the Manhattan In-
stitute has aptly put it, today racism is not
the main problem of African-Americans, but
rather “the mundane tasks of teaching those
‘left behind’ after the civil rights victory how
to succeed in a complex society.”

The NAACP has a proud history at the cen-
ter of the civil rights movement. But, recall
the old saying that everything looks like a
nail to a man with a hammer. For years,
physical, political and legal barriers stood
between blacks and freedom. The NAACP
and the civil rights movement were born to
tear these barriers down and won historic
and glorious victories.

Unfortunately, after the victories of the
1960s, black leadership, typified by the
NAACP, transformed a creative struggle for

liberation into the destructive politics of
anger and guilt. By turning their energies to
building a new welfare state and culture of
litigation, these leaders of the 1960s created
as many problems as they solved.

On the one hand, there have been undeni-
able gains in the black community. A new
black middle class has emerged in which the
percentage of black households with a real
gross income above $75,000 has quadrupled
since 1970. The wage gap percentage be-
tween black and white workers is half today
of what it was in the 1960s. Blacks now hold
top-level positions in government and busi-
ness that would have been inconceivable 40
years ago.

Yet, a large slice of black life is in sad
shape and going backward. Over the same
period since the 1960s, black illegitimacy

has almost quadrupled, black families head-
ed by single women have tripled, almost half
the number of homicides in the country are
among black men, half of our new AIDS
cases are among black women, many black
kids do not make it through school and those
who graduate do so with eighth-grade read-
ing skills, and crime and unemployment are
rampant in our inner cities.

The shock waves that shook this organiza-
tion were created by Bill Cosby’s remarks at
a NAACP gathering earlier this year.

In those well-publicized observations,
Cosby shocked the black establishment with
truth. He attacked the politics of victimiza-
tion — the very point of existence today of
the NAACP. Cosby began a campaign that
night, which he continues today, of formulat-
ing a message that will foster a new culture
of responsibility in the inner cities.

A number of months ago I was invited to
address an annual meeting of a local
NAACP chapter in a Midwestern city. The
invitation came somewhat reluctantly as re-
sult of pressure from a local donor who had
made a recent major contribution to the
chapter. I delivered my usual message that
the answer to poverty does not lie in govern-
ment but in personal responsibility, owner-
ship and faith. The standing ovation I re-
ceived told me that I had indeed struck a re-
sponsive chord.

As the NAACP leadership looks for a new
president, I urge them to stop looking in the
rearview mirror and start focusing on the
road ahead.
star Parker is president of Coalition on Urban
Renewal and Education and author of the recently
published book “Uncle Sam’s Plantation.”

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Starr regrets focus on Lewinsky

Kenneth Starr says he never should have led the inves-

tigation that resulted in President Clinton’s impeach-
ment.
The former independent counsel, now dean of the Pep-
perdine University law school,
says “the most fundamental thing
that could have been done differ-
ently” was for somebody else to
have investigated Clinton’s state-
‘ments under oath denying he had
an affair with White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.

Starr said his role in a yearlong
investigation of Clinton should
have focused instead on Clinton’s
role in the failed Arkansas land
deal known as Whitewater.

“There was a sense on the part
of the country that my [Lewin-
sky] effort was an effort somehow to expand the [White-
water] investigation, when it was separate,” he told the
Santa Barbara (Calif.) News-Press following a speech
Wednesday.

Starr

Nick Nolte named in lawsuit

Parents of a teenage girl have sued Nick Nolte, alleging
their daughter was drugged and sexually assaulted at a
party at the actor’s Malibu, Calif., home two years ago.

The lawsuit, filed Nov. 29 in Superior Court, also lists
an employee and several others as defendants. One of the
defendants, Nicholas Woodring, was convicted in March
of having sex with the girl, then 15 and a minor.

The girl’s attorney, Philip Dunn, said Woodring was
sentenced to 180 days in jail, but that the case did not go
to trial.

“The criminal prosecution is over, and the victim wish-
es to make sure that nothing like this happens to anyone
else again under the same or similar circumstances,”
Dunn said Thursday.

The district attorney’s office could not immediately con-
firm a criminal conviction late Thursday.

“The incident happened nearly two years ago, when
Mr. Nolte was not at the property,” Nolte’s publicist Ar-
nold Robinson said Thursday. “It is our understanding
that the individual responsible has been held account-
able. Mr. Nolte was at the time, and still remains, con-
cerned for the young lady’s well-being.”

According to the civil suit, Woodring and a minor gave
the girl the date-rape drug GHB and then sexually as-
saulted her at a Jan. 25, 2003, party.

Dern gives birth to girl

Actress Laura Dern and musician
Ben Harper are the parents of a
baby girl, a publicist said Friday.

The couple’s daughter was born
Nov. 28 at Dern’s Los Angeles home,
said her spokeswoman, Cara Tripic-
chio. A name wasn't released.

“Everyone’s healthy and happy,”
Tripicchio said.

The couple also have a son, Ellery
Walker, 3, who was born in 2001.
Dern, 37, and Harper, 35, are en-
gaged, Tripicchio said.

Dern’s film credits include “Ram-
bling Rose,” “Jurassic Park” and
“Wild at Heart.”

Country legend lifts fan’s spirits

A gift from country music legend Buck Owens has lift-
ed one Salem, Ore., woman’s spirits.

Betty Youngblood received a huge
package this week. It contained a
red, white and blue guitar auto-
graphed by the 75-year-old Owens,
who hosted the TV show “Hee Haw”
for many years.

“I guess he wanted to cheer me
up,” joked Youngblood, a longtime
fan of the singer. She met Owens
three years ago. Her daughter works
for Owens’ company.

Owens knew Youngblood had

several difficult
months, including the dealh of her brother and recent eye
surgery.

The guitar is inscribed with the message: “Two easy les-
sons will qualify you to pick and grin with me. Your
friend, Buck Owens.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Owens

ountry duo shakes Nashville
_Wwith chk hop
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Big & Rich perform with Two-Foot Fred, left back, and Cowboy Troy, far right, during the 38th annual Country Music
Awards at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn. Jon Rich, middle, believes there’s a very strong “blue-collar connection”
between rap and country, something he and Big Kenny Alphin, far left, wanted to explore on their “hick-hop” tracks.

BY SEAN DALY
The Washington Post

ROANOKE, Va.
few hours before he’s scheduled to shake and
shimmy in front of 10,000 fans inside the sold-out
Roanoke Civic Center, Two-Foot Fred, the dwarf
prince of Nashville, is loose on an all-terrain vehi-

cle in the arena’s back parking lot. “The Deuce” — as his
bosses affectionately call him — can barely reach the han-
dlebars.

Fred, the cult-inspiring star of the video for country duo
Big & Rich’s risque hit “Save a Horse (Ride a Cowboy),”
steers the four-wheeler past buses and barbecue grills. Peo-
ple wave, flash thumbs-up. Big & Rich’s growing gaggle of
groupies reach out for him over security barriers.

The Deuce jerks to a stop near a stern-faced leviathan
named Cowboy Troy. The 6-foot-4, 250-pound rapper — in
black cowboy hat, gaudy belt buckle and hnght tight Su-
perman T-shirt — also plays a major role in Big & Rich’s
act, unleashing a motor-mouthed rhyme during “Rollin’
(The Ballad of Big & Rich)”: “You're lookin’ at me crazy
*cause you think 'm loco. The Big Black Cowboy with the
crazy vocal.”

“You're gonna see a whole different vibe tonight,” says
John Rich, 30, a thin, dark-haired man who looks like the
quiet dude at the poker table who’s about to take all your
chips. “It’ll sound like an AC/DC concert.”

Straight-and-narrow Nashville isn’t quite sure what to do
with Rich and his partner, Big Kenny Alphin, whose debut
album, “Horse of a Different Color,” came out of nowhere
to push past the hallowed million-sold mark in just three
months. Sure, the good-time album has punny
honky-tonkers and slick ballads. But there’s also the
rap-rock of “Rollin’ ” with its all-inclusive message (“Char-
ley Pride was the man in black/Rock-and-roll used to be
about Johnny Cash/Hey, what you think about that?”). A
chorus of “Hey ya, hey ya” on “Wild West Show” is an obvi-
ous nod to hip-hoppers OutKast. “Save a Horse” has
call-and-response moments that remind you of a go-go
show. Plus you'll find the kind of silly skits, digi-squiggles
and self-referential boasting more akin to a Ludacris disc.
Yep, “Horse of a Different Color” is controlled, coun-
try-skewering chaos.

“Show me another country act with a black person in it!”
Rich says.

Although they have nothing but nice things to say about
country star Tim McGraw — after all, he did give them a
slot on his tour — Mr. Faith Hill nevertheless represents
the cleansing of country’s gritty roots. Big & Rich want to
dirty things up again. With a little help from their friends,

they've started a movement called the Muzik Mafia, a
tight-knit collection of maverick talents intent on giving
Nashville a swift kick in the gitalong. Think Willie Nelson’s
ruckus-raising Outlaws from the '70s — then add a dwarf.

“Why do you think Two-Foot Fred is so important to
what we do?” Rich asks about his friend, who introduces
the band as well as dances.

“Big & Rich don’t fit any musical genre as far as Fred’s
concerned. And that’s why he likes it so much, 'cause he
doesn’t fit in anywhere, either. When someone who doesn’t
feel like they belong at a country show sees a dwarf on-
stage, dancing around ... well, you can’t be any more out of
place than that. If he’s cool, everybody’s cool.”

“The Deuce is a badass,” says Alphin. “I think he’s a su-
perstar.”

And with that, Alphin, 40, a tall shaggy blond from
Culpeper, Va., takes another gulp of Crown Royal whiskey,
the preferred fuel for this nonstop party. There are bottles
of the hooch everywhere — on buses, in dressing rooms,
even in their songs. Just as 50 Cent talks up Bacardi on “In
Da Club,” Big & Rich, on “Save a Horse,” “buy the bar a
double round of Crown and everybody’s getting down.”

Rich, who grew up in Amarillo, Texas, believes there’s a
very strong “blue-collar connection” between rap and
country, something he and his Big partner wanted to ex-
plore on their “hick-hop” tracks.

There’s a common thread between hip-hop and country,
says Cowboy Troy, who stomps onstage each night for the
show-closing “Rollin’,” throwing a fist the size of a canned
ham into the air and demanding more crowd noise. “It’s all
about having a good time, drinking whatever you want to
drink. Friends and family. ... Big & Rich are breaking down
barriers, cross-pollinating between genres.”

Alphin and Rich like to stamp their motto, “Country
music without prejudice,” on posters, T-shirts, liner notes,
wherever. It may sound like a slick gimmick — after all,
Kid Rock has merged Southern rock and rap, plus he bud-
died onstage with little person Joe C. — but it comes off as
affectionate and genuine. Rich, formerly with the band
Lonestar, has been friends with Cowboy Troy Coleman for
11 years and pals with Two-Foot Fred Gill for six. Both
sidekicks sleep on Rich’s bus.

“We're friends first,” says Cowboy Troy, 33, who was an
assistant manager at a Foot Locker when he got the call
from Rich to come rap on “Rollin’.” “My personal loyalty is
to John Rich and Big Kenny.”

“Somebody else in Big & Rich’s position would not be as
cool to me,” says Fred, 30, who usually prefers a motorized
scooter to an all-terrain vehicle. “With me, there’s a little
more baggage. It's not easy. But they’re unbelievable.
They don’t even blink an eye when it comes to helping
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King Tut for a price

LOS ANGELES —

The Los Angeles
County Museum of Art will
present an exhibition of
King Tut's treasures in
June, but visitors will have
to pay as much as $30 — a
record ticket price — to
see it.

LACMA is expected to
announce that “Tut-
ankhamen and the
Golden Age of the Pharaoh” will
open June 16 and include about
130 Egyptian artifacts, compared
with about 55 that toured the coun-
try in the 1970s.

The “Tut” ticket prices will be
set by the exhibition’s backers.

Sea squirts crowd ocean

PORTLAND — Invasive
sea squirts are multiplying
on the Georges Bank ocean bot-
tom, posing potential threats to lu-
crative seafood species that live on
the productive fishing grounds.
Researchers who inspected the
area say sea squirt colonies now
cover at least 40 square miles, a six-
fold increase in the past year. The
colonies have created dense slimy
mats over gravel and sand on the
northern edge of Georges Bank.
The discovery of such a large off-
shore colony is believed to be un-
precedented and is especially trou-
bling because of the history and
value of Georges Bank to New En-
gland’s seafood industry.

Scowling statue to be sold

DALLAS — After more
than a decade of scowling at

Texas burger joint patrons,
Vladimir Lenin is on the move
again.

The statue of the former Soviet
tyrant, purchased for $500 by the
owner of Goff’s restaurant in 1992
from a factory in Ukraine, will be
listed on the Internet auction site
eBay.

Harvey Gough is selling his res-
taurant near Southern Methodist
University, and the 8-foot, 800-
pound statue has to go. He’s hop-
ing for opening bids of $3,000.

For Gough, a 33-year Texas Na-
tional Guard veteran, the statue is
avictory souvenir rather than a glo-
rification of Lenin.

Gough placed a plaque beneath
the feet of the founder of Russia’s
Communist dictatorship in front of
the restaurant that said “America
won.”

Mercury spill conviction

DETROIT — A former

maintenance worker was
convicted and faces up to 15 years
in prison for intentionally spilling
mercury inside a high school dur-
ing a union dispute. George Carl
Bush, 53, will probably receive be-
tween 10 months probation and
three years in prison instead, offi-
cials said. About 1,400 people in-
side the school were screened for
contamination after the October
2001 spill.

City to pay fired workers
NEW YORK — The city

has been ordered in federal
court to give about $275,000 in

A

4
AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

back pay to a police officer and two
firefighters who were fired for
riding in blackface on a Labor Day
parade float in 1998.

Judge John Sprizzo ruled the
city must pay Officer Joseph
Locurto $80,000, firefighter Robert
Steiner $77,121, and firefighter
Jonathan Walters $117,804, court
records showed.

Former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
blasted the display as a “disgusting
display of racism” and publicly de-
clared the three men would be
fired.

But last year, Sprizzo ruled that
their First ht

and mound sizes are
significantly  less
than they are in the
»>~ United States. But be-
cause few controls fol-
lowed the pest when it
moved into North Ameri-
ca, imported populations
have increased nearly un-
checked.

Eagle returned to wild

MOBILE — A bald

eagle seriously in-
jured in a fight with another eagle
ayear ago has been nursed back to
health.

Wildlife scientists planned to re-
lease the eagle back into the Mo-
bile Delta. The 14-year-old female
eagle, named Pilgrim, was treated
at the Wildlife Sanctuary of North-
west Florida in Pensacola.

Stun-gun student deported

OKLAHOMA CITY — An

Oklahoma State University
student will be deported but won’t
face legal action for trying to board
an airplane with a stun gun. Charg-
es against Marzook Saleh Al-Sham-
mary, a doctoral student from
Saudi Arabia, were dismissed in

rights
were violated when they were
fired.

Virus may control ants

FL GAINESVILLE — A US.

Department of Agriculture
researcher has discovered a natu-
ral infection that could help bring
imported red fire ants under con-
trol.

Marking the first time a virus
has ever been found in the invasive
species, Steven Valles, a Gaines-
ville-based entomologist, said the
cold-like virus could provide “an
additional control measure” in the
ongoing war against the fire ants.

The invasive pest is known for
its painful sting. It has been held in
check by the prevalence of natural
enemies in its native region. In Bra-
zil, fire ant populations, densities

Step right up

Janaina Janin, 2, drinks from

a fountain while being propped
by her cousin, Isai Rodriguez, 6,
and as her sister, Joana, 5, right,
turns on the water during an
indoor soccer tournament in
Spearfish, S.D.

federal court. Court documents

say Al 'y, 28, won’t be al-
lowed back in lhe Umled States for
10 years.

Drunken pilot sentenced

NORRISTOWN — A drunk-

en pilot who buzzed his sin-
gle-engine plane near a nuclear
power plant and disrupted the
flight paths of six airliners was sen-
tenced to six to 23 months in pris-
on.

John V. Salamone had a blood al-
cohol level of 0.15 percent when he
landed after an erratic, four-hour
flight on Jan. 15 over the Philadel-
phia region, authorities said. The
legal limit for drivers in Pennsylva-
nia is 0.08 percent.

But Pennsylvania doesn’t have
laws concerning drunken flying,
and drunken driving charges
against Salamone were thrown
out.

Instead, Salamone was convict-
ed of risking a catastrophe and
reckless endangerment.

Salamone, 44, of Pottstown,
must also serve five years proba-
tion and undergo alcohol counsel-
ing, a Montgomery County judge
ordered.

Titanic plate for sale

DALLAS — A homeless Dal-

las man is selling a plate

from the Titanic on the Internet

auction site eBay.

Asking  price?
$49,995.

Jay Sherman’s plate, which he in-
herited from a great-aunt, has
been authenticated by a Czech fac-
tory. It was made exclusively for
the doomed cruise ship Titanic,
and may be the only one like it to
survive.

Sherman said his great-aunt was
a survivor of the great British
cruise ship and took the small
plate with her.

More than 2,600 people had visit-
ed the Web site, but no bids have
been posted.

Starting  at

Candles for Kwanzaa MamaEdie Armstrong, left,

helps Ashley Scharp, 6, with the
lighting of the Kinara during a Kwanzaa celebration at the University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay.

i Marine Sgt. Mark Murphy gets a kiss from
SpeCIal send()ff his daughter, McKay, a first-grader at
Green Springs Elementary School in Olathe, Kan. Murphy was at the
school for a sendoff party by the students in McKay's class. Murphy will
be leaving for Iraq after the first of the year so the students drew pictures
and wrote inspirational comments about how proud they are of him.

Tournament of Roses Queen Ashley
Moreno applies onion seed to the nose
of a panda on a float, titled Playful Pandemonium. The float, celebrating
family, will be entered in the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day.

Parading pandas
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Here comes Santa Claus Santa and his helpers make their annual trip down Bayou Little Cail-

lou in Chauvin, La., aboard a commercial shrimp vessel.

Helping hand

A snowboarder, right, get a lesson
from a Perfect Turn ski instructor
at Mount Snow in West Dover, Vt.

Cat fancied ludge Rachel Anger of Ann Arbor, Mich., declares

hamseys Pinot Grigio the best kitten at the United
Persian Society Cat Show at the Sangamon County Fairgrounds in New Ber-
lin, lll. The European Burmeese was shown by Robin Bryon of Champaign, Ill.
The show included about 200 cats.

The Radio City Rockettes perform during the Boston debut of the Radio
City Christmas spectacular at the Wang Theatre.

Kicking off Christmas

Bear hunt called off

TRENTON — The state’s

highest court called off New
Jersey’s bear hunt four days be-
fore the season is scheduled to
start.

In a unanimous decision, the Su-
preme Court ruled that the state
needs to establish a proper manage-
ment program for bears before it
can allow the animals to be hunted.

More than 300 black bears were
killed in last year’s hunt — the first
bear season in 33 years in New Jer-
sey. Proponents maintain another
season is needed because of in-
creasing contact between the ani-
‘mals and humans.

The hunt was authorized in July
by the state Fish and Game Coun-
cil, an independent panel that sets
New Jersey’s hunting seasons.
Nearly 4,000 permits had been is-
sued.

Dog rescued from tire

WACO — It took the Jaws

of Life and a veterinarian,
but Cinnamon the Boston terrier is
no longer stuck in a tire.

Wayne Hyde saw  his
10-month-old dog’s rear quarters
sticking in the air, her head
plugged into the center rim of a
full-size tire.

Trudy Dillinger, Hyde’s girl-
friend, tried using Vaseline to re-
lease the 17-pound dog’s head,
which seemed bigger than the 4-
inch-diameter ring around her
neck.

Dll!.mger called the Bellmead
Fire Department. Firefighters
tried to cut the tire rim with a hand-
held metal saw, but they stopped to
avoid accidentally hurting the dog.

Then they used their most seri-
ous extraction device, a rescue tool
called the Jaws of Life, which uses
hydraulic power to pry apart or
slice open cars when accident vic-
tims are stuck.

Briton pleads guilty
[y LOS ANGELES — A
43-year-old man originally
from Middlesbrough, England,
pleaded guilty Tuesday to trying to
extort $180,000 from a supermar-
ket chain by threatening to put
tainted baby food products on
store shelves, authorities said.

In exchange for his guilty plea,
federal prosecutors agreed to rec-
ommend that David Ian Dickinson
be sentenced to 41 to 51 months in
prison. Dickinson had faced a pos-
sible 25-year prison term.

A federal grand jury in May
handed up an indictment against
Dickinson charging him with one
count of extortion and one count of
tampering with consumer prod-
ucts. Dickinson was living with his
family in the Venice area of Los An-
geles on an expired visa at the time
of the extortion attempt.

Released, then arrested

DALLAS — A 76-year-old

man was arrested just three
months after his release from a
Texas prison where he had served
more than 40 years on a wrongful
conviction.

Robert Carroll Coney of Dallas
was released in August after his
1962 Angelina County robbery con-
viction was ruled a case of mistak-
en identity.

Coney had said his identity was
confused with a man he carpooled
with through Lufkin on the day of
the crime.

But federal marshals recently ar-
rested him on a warrant issued in
1976, accusing him of escaping
from a Georgia prison. The Dallas
Morning News reported he had
been serving a 23-year sentence in
Georgia for robbery and forging
checks.

Coney had spent time behind
bars in several states, including
Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi,
and escaped and was recaptured
numerous times.

Six dead in crash

VERO BEACH — Six peo-

ple died in a head-on colli-
sion on Florida’s Turnpike that
might have been caused by a
blown tire, officials said.

The incident began when the driv-
er of a Toyota heading north lost con-
trol of the vehicle, which crossed
the median into southbound traffic
about 20 miles west of Vero Beach,
Florida Highway Patrol Lt. Pat San-
tangelo said. The car then rammed
head-on into a Honda.

The Honda sideswiped another
southbound vehicle, causing the
third car to cross the median into
northbound lanes.

No one in the third vehicle was
injured.

All three people in the Toyota
died and three of the four people in
the Honda died, including a
7-month-old child, Santangelo said.

One woman in the Honda sur-
vived with a broken leg, he said.

Donor IDs stolen

A Red Cross employee and
two other people were ac-
cused of stealing the identities of
about 40 blood donors and using
the information to obtain about
$268,000 in cash and merchandise.
In 2002 and 2003, Red Cross data
entry clerk Danielle Baker, 33, of
Collingswood, N.J., filched names,
addresses, dates of birth, Social Se-
curity numbers, telephone num-
bers and places of employment
from the computer records of peo-
ple who had participated in corpo-
rate blood drives in Philadelphia,
U.S. Attorney Patrick Meehan said.
Harold J. McCoy III, 33, and
Karynn R. Long, 36, of Dayton,
Ohio, then used the information to
obtain credit, cash counterfeit
checks and get bank loans, Mee-
han said.

“The defendants zeroed in on
people based on their employment
with companies that paid well,
knowing it was easier for people
with high salaries to obtain credit,”
he said.

79-year-old arrested

FORT LAUDERDALE — A

79-year-old woman was ar-
rested at Fort Lauderdale Interna-
tional Airport when security
screeners found an unloaded gun
in her carry-on bag, sheriffs offi-
cials said.

Margaret Anderson was plan-
ning to board a flight on Bahamas
Air when an X-ray scanner re-
vealed a small handgun inside the
bag, and Broward Sheriff’s Office
deputies took her and her luggage
into custody, sheriffs spokesman
Jim Leljedal said in a news re-
lease.

Deputies found a single-shot
Colt Derringer in a gun case built
to resemble a hardcover book,
with seven .22-caliber bullets in
the case next to the weapon, the
sheriff’s office said.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Horoscope

Mercury, now driving in reverse
around the universe, waves out the
window as it passes Pluto. There’s a
second chance to look at a
rather drastic decision

made not so long ago.
Whether or not you care to
review matters very litle.
Things get brought up and
you must defend or amend
your position. Were you too
harsh? Too passive? Be
honest.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(December 7). You don't
just have big dreams for this
year, you're starting to form
‘a specific plan to get there.
Write it down, and you'll start to see
success as early as March. Family
victories in January feel like your
own. Singles make sassy connec-
tions and enjoy an adventurous fiing
that could tum into something seri-
ous. Cancer and Leo are excellent
matches.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You've had it with being neat, punc-
tual and respectiully silent at all the
right times. You're supposed to be a
free spirit, right? Better to rebel in
artistic ways than to become a
worker gone wild. You're quite a
genius.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You're on the hunt for people who
can make your workload lighter. As
long as you're getting help, you may
as well choose a partner to whom
you're well matched. Work, like golf,
is better when you share a similar
handicap.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Thoughtful and generous, you make
all the right moves toward all the
right people. Now, ask yourself, are
you doing this for all the right rea-
sons? Regardless, it's very effective.
Your approval rating goes up.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
‘You've got the opportunity to be a
newcomer — seize it! It's an opportu-
nity to reinvent yourself. Right now,
people around you will accept some-
one new more readily than someone
they've known all ther lives.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It's the
everyday parts of your life that
require effort now. If you're married
with rug rats, this is the time to make

4

Holiday

a big effort to put the desire back in
the relationship. Do something that
will make your sweetheart ecstatic.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The advances you're thinking about
may be big (as in change your life),
medium-sized (as in change your

. mind) or small (as in

Mathis change your clothes). All
are good, but the change
you resist the most will be
the best one to make.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Cosmo
diva Helen Gurley Brown
invented the word EMO
to remind her staff to
always appeal to emo-
tions. EMO will make
your communication
super effective. You could
even EMO your way into a wedding
proposal.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
The world responds to your strength
and containment. But it responds
quietly, admiring you from a distance
— after all, it looks like you don't
need any help. Show a bit of vulnera-
bility, though, and help is on the
way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The old adage of Hollywood
directors goes that 90 percent of
directing is the casting. Do every-
thing in your power to make sure
you are assigning the right people to
the appropriate role in your life.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You're in an extravagant
mood. Expressing your affection in
showy, overboard ways is not neces-
sary, but it certainly is fun! Just be
sure not to promise anything too far
into the future — this expansive
spell won't last.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
There's so much you don't know
about people you see nearly on a
daily basis. Ask open-ended ques-
tions in a variety of categories.
Surprises are in store. The more you
leam, the better you'll function as a
team.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
People around you are obviously
status conscious, which could cause
a knee-jerk insecurity response from
you. Relax, though. You really don't
need to talk up your accomplish-
ments — an attitude of success
says itall.
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5 18 “Little Women” 8 Pe e"s 2 Hap e o
32 woman upil's cover oppyCock!
‘a 9 Saharan 38 Huck’s transport
19 Smoothed wood
[} 10 Spiked club 39 Modern-day coin
21 Spinnaker
R R [ supors 1 Tt o
e o 1T W Toe 80 miTen
(1 e 7€ pooReir | 1| EER LS o e 16 Pairs of ens 41 Hinge (on)
FELLOW DO 4 20 “... against — of 44 Compete
SCOMETHING % 25 Perry's creator "
< troubles’ 45 Female kangaroo
26 Get angry 21 A religion (Abbr) 46 Rage
30 Afternoon affair 22 Neighborhood 47 Sawbuck
2 31 “MHARS*H"
- ] .
s IH venue Answer to Previous Puzzle
§ i 32 Not vert.
: 33 The poor
5 oo 1 35 Stupefy
5 ND- |2 LET DOGBERT GUIDE g
XSS CAUSED BY YOUR g YouFoR A FEw OAYS. [} 36 Ohio nine
3 AND HERE'S A - 3
BOVISULASHES OF THE 1] CERIPTION TO MAKE H 37 German spa city
g vou poreY ] 38 Altered the sketch s
. H 41 Aries 3
8 H 42 Emanation 7
g § 43 “That's enough!” A
¥ : 48 “Animal House )
# g group
49 Goose egg cl
NEVER 50 Ticked off Y
GIvE R
up/ 51 Garb for A
48-Across
12-7 CRYPTOQUIP
s
£ AL PNCEMEKN ZHYFAKX
=

M K TCOHX NKEONG AL

1 LOVE THIS COOKIES. .. PRESENTS...
TIME OF WEAR COOKIES. ,.FAMILY. ..
COOKIES. ..

ZCHYGXKN, POE MFV VECNL

XFXG'E M CHX TY EKN.
Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: I HEAR A
GRANDFATHER CLOCK WAS FOUND ATOP A
MOUNTAIN PEAK. WELL, IT’S HIGH TIME!
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals D
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Inappropriate tip jars prevalent

Dear Abby: When I read the
letter from “All Tipped Out,”
commenting on the increasing
number of “tip jars” she encoun-
ters in business establishments, I
had to write and say I couldn’t
agree more.

I first noticed the phe-
nomenon about 15 years
ago, at a wine-and-cheese
fund-raiser for an organi-
zation to which I be-
longed. I was flabbergast-
ed to see that the people
pouring the wine had a
tip jar on the bar. I as-
sumed that we had hired
these people as part of
the contract, and certain-
ly never expected to see
them blatantly soliciting
tips. However, I couldn’t
convince the event organizers to
do anything about it.

Since then, I have seen tip jars
on the open bars at weddings.
Only once have I seen the father
of the bride have the good sense
and righteous indignation to
order them removed immediate-

Dear Abby

ly.

There is no reason to tolerate
paid help hustling one’s invited
guests for tips. You wouldn’t put
up with this at a catered event at
your home.

— Pat C., Hockessin, Del.

Dear Pat: Good point. Frankly,
I too was surprised at
how prevalent the
practice has become.

Read on:

Dear Abby: Please
tell “All Tipped Out” to
hold onto her hat.

There is a doctor’s
office in our town —
beautiful facility with
lots of employees and
patients — that does
the same thing, although in a
slightly less blatant way.

A friend of mine went to this
office to have a procedure done.
It was not performed by the
doctor, but by a technician.
When she went to pay at the
reception desk, she was asked if

she would like to “tip” the techni-
cian.

I have no problem tipping in
establishments where I know the
employees are not receiving
minimum wage and depend on
tips to supplement their incomes.
However, I have no doubt that
technician was earning more
than minimum wage, and I don’t
think it was appropriate to ask a
patient for a tip.

I will be more on my toes than
my friend was. I will say, “Per-
haps the doctor should give his
technician a raise if she needs

— Always a New Twist
in Wyoming
Dear New Twist: What you
have described seems more like
a demand than a request, and
it’s appalling.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

MU

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NAKOE

En garde! it,
Gladys, s fun

©2004 Tribune Media Services, Inc
All Rights Feserved

UNYTT
HEOON
ANTOYB

LX)

e jurmbie com

Now arrange the circled letters to

SMAFOU
form the surprise answer, as

OHONG
A by the above cartoon.
0000000

{Answers tomorrow)
PEACE ELDER HAZARD GUNNER

Jumbles:

Universal Press Syndicate

Torn over friend vs. fiance feud

Dear Annie: Mybest Apnie’s Mailbox
y e s T

friend, “Sue,” and m;
fiance, “Sam,” don’t get
along. Normally, T would
not consider this cause
for concern.

However, the reason
for their rift is what wor-
ries me. Sam, who is
Jewish, has accused Sue
of being anti-Semitic.

1 have known Sue since
kindergarten. Although
she has strong religious
beliefs, I never have
heard her make a prejudicial
statement of any kind. I know she
does not approve of interfaith
relationships, but I thought she
supported my choice.

Sam informed me of several
anti-Semitic comments that Sue
allegedly said to him. When I
asked Sue if this was true, she
appeared shocked and denied it.
She then approached Sam about
his accusations in order to

pened. He thinks I have
put Sue before him and
has asked me to end my
friendship with her.
strictly his
word against hers. T
love Sam and want my
marriage to work.

He treats me like a
princess. But I don’t
wish to end a lifelong
friendship over some-
thing I can’t prove.

— Need the Wisdom of
Solomon

Dear Need Wisdom: Here’s
our take on it. Because Sue disap-
proves of interfaith relationships,
she most likely said something to
Sam that he interpreted as
anti-Semitic, since he is doubt-
less sensitive to such comments.

Our concern is that Sam shows
no interest in clarifying the situa-
tion or working with you to im-
prove it. His need for you to cut
off a longtime friend and accept

straighten out any
tion between them.
Now Sam is upset. He thinks
our conversations should be
private and that I should have
taken his word for what hap-

his word dis-
turbs us and doesn’t speak well
for his ability to deal with other
conflicts that undoubtedly will
come up in your marriage. If you
haven’t had couples counseling,

please look into it.

Dear Annie: oOne of my clos-
est friends, “Lotte,” moved out of
state last year. I have visited her
twice and recently invited her to
visit me. I even offered to pay for
her plane ticket. She accepted —
and then asked if she could bring
her boyfriend wit

I would ratherJust have Lotte,
alone, and told her. Now she is
having second thoughts, saying
her boyfriend feels hurt that T
don’t want him here. Should T
offer to visit her instead?

— Seattle Friend

Dear Seattle: Lotte was wrong
to include her boyfriend in the
invitation, and when you said
“no,” she should have backed
down immediately instead of
working on your guilt. Tell Lotte
you miss her and want the visit to
be just the two of you. If she insists
on'bringing the boyfriend, say
sorry, you'll see her another time.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

lease e-mail your questions to

Yesterday'

Answer:  When the prisoner was hospitalized, his

prognosis was — “GUARDED”

Family Circus

12-7
D% g s Sy

i
o e A Do 7% Cresiors Sundi-
cate, STT7 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, C:

eators Syndicate

(aRAF 'l'l”

Dennis the Menace

SALL TTOLD HIM WAS THAT HIS BREATH
DIDN'T SMELL VERY CHRISTMASY. "

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

“He's using blanks—pass it on.”

“I made the team. They all liked my
touchdown dance.”

50 BN MRS oUR PLANG

Non Sequitur




Tuesday, December 7, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 23

STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-8203

Attorneys 88
FSL

Attorney Joe Maiss
Full Service Law firm
US & Berman Divarcas
Emplaymenn & Persanal
Ta. Probats, TanaryLandiord Oisputes.
email: maiss@hd-law.de

Office: Heidelberg ‘TEI: 06221-727-9595
LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
US. Attorney at Lay

Specializing since 1960 in U.S. Federal
ment Law, Administrative Boards,
Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice, Tort
Claims, International Contracts and
igration Law.
Darmstadter Landstraie 184, 60598 Frankfurt am Main
Tor (60108 75 7579 Fas: (10970 90 53

Frankfurt
Konstanze Salmen

Travel Agencies 1002
F-r-1-1.4 DN.I."\IE

i r—
025 0 5 Dscovot el

|
Fly To The States for as low as

299 Euro
Round Trip incl. Tax!
call toll free 0800-5878359
World of

L]
e O

" caLLToDAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237)

ckend & Evening Appolntments Avaiable |

Internet Services 600
T
. DSL and Cell service now
PiCner in aly and Germany.

« DSL FLAT RATE
+SAME DAY ACTIVATION

+ALL SERVICES AND

« SUPPORT IN ENGLISH

T call us: 06221750050
T fax us: 062217500655
) e-mai: postoffice@pjsnet com

INT E NBT ACCESS
. Www.greennet.de
\ DSL Flat Rate €29.90 i
Unlimited Time & Volume or
Internet Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
1

STARSNZSTRIPES.
Your Hometwn Newspaper
Buy Stripes this Sunday and
every Sunday to get your scene!

ABC /=550 ai=e
Weddings EURALL

oy iy mm-h:m (THE BEST WAY T0 SEE EURDPE
w.abctravel.de

PN 69 743 090 10

or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil
T

Long Distance
Service

O
Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!
Buy i
Stripes this On/OffBase
KUWAIT Cell:  20¢
Sunday Via DSN Optr:  5.9¢
and every SPAIN: 7.9¢
PORTUGAL: 9.9c
Sunday to ||| TyRKEY:
get your Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 rst
scene! Credit Card | US Bank Debit!
Hemized Monthly Biling!
24/7 Live Customer Support
0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
900-961-539
US Direct | 1-402-392-7513
E-mail | info@militel.net

ar Shipping
To & From \the US.A:
ide

., Harms GmbH & Co,
An den Sporpldizen 8-10

AROUND THE CLO 06454 Walldor (Frankur)

emalwciassen mallerharms do

ol G105 45651 i anharma do

Super Specials World Wide
s.,.z-..fl‘l‘.'a'llzi,'r...,

ruund the Wor

Offers A rid
CaIIChrlsune 06!02 270624

Over a million airfares worldwide
gt 64« 6357 Horou
fox: 06181-906690 # e-mail: mti@mtitravel de
Call 06181906690
Mon-iE 9am.-6 pm. St 11 om.-2pm
www.miitravel.de

L wwwmiitrvelde |
DISCOUNT FLIGHT

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
sl'm £l "gg 2 www.flyusave.com
Travel L;nu ph: 0180-5007427

STANDARD ISSUE

MEETS A NEW STANDARD

ars/Containers
to/trom USA

Vit our b it for

OV
Wono-Winer

3 FREE On Lin Rate Request
100% o

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH|
Specialzed Shippng toffrom the US's Canada

oushold Goods, PesonalBeongings

o o' at the Docks today!l
|nfc@|n(erg\oba\sh|ppmgde
globalshipping de|

T (0421 40650 o (04211340 6565

Tax Assistance 940

Financial Services

LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
00 - $15,000

USIL.OANS

WWW.USLoans.cc
Tel. (049) 06371-17222 or 917891 -Fax 2633
E-Mail: USLoansramstein@sol.com
Toll Free Tel, 0800-USLOANS (875-6267)
Hours: Mon-Fri 0900-1800- Open ALL Holidays
semssoms Loading Amercan Miltary Londers
T

LOANS

Woridwide Loan Services for active
U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germany 0800yesioan Italy/ Belgium DD800yesloans
USA 1677omaiusa  or o fo wew yesomnicom

om

Sure, you could get
your refund faster.
When the IRS gets a drive-thru.
Fileelectronically with our
Rapid Refund service and get your
vefund in half the time.

SJ’AR?,&SNTR\PES

Buy Stripes this Sunday and

. . HeR BLOCK
estripes.osd.mil
o ooar 43660 i
STARSWSSTRPES. || i woprie
Your 779574780 o650

every Sunday to get your scene!
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED

advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED ... it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS COF:EC;MSJIFLPES T%Ac!mﬁyszl‘?,‘essa aim. - 5:30 pam,)
s X

1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0B0) and phone number). Email: clasad@mail estripes.osd.mi
615
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package. ity uvoglss-souu/azs/zu o DSN 34-8447/8328/8212
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified. Toll Free In Europe: elgium: 0800-7802  Germany: 0800-1011-271
Netherlands: 0800-0223804 m>780255 Spain: 900-958304

4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate K 0800-0858828 N 1.877751.0352
Customer Sen 5-601437 or DSN 349-8437

ON BUSINESS nnzs Bl W L GG D

payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

MONDAY, DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS

TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY ] A G

WEDNESDAY| DUE 4 PM FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY iC14 lines/4 days @ $20 (14 lines/7 days @ $30 [ 4 lines/30 days @ $55
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

Your Name: Phone #
{ Addre:
Visa/MC # (circle one). Exp.Date:

Category #: Run Date(s):

AGLL L L L

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES
1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 (§5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertising personal merchandise or private property 1
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to TR O R O R N R SO R R SO S S S S S R AT N R RV
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial operations.  Employment Rates apply for

Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Classified.

* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Visa, s:;m Payment to:
MasterCard, Check or Money Order. lease do ot send cash. If an ad i not received by the designated deadiine, PO Address International Address
it will begin unning the next avalable day. leas allow one extra day for al Federal hlidays. cl[nop%andSA(:rs Gstripes - European Stors & stripe
Classified ad lines include roximately 25 ch ters (this includes space r line. lassifie Iver ‘5"‘ lepartment assifies lvertising
§ Clssified ad ine include approximately 25 charactes (ts incluces spaces) perlne. Unit 20480, APO AE 09211 Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

Deadline to place, cancel, o make any change to an ad is four business Gays pror to st date of publication. 10 the resporsbiliy of the advertiser o contact European Sars & Stripes Clasifed on the irst date of publicaton to cortect erors. I the ad has a typographical eor, that does not
affect the integral value of the ad, ie.c., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case): CAPS, bold,italicized incorretly: it will be corrcted, but no makegood wil be given. Incorrect phone numbers, wrong prie, wrong dates, make or model lsted incorecty wil result in 2 makegood for one
additional day. Stas & Strips reservs the right o edit and return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publishing. AL classified advertisements are non-refundable.
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Jobs Offered

630

Wednesday, December 8, 2004
12:00 - 18:00

Armstrong Army Club
Vogelweh Housing Area, Ramstein

Thursday, December 9, 2004

13:00 - 18:00
Community Center
Patch Barracks, Stuttgart

Please join us and meet with our hiring managers.
There are exciting career opportunities awaiting you at
Titan Corporation as well as pride in knowing you are

helping to support our Homeland Security. We have a variety
of positions currently available in the following areas:
* Engineering Systems, Networking
and Database Management

 Imagery, ISR Collections
* Analysts
* Training
¢ Planning and Operations Support
* Force Protection

Please visit our our website at www.titan.com/careers

for more information and a complete list
of all our current openings.

These positions require a Bachelor’s degree
and a current Top Secret security clearance and
must meet requirements of DCID 6/4.

www.titan.com
EOE. M/F/D/V

TITAN

National Security Solutions

1 |
Now Stars and Stripes % |STARSU#STRIPES.
newspaper is also Your Hometben Nowspaper
% available clectronically. Get %
your copy for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil *

Standard *
Issue Meets
A New
Standard *

Wherever You Go,
We Go.

Jobs Offered : 630
STANDARD ISSUE
ST‘L%ZE%EEPES MEETS A NEW

STANDARD

GRAPHIC ARTIST
Jary: $31.500- $35,000

i
Now
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Sy S S0, Stars and Stripes

a: NIA
e: Unil Filed

newspaper is

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
also available
LABORER
HUMAN RESOURCE ASSISTANT ele(:tronlcally
ot Get your copy
e || for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil

@ mailestripes.osd.mil
opean Stars & Stripes,
rsonnel Offic

STARS#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Flughafenstrasse Geb. 43

STARS AND STRIPES IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
s COMODATIO OVIDE}

Wherever You Go, We Go.

011149 (0-6155.601433207
DSN: 3495433207

Jobs Offered 630 Standard Issue
L ! Meets A
Do You Want To Earn Some Extra Cash?

New Standard
European Stars and Stripes Home Delivery Carrier _—
Stars and Stripe Home Delivery Carrier
NEEDED ASAP!!!!

For: Sandhausen, Leimen, Nussloch, and St. Iigen
Duty Description: Door to Door Newspaper delivery for
120 Home subscribers.

Route duration: 2hrs 15 min
Monthly compensation: $ 1,200

estripes.osd.mil

STARSU#STRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

For more details please call:
James. P. Afflerbach
District Manager:

Civ: 0172-6707-347
T

Il
Buy Stripes this Sunday
and every Sunday to get your scene!

STARS#STRIPES,
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Tuesday

130 am.—

port Bowling: PBA Den-
ver rf
PR0Ani, 3 am.—NFL: Dallas at Seat-

F s, 3 a.m.—College football: Bowl
specartad:
AFN-Sports, 4 a.m.—Golf: People vs. Pros

S
s, 9_am.—College basketball:
Vv mva a( lowas( e,
i, 11 a.m.—NFL: Dallas at Seattle
(dm)
jermain Taylor
20 v iTam. JDDPS /(31 for WBC Con-
tinental Americas middieweight champion-
ship (.
ARN-S,
Pesports, 7
ports, 7 p.m.—!
ld).

~NBA: Miami at Utah
NFL: Dallas at Seattle

3
&

Wednesday

AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—NBA: Milwaukee at
indiana.

Sports, 1 am.—College basketball:

Mempmsvs bitsbaron.
rts, 3 am.—College basketball:

Oklahoma St.vs. Syracuse.

por 'm.—NBA: New Orleans at
Ho‘ursmn (dld}.

-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—NBA: Charlotte at
sacramento (dl
((D-Spotts, 8 pim.—Rodeo: National inals

All times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast. Al istings are sub.
Ject fo change. Some radio broadcasts not
available in all areas. Visit www.m
for more information.

College basketba

AP Men’s Top 25 fared
v. 29-Dec. 5
1. Wake Fore \ st to No. 5 Illinois

o173 beat hmond 3075,
aneas (-0 beat Nevada 8552 beat Pa-

3 Lracusc (7:0) beat st. Bonaventure
91:67; beat Colgate 68-55.

4. Georgia Tech (5) béat Michigan 99-68
beat Georgia

orjlinoss 5 beat No. 1 Wake Forest

3; beat Arkansas

2 kiamoms. State () beat Southern

Melpodist 76-57; beat Washington state

t () beat Florida Interna-
tigrald sa 45 beat indian

m oul k‘%s—?) beat No. éll Michigan State
alpar:

o Michigan Qhate 2 ost toNo. 10 buke
74 105t to George Washington 9-63; beat
&Eegrieias

19:Maryland (4-2)ost to No. 5 Wisconsin
69-61; beat George Mason 78-54; lost to
Gegrge Washington 101-62.

B Fitsburh (5:0) oeat st. Francis, Pa.
65-41; beat Duquesne 8;

14, Tost Lo Gonzaga

Wasmnghon 61
beat Eastern Washingtor
1s Mississippi State (6-2) ot Soui Ala-
bama 66-52; lost to No. 21 Arizona 68-64.
sigho rm Carglina s State (6-0) beat Purdue
53; beat Manhattan 76-
v Lomsvme @l beat Lafayette 98-57.
Texas (5:1) beat Coppin State 86-50;
et SetonHal 70-65.
orida (4-1) beat Florida A&M 88-51;
lost m Wiarmi 15-65.
Notre Dame’ (3-1) lost to Michigan

21, Arizona (5-2) beat Wyoming S8-70; beat
No,i5 Mississippi state 68-64.
‘Alabama (6-1) beat East Tennessee
state 1147 Beat Cnarloﬂe 102-101, 30T,
2 lowa @D beat Drake Cente
nary 8553 be 2t North Carolina-Greensboro

ia (6-0) beat Northwestern 48-4
boat ABUT 85 87

5. Wisconsin (4-1) beat No. 12 Maryland
69-64; beat Rutgers 70-62.

Sunday’s men’s scores

Galiforia, Pa, 63, West Chester 67
d i

eors 58 E24t Sroudeburg 55
airmont St. 77, Columbia Union 57

indiana pa,66,C

utzto hip)

enoir- m\yne S ereld St 61
oyola M 7, Nia ora s,

ipper)
205 Lowell 76 Frank\m werceea
ersyile 66, Lock

Rider 62, lona

Vasear 0_WCeT 68

TOURNAMENT
BB8T Classic
ampionship

George Washiy to:dlnl Maryland 92

Michigan St. 66, George r\?ason 60
AP Women’s Top 25 fared

115U (80) boatNorth Tekas 7751

2 North Carolina (6-D beat Wottor so-s1;
beat Tennessee-Martin 96-36; lost to Penn
State 77-7L.

3. Notre Bame (7-1) beat Valparaiso 69-59;
lost to No. 15 Michigan state 82.73, OT.

4 Tennessee (4-2) lost to No. 10 Duke

. Stanford (5-0) did not play.
6. ia (5-2) beat Georgia Southern

e
eat McNeese State 80-26;

it 1) Deat South Florida
e 55, oT heat Yoly Gross 75-36
r (61 beat

3 : beat Jack-

ast Car
uke (7 1) beal Nk Famassee 83.s7;
beat Baciic 88

oal:onio Siate (1-1 beat Ohio 107-37; beat

O PeiaFech (1) beat Arkansas-Litle
13 vanuernm (6:0)_beat Memphis 96-53;
beat Wiami (Ohio) 93-50.

Purd o Houston 63-60;

. Purdue (4-2) I
beat uc santa Garbara co-55, O oo to No.

5 Michigan state (6-1) beat No. 3 Notre
Dame 82-73, OT; beat Cincinnati 77- o
16. Rutgers (4-1) lost to Old Dominion

(5:0) beat

anesu(a o (61) beat Detroit 8634
beat Kansas 62
5 Kansas state (-
shire 84-80:fost o Liberty,
20. Boswn College - )bt Holy cross
1; heastern
a Tech (3-2) lost fo Mississippi
eat Western Kentucky 7360

17.” Depaul Hllinois-Chicago
7-

2) beat New Hamp:

21 Louis
o insie
R1ariand (33 beat Loyola, M. 77-36;
beat Xavior 7413,

 TCU (6-2) beat SMU 85-65; lost to Arkan-

- Villanova (4-2) lost to George Washing-
ton 62-52; beat Pennsylvania 69-44.

5. UCLA (5-1) beat Pepperdine 74-61; beat
No. 14 Purduie 70+

Sunday’s women’s scores

iz, Pa 1 Westches(erSI
isius 62, Rid

Sotieton &k, 13, Becker 46
olgate 70, Wagner
oacticut THaly Cro
Ginboro 18, st Stroudsbur 52
, Columbia Union 53

. 88, Stony Brook 82
aine Maritime 83, Lasell 42

oA, Slppery Rock 57
ga €8, Yeshiv

agara

enn st. 77, North Carolina.
Seton Hall 47, Saint Joseph’s 36
hippensburd 62, wn

eter’s 52, Marist
Viilanoua b, pasn it

Auburn 54, Tular

on 57, Roanoke
mnewealth 67

a. Wesleyan 80, Mashington & Lee 68
wa 77, N low

e
Youngstown St, 61, Akr
Arkansas St. 6

8, T

koo 5185, Arkansas Tech 46

SN0 &0, North Toxas 46

Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 75, Lamar 49
FAR WEST

£ Washington o 1daho 59
fresno st. 6, Sari Diego 43

Southern Cal 77, Loyola Marymount 56
SEMary's, Cal. 0, Sacramento st 50
UC Riverside 56, N. Arizona 44

Uesanta garbara 76, regon st. 71
UCLA 70, Purdue
TodknavENTS
rown Classic
Championship
Brown 69, Lemg;\hen

Bouling Green 74, D5:
Ganien Costa Thmed vt

hampionship

California 65, Tennessee Tech 41

i
Pepperdine 63 C5 Nortiridge 42

Classic

champlonshlp

Arizona 80, Web
iind place
Delaware 69, UNC-Greensb
witational

Stephen F-Austin & Jackeon st. 49
Sever

Wount Holyoke sy Swanhmorc “
Smith 57, Haverford 51
St. Joseph Conn. 54, Bryn Mawr 39

College football

AP Top 25

The Top 25 teams in The Associated Press
college foctball pol with irstplace votes in
parentheses, r hrough Dec. 4, total
points based g o B & st pace

frooh one point for a Z5th-placevote,
and previous ranki

1 Southern Cal 44)
Z.0Kan

23

25 Bosmn College
hers recelving votes: We:
Tol000 B0, PurduE a5, Koy 3
Frasng St 24 Oklanorma s? 16, UTER & Syra:
e 5, N. lifinois 4, Bowling Green 3, New

SQuarterfnals

Willam & iary 44 Defaware 38,201
James Madison 14, Furr
Wontana sT- New Hapare 17
osam Houston State 35 Eastern Washing-
on

Semifinals,

mi
Friday, Dec. 10
James Madison (112) a William & Mary
(11-2) Saturday, Dec.
(3 Houston State S at Montana
Championshi
y, Dec. 1
ey Stadmy Davenport Field
Chattanooga, Tenn.
semifinal winners

Division Il playnﬂs

Semif
saturday,
Valdosta State 45,
Pittsburg St. 31, North Dakota
mpionship
urday, Dec.
At Braly Municipal Stadium

Florence, Ala.

(Gitsburg St. (140) s, Valdosta State

Vit Choster 21
19

Division Ill playoffs
ouaﬂerf inals

ay, Dec. 4
Rowan, N.J 56, Delaware v
R i By ior 2. Waahiagton & ef-

ferson, Pa.
Mount Union, ohio 38, carthage, wis. 20

Ca
6, Occidental, Callf. 27
mifinals
Saturday, Dec.
Mary Hardin-Baylor 85t Mount union,
Ohio (12-

Rowan, N.J. (10-2) at Linfield, Ore. (11-0)

Champlonship
saturday, Dec. 18
Stagg Bow
Atsalem Stadium
Salem, Va.
Semifinal winners

NAIA playnffs
mlﬁ

st Francis, I, 15 Goon %lown, Ky. 7
careoll. M. 14 Aziga Factic 10

urday, Dec.

. Carzol Stadiam

Couty, Tenn.

(13-0) V. Carroll, Mont.

Har
St. Francis, In

a1-2)

Baseball

Free agent signings

NEW YORK — The 22 free agents who have
i

Press from player and management sourc-
est

w0 R Saned b Doug Mirabell, .

to as: mv\l\on two'year contr
5" 3L RecDgned Bob wick-
man rhp‘ 102 5575 milioh, one-year con-
T (1) — Signed Troy Percival, rhp,
Arhe (0 2 ST Mo, o vear coh:

— Signed Juan Castro, 3b,
e o o e et s an:
tract; signed Mike Redmond, c, Florida, to a
SL8 milllon, two-year contract;

NEW YORK (1 Re-signed fohn Flaherty,
,10:an $300,000, one-year con
TRRRS (1~ e Signed Doug Brocall hp,

to St million, one-year contract.
TORONTO (1) — Re-igned Greg yers, ¢,
toa minor \eaaue conlracl 2 5700000).

et mendun Rusch,
ra

d

ss. to 2 $L25 million, one-year contract.
MILWAUKEE (1) — Signed Damian Milier, c,
oakland, to an 885 millon. three-year con:

ract,
MONTREAL (2) — Signed Cristian Guzman,
ss. Minnesota. to a 165 millon, Touryear
contract; sigried Vinny Castila, 3 -
rado, to a $6.2 million, two-year contract.
NEW YORK (1) - Ke-signed Kris Benson,
hy F 2.5 milon, three-year contra
NILADEI.PHIA(l)— e-signed Cory Lide,
;0.2 563 millon, two. year contract.
0 (2) — Signed R dySeanez he.
orid, fo a $550000, one-yearconfract
ity, t

Signed Omar
yizquel, ss, ceveland, to a 51325 milio
hree-year
o

‘contract; signed A
Florida, to a S2L5

e, 1
three- ‘/epar contract.
JAPANESE CENTRAL LEAGUE
YOMIURI (1) = Signed Gabe Kapler, of,Bos-
ton, t0 2 one-year contra
Remaining free agents
NEW YORK — The 185 remaining free

agents:
RICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM ) Galarraga, dh;
Thmy Glaus, df Shar\e Ha\ter 3b; Aaron'Sele,
tho.
Bumvone, @ — wary corgoua, o
Qgmar Daal ; Buddy Groom, Ihp; David
Segui, dh; EJ urhoff, o
STON (w s eIy Adams, i pedro
Astacio, rhp: Ellis Burl Orlando Ca-
brer, 5 mcky Gutlerrez, 20, curtis Lefkan—
Martinez,

hDv n‘/
rhp; k ers Ihpy PokeyReese Zh AaSDH
Vamek c; SCO“ ‘illlamson, r
CHICAGO (4) — Roberto Alomar, 2b; Sandy
Alomar Jr, ¢; Magglio Ordonez, of.; Jose Val-
entin. s
'CLEVELAND (1) — Rick White, rhp.
DETROIT (2) — Alan Levine, th Esteban
Va&ﬂ" e -k
— Kevin Appier,thp; Juan
nzalez, nl Joe Randa, 3prESI Re;izford
3b Kelly Stmnen C
MINNESOTA (4) — Henry Blanco, ¢; Corey
Koskie, 3b< Terry Mulholland, \hp‘ Brad

Radie;

K (10) ~ Miguel Cairo, 2b: Tony

Clrk, Ty Grinto Horandes, Tt Trans

Ce. ib: Jon Lieber, rhp Esteban Loaiza,
- Nitkowsid, g ohi Olerud, 1b; Rubén

Wilson,

()

eira di e
eomahe oye, of, chris
mmmoneL o i Mot hp: Merk hicLom:

ore, 2b.

SEATTLE (3) Edgar Martinez, dh; Ron Vil-
Ione, Inp: Dan Wilson, c.

TAMPA BAY (5) — Brook Fordyce, c; John

ANK MCNAMARA

= Commonwealth 63
7s, Roanoke &3

Rockhurst 84, Washburn 83
Oral Roberts 70, Tulsa 47
Arizona 68, Missisippi S \St 64
Boston Coll

Sy car. 71 Notre bame de Namur
‘Washington 89, E. Washington 56

AMERI(AN ?LAINT[FFS' ATTORNEYS
o8 PAS DEPLOYED

HE NUMBERS WHO SUFFERED
Mokt mm‘( De2 W
THE POZENS.

THE THOUSAND!

THE CHILDREN.
TROSE ARE THE
PARDEST.

Halama, hp: Tino Martinez, 1b; Todd Ritchie,

rhe: ey san
[ MannyAlexamenzn,
uenuc ndy Fox, 3 Brad Fifmer. i
Greer. o: Brlan Jordan, of Jff Nelson:
rhp erert pery, owell, thp: Johrt
Wasdin, rhp; Eric’ Young, of; Jeff Zimmer-
‘ToroNTO ﬂ" - Daye Berg. of Valero De
Los Santos, i
ez s2at Hentae MoCaresg Jaum, &
NATIONAL LEAGUE
o ARIZONA (1) ~ Carlos Baerga, 1h; Danny
autista, of; Greg Colbrun, 1b; Jéf Fassero,

e Fetters, rhp; Matt Mantei o
Gf; Shane. Reynolds,

en,
; Scott Serv\ce, rhp; Richie Sexson, 1b;
Sieve Sparks, ri
'ATLARTA (6) = Antonio Alfonseca, iy
Paul Byrd, rh .D. Di E .07 Ju\loF anco, 1b;
r laret Wright, rhp.
CHICAGO l? — Moises’ A\ou, 07 Paul
lement,rhip; Nom
Nrai( ss; Tom Goo« , of; Ben Gr\eva Df‘
Mark Grudzielanek, 2t odd Hollandsworth,
of: Ramon Martinez, ss; Kent Mercker, Ihp!
Todd Walker, 2b.
CINGIRNAT] (4} — Darren 6ragg, of;Barry
arkin, ss; Todd Van Poppel, rhp; Gabe

DO (7) — Jeromy Burnitz, of; Royce
c\a\{(on ss; Shawn Estes, Ihp; Todd Greene,
ed, hp; Mark Swieeney., of;Jamey

Wi Sordere, 1 chad &
ias Manzanillo, mp,
wavano thp; Ismael
21 Weathers, .
HOUSTON () — Carios Beliran,
Clemens, thp; Jeff Kent, 2b; Dan
arren Oliver, mp Griando-palmeirs, of:
Russ Springer. rh.

105 ANGELES (i) — wilson Alvarez, Iho;
Adrian Seltre 3 Emer Dessens, iy Steve
Finley, of, JoSe Hernandier, 3
ley. ¢ ose Lima,rho; e oo
Nofg, rhp; Odzlis Barez, Ihp: Pail shucy,

Goun ventura, 1b.
HILWAUKEE (1) — Craig Counsell, s
MONTREAL ) — Tony Batiote, 307 Einar

W ~eRicky Bottalica. he; Mik
Jo in Franco, Ihp: Richar Hmal

ocean o
o, Al Lefter mp, Mo Vatighn, 1b; Tod
Rheal Cormier, Ihp;
Dous G\anw\le, i hcherss Pleramics, (o:
Todd Jones, rtio: Kevin Millwood, i Eric
Milton, Inp: To d Pratt, c.; Placido Polanco,
BITTSBURGH (1) — Brian Boehrin
ST, TOUIS (3 — cal'

Bidred,
orin |

Mike Matheny, c; Matt Morris, rhp; Edg:
Renterta, 55t Woody Willams, h: Tony

BIEGO (7) — Andy Ashby, rhp; Rich Au-
r\l\a, ss Robert Fick, lex Gonzalez, ss;
Hansen‘ 1b; o Osuna, rhp; David

CISCO (5) — Dave Burba, rhp;
Jason ChrStancen, Thp; Dustin Hermanson,
thp; Ricky Ledee, of; Robb Nen, rhp.

College soccer

Men’s Division | tournament

Quarterfinals
Saturday, Dec.
Maryland 1. SE lohn's
Duke 3, Virginia 0

UC Santa Barbara 4, Virginia Common-

weai
Sunday, Dec. 5

indiana & Ty
Men's College
Sepor Conter

nals
%/ 10
Duke 18.9 vo U Sans Eamam(znz )
Maryland (18 1)vs Indiaa (1
nship,
Sinap, e
Semifinal winners.

Weekend transactlons

National B Srskorbal Association
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS-Waived G £ddie

Hou
HOUSTON ROCKETS—Placed F_Bostian
Nachbar on the Injured list Activated F Ryan
Bowen from the njured It
NEW ORLEANS HORNETS — Placed C Jamaal
Magloire on the injured list. Signed F Corsley
Edwards.

FooTBALL
al Footbal

D SKING. Sromes, CB Gar-

nelt wmsfmmme practice sauad. Released

L8 Billy Strot
reria Football League .
ARIZONA "RATTLERS—Signed QB Travis

AUSTIN WRANGLERS—Signed Q8 John
Fitzgerald
/GRAND RAPIDS RAMPAGE—Signed L Chris
ite.

ouunnn PREDATORS—Signed L Patrick

GRAND RABIDS GRIFRINGLRecaled F Nick
paril from Toledo of the ECHL,
igned D Max Fortu-
Viariis Haftet and & kylé Kettes to
[S3istana of the
SAN_ANTONIO RAMPAGE—Recalled RW
srent culaton ffom Laredo of the CHl,
ZZLIES:_Assigned F Sam Paolii
to Toledo of the £
SSE
Lacrosse League
surrALo AR s SIS Laverty
a two-year contract and F Kyle Jamieson
and FPaticCready o one-year contracs

OLLEGE
ARKANSAS—Named Reggie Herring defen-

sive coordinator.
UCKY | Named Joker Phillips offen-

SIVE cnurdma
ROLINA—Named John Latina of-

!enswe line co:
“TEXAS— Announced F Mike Williams s eli-
gible to play for the men’s basketball team.
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Don’t het on MLB to punish Bonds, Giambi

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Don’t expect Major
League Baseball to discipline Barry Bonds,
Jason Giambi and Gary Sheffield over re-
ported admissions of steroid use.

Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig is
more concerned about pressuring players
to agree to more frequent testing before

the current labor con-
tract expires in Decem-
ber 2006.

Already convicted in
the court of public opin-
ion, the players who tes-
tified before a federal
grand jury are protect-

ed from discipline because steroids
weren’t banned by Major League Baseball
until Sept. 30, 2002, previously undetect-
able THG wasn’t prohibited until last
March, and Human Growth Hormone still
isn’t blacklisted.

And while baseball’s labor contract calls
for penalties for positive tests and criminal
convictions, there’s no discipline specified
for fessing up to past use.

“These articles say baseball is reeling
from these allegations,” New York Mets
pitcher Tom Glavine, a players’ association
leader, said Sunday. “To me, there is noth-
ing new. People have been talking about
the steroid issue for several years now.
What's coming out of the grand jury testi-
mony, I don’t think there’s anything sur-
prising. Yes, it’s a big story. It absolutely
needs to be addressed. But it shouldn’t be
surprising or earth-shattering to anybody.”

Dozens of major leaguers were in Phoe-
nix on Monday for the start of the union’s
annual executive board meeting.

“Obviously, the steroids issue is some-
thing that was going to come up in our
board meeting,” union head Donald Fehr
said. “That would have been the case quite
apart from this.”

Gene Orza, the union’s chief operating of-
ficer, and Rob Manfred, executive vice
president of labor relations in the commis-
sioner’s office, have met several times
since May to discuss Selig’s call for more
frequent testing and harsher penalties.

The Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — Major League Base-
ball should enforce stronger rules against
steroid abuse by players on its own, but
Congress will require changes by law if
necessary, leading lawmakers said Sun-
day.

Sen. John McCain, the driving force be-
hind changing how baseball polices per-
formance-enhancing drug use, said Sun-
day he believes President Bush would
sign a bill into law.

“There’s not a doubt in my mind. He’d
love to,” said McCain, who accompanied
Bush to Saturday’s Army-Navy college
football game in Philadelphia.

He added that Bush, too, would prefer
for baseball to act on its own. “I know that
the president would like to see it done
through collective bargaining and deci-
sion made by owners and labor,” said
McCain, R-Ariz.

Other lawmakers, including the top Re-
publican in the Senate and the House’s
top Democrat, expressed similar senti-
ments as cries grew louder for baseball to
act.

The matter has become urgent since
the San Francisco Chronicle reported last
week details of players’ testimony to a fed-
eral grand jury that indicted four people

Top lawmakers support MeCain’s call
for crackdown on steroids in baseball

on charges of illegally distributing ste-
roids to top athletes.

One of those indicted was the personal
trainer of the San Francisco Giants’
Ban'y Bonds, whose 73 home runs in
2001 is the game’s single-season record
and who is 53 homers away from break-
ing Hank Aaron’s all-time record of 755.
Bonds told the grand jury he used a
cream and a clear substance but said he
didn’t know they were forbidden sub-
stances.

“The important aspect of this issue is
not Barry Bonds” or other big names,
McCain, chairman of the Senate Com-
merce Committee, said on “Fox News
Sunday.”

“The important aspect of this issue is
that high school kids all over America be-
lieve that this is the only way they can
make it. Ask any high school coach.”

“They have a responsibility, not only to
the sport, but to the children of America
who look up to these players,” Rep.
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, said on “Fox
News Sunday.” “Quite frankly, it’s over-

Sen Bill Frist, R-Tenn., said the prob-
lem “could be ended bang,]ust like that,
if everybody from the owners to the
unions just step up and face the reality
that we've got a huge problem.”

Publicly, the union has shown a willing-
ness only to discuss changes, not to make

“We've had ongoing discussions with the
union,” Manfred said.

“We feel a great sense of urgency to com-
plete the discussions, and we hope the
union has the same sense.”

Because steroid use wasn't banned until
two years ago, it’s inconceivable baseball
would denote in its record book that Bonds
might have used performance-enhancing

drugs when he set the season home run
record of 73 in 2001. And whether any reve-
lations damage his chances to make the
Hall of Fame will be determined only
when the eligible baseball writers who
vote make up their minds in several years.

Testing with penalties for steroid use
began only this year, with each player test-
ed once between the start of spring train-
ing and the end of the regular season. The
penalty for a first positive test is counsel-
ing, and a second positive test could result

only in a 15-day suspension. It would take
five positive tests before Selig could ban a
player for a year.

Even if a player is convicted for the use
of a prohibited substance, baseball’s labor
contract allows a suspension of only 15 to
30 days for first-time offenders.

Critics say year-round testing is needed,
along with stiffer penalties. U.S. Sen. John
McCain threatened to introduce legislation
to override baseball’s labor contract. Even
if enacted, there’s a good chance his idea
would be thrown out in court as contrary to
federal labor law.

“It sounds great, or it sounds tough,” Gla-
vine said. “I'm not even sure if that can be
done. I'm sure it was designed to be, ‘Oh
my God, we had to do something.” "

In any event, baseball lawyers said news
reports of grand jury testimony aren’t suffi-
cient to discipline players; baseball itself
would have to have the actual sealed state-
ments.

Giambi’s problems with the New York
Yankees are the result of his increased i
ries and diminished output. The team is ex-
amining whether it can use the language in
his contract to escape the remaining $82
million he is owed for what appears to be
reasons of financial flexibility — not neces-
sarily because the team is upset about ste-
roid use.

No major leaguer ever has been suspend-
ed for steroids.

“The only thing that's come out of the
grand jury is Jason Giambi admitted to it,
bul nobody’s surprised by it,” Glavine said.

“In Barry’s case, the cloud remains as to
whether he knew he was doing it or didn’t.
Itkind of puts it back on the front page and
it becomes a hot-button issue that every-
one is talking about.

“People forget that in terms of this agree-
ment, it’s only been in place a short period
of time and the first period was just a test-
ing phase. We've really been though only
one year of mandatory testing. I think the
program we had last year had some effect
on guys. Did it go far enough and what
steps can be taken to totally eliminate the
suspicion, both from player to player and
fan to player7 We’'ll continue to tweak and
look at it.”

Singh ends dominant season as PGA’s player of the year

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Vijay Singh
won the PGA Tour player of the
year award Monday for the first
time, ending Tiger Woods'
five-year hold on the honor with a
season that left no debate about
‘who was No. 1 in golf.

Singh captured the PGA Cham-
pionship among his nine victories
and became the first player to sur-
pass $10 million in one season. No
one else won more than three
times, and his earnings were near-
ly twice as much as Ernie Els’.

Singh earlier won the PGA of
America player of the year,
which is determined by points.
He also captured his first Vardon
Trophy for having the lowest scor-
ing average, and his second
straight money title.

The PGA Tour award is deter-
mined by a vote of the players.
Singh thought he should have
won it last year, when he won
four times and was No. 1 on the
money list. Woods, who had five
victories last year, won the award
by a close vote.

That motivated Singh to work
harder than ever, and it paid off
beyond his wildest dreams.

“My thought this year was to
play hard and play good for the
whole season,” Singh said. “That
was a fulfilling thing. 1 didn’t
have to wait for the votes.”

The tour does not release the
votes.

British Open champion Todd
Hamilton was voted PGA Tour
rookie of the year. John Daly,
whose victory at the Buick Invita-
tional was his first on U.S. soil in
10 years, was voted PGA Tour
comeback player of the year.

Craig Stadler was Champions
Tour player of the year, while
Mark McNulty was the Champi-
ons rookie of the year, and Hu-
bert Green was the comeback
player of the year after returning
from cancer.

Jimmy Walker was Nationwide
Tour player of the year.

NBA declines to stop union’s
brawl grievance hearing

NEW YORK — The NBA in-
formed the players’ union Sunday
it will not seek a temporary re-
straining order in federal court,
clearing the way for a grievance
hearing over suspensions for the
Pacers-Pistons brawl.

Arbitrator Roger Kaplan will

Sports briefs

preside over the hearing Thurs-
day and Friday at a Manhattan
law office. Suspended players
Ron Artest, Jermaine O'Neal and
Stephen Jackson are expected to
attend. Artest was sidelined for
the season, Jackson for 30 games,
and O'Neal for 25 for fighting
with fans Nov. 19.

The NBA has already filed a
lawsuit in U.S. District Court chal-
lenging Kaplan’s authority to
hear the grievance, and the
league was expected to try Mon-
day to prevent the hearing from
going forward.

More drug tests coming
to track and field
HELSINKI, Finland — Track
and field’s governing body will in-
crease testing and funding in an
attempt to stem the use of perfor-
mance-enhancing substances.
The International Association
of Athletics Federations also said
Sunday it will work more closely
with the World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy.

“New demands will have to be
met,” said Arne Ljungqvist, head
of the IAAF’s doping commission.
“We will allocate more resources,
more manpoywer and more exper-
tise.

He said no decisions have been
made yet on how much money
will be spent.

Notre Dame tops UCLA for
NCAA women’s soccer title

CARY, N.C. — Notre Dame
won its second NCAA women’s
soccer championship by beating

UCLA 4-3 on penalty kicks after
the teams tied 1-1 through 110
minutes of regulation and over-
time Sunday.

The Fighling Irish (24-1-1) also
‘won the national title in 1995 and
joined North Carolina as the only
mulnple champions.

ivacek made the decid-
mg kick in the first NCAA wom-
en’s soccer title game decided by
penalties. The game ended when
Irish goalkeeper Erika Bohn
turned Lindsay Greco’s shot wide
on the next attempt.

UCLA (18-6) led 1-0 in the 60th
minute on Gudrun Gunnarsdot-
tir's own-goal. Notre Dame tied it
on Katie Thorlakson’s penalty
kick in the 74th.

Miller skies off course again

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. —Ben-
jamin Raich of Austria held off
teammate Rainer Schoenfelder
and Giorgio Rocca of Italy on Sun-
day to win the first slalom of the
World Cup season, while overall
leader Bode Miller skied out for a
second straight race.

Miller won four of the season’s
first five races in his bid to be-
come the first U.S. man to win the
overall World Cup title since Phil
Mahre in 1983.

But he hooked a ski tip midway
down the first run Sunday and
went off course. On Saturday, he
crashed in his first run of a giant
slalom.

Austrians dominate super-G

LAKE LOUISE, Alberta —
Michaela Dorfmeister of Austria
cut through falling snow to win
the first women’s World Cup
super giant slalom of the season
Sunday.

Dorfmeister finished in 1
minute, 1624 seconds. Team-
mate Renate Goetschl was sec-
ond in 1:16.39, followed by Lind-
sey Kildow of the United States in
1:16.64.
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Bears voice frustration on spoiled holiday

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — California refused
to run up the score or beg for poll votes.

Maybe the Bears should have.

Cal (10-1) was left out of the Bowl Cham-
pionship Series, denied one of the eight
spots in college football’s big-money
games despite a season of statistical super-
latives and dominating victories.

The fourth-ranked Golden Bears will be
stuck playing Texas Tech in the Holiday
Bowl while Texas plays in the Rose Bowl.

Cal’'s Rose Bowl drought reached 46
years despite one of the best regular sea-
sons in school history.

The Bears felt beaten as they left their
team meeting.

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers saw confu-
sion and disappointment in his teammates
when they found out their Rose Bowl
dreams were replaced with a trip to San
Diego to face Texas Tech.

“It just shows it’s a faulty system, and
‘we've got to do something to change it up,”

Rodgem said. “I bet Auburn is pretty
ticked, too. ... Nobody cares about West
Coast fuulball 1 don't think. I just hope
Southern Cal represents us well.”

Texas (10-1) surged past the Bears in the
final BCS standings despite
Cal’'s 26-16 road victory
over Southern Mississippi
on Saturday night. The
Longhorns gained points in
both polls, and the comput-
er rankings kept Texas
well in front of Cal. The
Longhorns will face Michi-
gan (9-2) on Jan. 1.

There were dozens of fac-
tors in the decision, but the

did e

&k As a program,
we were set on
the Rose Bowl.

1 felt like we

to earn that.y¥

should speak for itself, and you shouldn’t
have to complain about the BCS system.
Coach Tedford isn’t going to, although he’s
frustrated just like we are. I think we're a
bigger team, classier than that.”

Tedford was less emo-
tional than Rodgers, but no
less disappointed as he eval-
uated the Bears’ long list of
accomplishments.

The only blemish on
their record was a six-point
loss at top-ranked USC.
They beat 10 teams by an
average of 23.9 points per
game. They were the only
school in the nation’s top

nough

Bears felt they were superi- Jeff Tedford  six both in scoring offense
or in almost every venue — Cal coach and scoring defense.

except the political arena. The Rose Bowl has
Rodgers figured Texas coach Mack matched a Big 10 team against a Pac-10

Brown’s pleading for poll support made a
difference, and he was glad Cal coach Jeff
Tedford never did likewise.

“I thought it was a little classless how
Coach Brown was begging for votes after
the [Texas A&M] game,” Rodgers said. “T
think a team’s record and the way you play

school for decades, and with the Pac-10
champion Trojans headed to the Orange
Bowl, Cal hoped to end the conference’s
longest Rose Bowl drought. Instead, there
will be burnt orange in the Pasadena

stands.
“I just feel terrible for the alumni and

the fans who have waited so long for this,”
Tedford said. “As a program, we were set
on the Rose Bowl. I felt like we did enough
to earn that.”

Most of the Bears still were jet-lagged
and exhausted after grinding out a victory
in Hattiesburg, Miss., just 18 hours earlier
in a game postponed from Sept. 16 by Hur-
ricane Ivan. The late-season road trip pro-
vided a national television audience — but
when the Golden Eagles were difficult to
put away, it might have swayed some vot-
ers away.

And that was baffling to Tedford, who re-
fused to try to score one last touchdown in
the waning seconds to pad the score. The
Bears also were hurt by a questionable clip-
ping call in the closing minutes, which ne-
gated a touchdown run by J.J. Arrington.

Usually, Tedford wouldn’t spare a sec-
ond’s thought on such issues — but in the
BCS world, it might have made a differ-
ence.

“If yesterday’s game was the game that
turned anybody’s head, then that’s sad, be-
cause it's about a season,” Tedford said.
“We're going to keep our same philosophy.
1t's hard enough just to win games.”

BCS: System didn’t account for third unbeaten team

BCS, FROM BACK PAGE

Last season, USC was the odd
team out.

The Trojans were left out of the
BCS title game, despite being No.
1in both the AP and coaches polls

USC and Oklahoma headed to Orange Bowl

Southern California and Oklahoma finished atop the final Bowl Championship Series
standings Sunday and will meet in the Orange Bowl on Jan. 4 in a title game that might
not produce a unanimous national champion.

with victories Saturday. Texas
move past Cal might have caught
some people off guard, however.

It looked as if the Bears con-
trolled their BCS destiny a few
weeks ago and simply needed to
win out to reach the Rose Bowl

at the end of the regular season.  games through Associated Press USA Today/ESPN Computers for the first time since 1959. But
Instead, Oklahoma played LSU in oc 4 Ava. Texas began gaining ground in
the Sugar Bowl, even though the Comp. BCS the polls, especially with the
Sooners lost the Big 12 title game. TEAM Rank Points  Pct. Rank Points Pct. | Rank Points Pct. | Average Previous coaches, as Longhorns coach
When all the bowls were fin- 1. Southern Cal 1 1599 .9840 1 1,409 9770 2 97 970 9770 1 Mack Brown lobbied for votes.
ished, LSU won the BCS champi- 2. Oklahoma 2 1,556 .9575 2 1459 9567 1 99 990 9681 2 Texas’ first BCS bid also means
onship, and USC was No. Linthe |3, Auburn 3 1525 9385 | 3 1435 9410 | 3 92 920 | 9331 3 the Rose Bowl won't have its tradi-
final AP poll 4. Texas 6 1337 8228 | 5 1,281 8400 | 4 83 .880 | .8476 5 tional Big Ten vs. Pac-10 match-
. “We certainly understand what 5 Gajifornia 4 1399 8609 | 4 1286 8433 | 6 80 .800 | .8347 4 up. )
it feels like when you wished " il s 1345 B2z | 6 1215 Eood| 5 s WED | 181 ps As for the Orange Bowl, it's
you'd been in this game,” said 7‘ ps _ 8 1"17 .6874 7 "“7 '7325 8 67 '670 v6966 7 Oklahoma, the team that most
USC coach Pete Carroll, sympa- Liaeorg’a 2 - 2 . b 8 people thought shouldn’t have
thizing with Auburn’s plight. “Un- 8. Virgina Tech 9 1111 6837 | 9 1037 6800 | t9 65 .650 | 6712 12 been in championship game last
fortunately, there were three un- 9. Boise State 10 960 5908 | 10 943 6184 | 7 76 760 | 6564 8 year, against USC, the team that
defeated teams and with this sys-  10. Louisville 7 1183 7280 | 8 1066 6990 | 13 52 .520 | .6490 9 most people thought should have
tem one of them was going to be | 11, LSU 12 929 5717 | 11 932 6111 | 19 65 .650 | 6109 1 been there instead.
left out.” 12. lowa 11 948 5834 | 13 812 5825 | 12 55 .550 5553 13 “No question you have just a
In an attempt to avoid a repeat |43, Michigan 13 917 5643 | 12 874 5731 | 17 38 380 | .508 14 better feeling going into it,” Okla-
of 2003’s mess, the BCS scaled 14 Miami (Fla.) 14 776 4775 | 14 738 4839 | 14 45 450 | .4705 10 homa coach Bob Stoops said. “It
back its formula, making it far 45 Tennessee 15 651 4006 | 17 559 3866 | t14 45 450 | 4057 15 sure is a lot easier. Those wins
m‘g‘f[‘:::;“}fe‘;"‘;:‘:bﬁ‘:;‘?;‘z‘glso'f 16.FloridaState 17 647 3982 | 15 643 4216 | 21 22 220 | .3466 16 give you a lot of energy and a
course: For the first time since |- Wisconsin 16648 s968])[16 00 .3928)[20 24 240] [ 849 [ 17 The Sooners and Trojans bring
the BCS was implemented in 18- Virginia 18 402 Reed) (18 455 SRR | 18 30 JRALY | 2083 18 a combined 11 AP national titles
1998, there were more than two | 19.ArizonaState 21 222 1366 |/24 173 1134 |41 56 560 || .2700 19 into the game.
unbeaten teams from major con-  20. Texas A&M 22 213 1311 | 25 147 0964 | 16 44 440 | .2225 20 Oklahoma's seventh and last na-
ferences. 21, Pittsburgh 19 415 2554 | 20 318 2085 | NR 0 .000 | .1546 23 tional title came in 2000 and was
“The bottom line is whatever 22. Texas Tech 23 168 .1034 | 21 234 1534 | 22 19 190 1489 21 wrapped up with an Orange Bowl
formula we have is going to be the 23. Florida 20 325 2000 | 19 324 2125 | NR 0 .000 1375 22 victory over Florida State.
target of some significant criti- 24 Oklahoma State 32 16 0098 | 28 85 .0280 | 19 25 .250 | .0943 24 The Sooners and Trojans also
cism at the end of the day,” BCS 55 opio State 24 155 0954 | 22 181 1187 | NR 4 040 | 0847 25 have four of the leading Heisman
coordinator and Big 12 commis- Trophy contenders — two on
sioner Kevin Weiberg said. Explanation each side.

It worked great for Utah (11-0),
which officially became the first

Team percentages are derived by dividing a team’s actual voting points by a maximum 1,625 possible points in the AP Poll
and 1,525 possible points in the USA Today/ESPN Coaches Poll

Oklahoma quarterback Jason
White is making a run at becom-

team from a non-BCS
to receive a bid to one of the four
$14 million bowl games, earning
a spot in the Fiesta Bowl against
Big East representative Pitts-
burgh (8-3).

Six computer rankings calculated in inverse points order (25 for #1, 24 for #2, efc.) are used to determine the overall computer
component. The best and worst ranking for each team s dropped, and the remaining four are added and divided by 100
(the maximum possible points) to produce a Computer Rankings Percentage. The six computer ranking providers are
Anderson & Hester, Richard Billingsley, Colley Matrix, Kenneth Massey, Jeff Sagarin and Peter Wolfe. Each computer
ranking accounts for schedule strength n its formula.

ing just the second two-time Heis-
man winner, while tailback Adri-
an Peterson has a chance to be-
come the first freshman to win
the award.

USC quarterback Matt Leinart

The Utes, from the Mountain
West Conference, will play their

The BCS Average is calculated by averaging the percent totals of the Associated Press, USA Today/ESPN Coaches and
Computer polls.

has put up numbers equal to
White, and versatile scatback Reg-
gie Bush might be the most excit-

last game under coach Urban
Meyer on Jan. 1 in Tempe, Ariz.
Meyer is headed to Florida.

'SOURCE: The National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Inc.

A ing and dangerous player in the

counts

The Trojans and Sooners went
wire-to-wire as Nos. 1 and 2, re-
spectively, in both polls, and lined
up the same way in the BCS stand-

ings for all but the first week,
when Miami was No. 2 and Okla’
homa third.

Auburn worked its way up both

the polls and the BCS. The Tigers
shared No. 2 with the Sooners in
the AP Top 25 for one week but
could never get past the Sooners.

So Sunday’s Orange Bowl an-
nouncement was not surprising
after Auburn, Oklahoma and USC
all finished their regular seasons

“It’s going to be a nightmare
for the defensive coaches,” Car-
roll said. “I think it's a perfect
matchup.”
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Texas’ rise in BCS
puts A&M in Cotton

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Texas A&M’s great
turnaround season continued Sun-
day as the Aggies earned a spot in
the Cotton Bowl against Tennes-
see.

And the Aggies have their top
rival, Texas, to thank for it.

The Longhorns would've been
headed to Dallas on New Year’s
Day had they been left out of the
Bowl Championship Series. But
Texas nudged ahead of California
in the CS standings, earn-
ing an at-large bid to the Rose
Bowl and opening the Big 12 slot
in this game for No. 22 Texas
AKM.

California was relegated to the
Holiday Bowl, where it will take
on another Big 12 team, Texas
Tech, on Dec. 30.

“The way we look at it, the Big
12 Conference offered the oppor-
tunity for Texas to get into a BCS

game,” Aggies coach Dennis
Franchlone said. “It certainly cre-
ated an_opportunity for us to
come to Dallas, whlch we’re very,
very exc:ted about.”
ies already were
thrilled to know they'd b playing
in any bowl for the first time
since 2001. They earned it by
going 7-4, with three of the losses
to teams now ranked in the top
six (No. 2 Oklahoma, No. 5§ Utah,
No. 6 Texas). Their success is
even more remarkable consider-
ing they were 4-8 last season,
their first under Franchione.

The No. 15 Volunteers (9-3)
knew they were headed to the Cot-
ton Bowl for the second time in
five years after losing 38-28 to Au-
burn in the championship
game Saturday night.

“We're just really pleased that
they [bowl officials] felt good
about bringing the University of
Tennessee back,” coach Phillip
Fulmer said.

In other bowl games, Oklaho-
ma State (7-4), which finished
fifth in the Big 12 south, accepted
a bid to play No. 24 Ohio State in
the Alamo Bowl on Dec. 29 in San

tonio.

Ohio State (7-4), which placed
fifth in the Big Ten, accepted the
‘Alamo Bowl bid Nov. er up-
setting then-No. 7 Michigan in its
regular season finale.

Both teams will receive at least
a $1.55 million payout.

Colorado (7-5), the Big 12
North champs, accepted an invita-
tion to the Houston Bowl, where it
will play Texas-El Paso (8-3) on
Dec. 29.

The Buffalos appeared headed
to the Champ Sports Bowl in Or-
lando, Fla., but wound up moving
to the Houston Bowl when Texas
earned a BCS bid and the rest of
the Big 12 teams moved up in the
pecking order.
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Richardson lifts
Suns past Blazers

The Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore— Quentin
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12-point run, on four three- -point-
ers, and scored 37 points to lift
the Suns to a 121-99 victory over
the Portland Trail Blazers on Sun-
d:

ay.
He made eight threes overall to
help Phoeni

NBA

(14-3)  forget
about its 97-93
roundup

loss Friday to
Minnesota that
snapped a
nine-game winning streak.

“I definitely felt like I couldn’t
miss,” Richardson said. “The way
those shots came down I didn’t
think I was going to mis:

Richardson matched his career
high for made three-pointers, set
against Boston last February, and
equaled his career best with 12 at-
tempts, reached twice before.

Shawn Marion had 16 points
and 12 rebounds for the Suns,
who led by as many as 25 points.
“For us to regroup and get a
good win over a good team, it says
a lot about us, especially on the
road,” Marion said. “Sometimes
it takes a little bit more off of you
on the road.”

The Blazers, coming off a 99-89
loss in Seattle on Saturday night,
were led by Zach Randolph with
24 points and 11 rebounds. It was
his ninth double-double of the sea-
son.

After the game, coach Maurice
Cheeks huddled with his players.

Later he suggested some lineup
changes might be in store for the
Blazers, who host Boston on
Thursday.

“I'm not saying 'm going to do
it but I'll be thinking about it,” he
said.

Forward Ruben Patterson, who
plays in a reserve role, agreed
that changes are needed for the
8-8 Blaz

“Whatever happens, happens,”
Patterson said. “But something
has to happen because we’re not
winning.”

The teams went back and forth
for most of the first half, until Ri-
chardson hit four straight
three-pointers to make it 55-47
for the Suns.

His first, with an assist from
Steve Nash, gave Phoenix a 46-45
lead. After another with Nash’s
help,  Portland’s  Damon
Stoudamire answered with a
jumper, but then Richardson hit
his third, with an assist from
Amare Stoudemire. His last in
the streak came with help from
Marion.

His next try, with 2:36 left in
the half, just missed, but he made
another with 1:26 to give Phoenix
a 60-47 lead.

He was 6-for-9 from three-point
range in the first half, topping his
season high of five accomplished
at Cleveland on Nov. 10.

“Once he gets on a roll like that,

Ruben Patterson on Sunday.

he’s very tough to stop,” Phoenix
coach Mike D’Antoni said.

Richardson was also S-for-5
from the free-throw line, and the
Suns made 20 of 25 foul shots.

Stoudemire, who had 19 points,
rubbed it in with an alley-oop
dunk followed by another dunk
that made it 89-66 for Phoenix in
the third period.

Nash added 10 puinls and 11 as-
sists for the Sun

“I thought we wnuld be a good
team but I think it's important for
us to realize that we're a long
ways from being as good as we
can be,” Nash said.

Shereef Abdur-Rahim had 15
points and 11 rebounds for the
Blazers.

Kings 119, Celtics 105: Peja
Stojakovic had 27 points, includ-
ing six three-pointers, to help Sac-
ramento win its fourth straight

game.

The visiting Celtics blew an
18-point lead after one quarter as
the Kings won for the 11th time in
12 games. Sacramento cut the
lead to eight points by halftime
and seized control with a 12-0 run
to start the third.

Mike Bibby scored six of his 15
points during the run, including
the go-ahead basket that gave Sac-
ramento the lead for good.

Stojakovic made four of his
three-pointers in the third to give
the Kings a 13-point lead heading
to the fourth, 93-80.

Brad Miller had 22 points and
10 rebounds for the Kings, while
Chris Webber had 18 points and
10 rebounds. Bibby added 10 as-
sists and Darius Songaila had 14
points.

Mark Blount scored 18 points
for Boston, which had its
three-game  winning  streak
snapped. Paul Pierce had 16
points, but none in the second
half. Raef LaFrentz added 15
points and 14 rebounds, while
Jeri Welsch had 13.

The Celtics ran at every oppor-
tunity in the first half and shot 52
percent to take a 63-55 lead at in-
termission. Boston shot 61 per-
cent in the first quarter to grab a
36-18 lead.
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ABOYE Members of the Emergency Services Unit fram Tikrit, rag,
maove down the street to secure the next house in a
naighborhood search. The search, conducted with troops from
Tash Force 1-18, resulted in the capture of 30 insurpents, more
than G0 weapons, and materials for making roadside bombs.
couresy oF LS. Ay

LEFT An ensemble from the 15t Infantry Division band entertains
Iraqi children at the Al-Alam Primary Schoal in Tikrit in
he band visited the schocl akong with soldiers from
1-18 and the 201st Iragi National Guard, during
which the soldiers passed out school supplies fo the children
CouRrest or LS. ey
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Too much Tech,
too little 'Dogs

Experienced and talented Jackets
put a sting into rebuilding Georgia

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — An experienced
team coming off a Final Four sea-
son. A young team that’s just get-
ting started on a major rebuilding

job.

The result was predictable.

No. 4 Georgia Tech avenged a
year-old loss to its state rival —
and then some — with an 87-49
rout of Georgia on Sunday night.

B.J. Elder scored 19 points, Jar-
rett Jack didn’t miss a shot and
the Yellow Jackets (5-0) romped
to another easy victory on the
heels of a 31-point victory over
Michigan.

Georgia Tech was eager to re-
verse one of its most disappoint-
ing losses on the way to the Final
Four. After opening last season
with 12 straight victories, the Yel-
low Jackets lost 83-80 at Georgia
in overtime.

“We were definitely thinking
about last year,” Isma’il Muham-
mad said. “We still had a bitter
taste in our mouth about that
one.”

The Bulldogs (1-3) lost four key
players from that team and could
be one of the worst major-confer-
ence programs in the country.
They have only seven scholarship
players and are forced to rely on
several walk-ons.

“We’re progressing,” freshman
Sundiata Gaines said. “Even
though we lost by whatever the
score was, we played hard.”

If wasn't nearly enough against
the Yellow Jackets. Jack was
7-for-7 from the field — three of
them coming from outside the
three-point arc — and made his
lone free throw on an 18-point
night.

The lone blemish on his stat
line: one turnover. Against Michi-
gan, Jack had 11 assists and no
turnovers

“I know it's early, but I don’t
think I've ever been around a guy
who has played at such a high
level from the first day of prac-
tice,” coach Paul Hewitt said.
“He’s been playing unbelievable
baskelball and I just hope it con-
tinue:

Georg]a kept it close for about
10 minutes, only to have the Yel-
low Jackets methodically build a
43-30 halftime lead.

Things really got out of hand
over the final 20 minutes. Georgia
Tech opened the second half with
a 12-0 run, the Bulldogs missing
their first seven shots on the way
to shooting just 33 percent.

It was Georgia’s worst loss ever
to the Yellow Jackets, eclipsing a
33-point blowout in 1966.

“Obviously, they are a power-
ful team, and the game simply got
away from us,” Georgia coach
Dennis Felton said.

Muhammad’s driving basket
made it a 20-point game barely 2
minutes into the half. Ra’Sean
Dickey made two free throws for
a30-point lead with nearly 12 min-

Georgia Tech guard Zam Fredrick Il (35) drives past Georgia guard Levi Stukes, left, during the second half
of Sunday’s game at Alexander Memorial Coliseum in Atlanta. No. 4 Georgia Tech beat Georgia 87-49.

utes remaining. Zam Fredrick
swished a three-pointer to give
the Yellow Jackets a 40-point
cushion with S minutes to go.

At that point, Georgia Tech al-
ready had pulled out its starters,
letting its younger players finish
the game.

“In the second half, we stepped
it up defensively,” Hewitt said.
“When you do a good job defen-
sively, the offense comes easy for
you.”

The only drama occurred early
in the second half. Jack scored on
a nifty drive to make it 59-32,
prompting Georgia to call a time-

out. As the players headed to the
bench, Jack got into it with Steve
Newman, leading to a brief scuf-
fle at midcourt.

The teams were quickly sepa-
rated, Jack and Newman were
given offsetting technicals and
there were no further problems.

“It's an emotional game,” Jack
said. “Tempers flared a little bit,
but there are no hard feelings.”

Georgia Tech shot nearly 54
percent from the field and outre-
bounded the Bulldogs 44-25.
Luke Schenscher, Muhammad
and Dickey each had 12 points
and Schenscher also had 14 re-
bounds. Levi Stukes led Georgia
with 17 points.

Georgia Tech has won its first
five games by an average of 26
points. The Jackets’ only scare
was a 60-59 victory at Illinois-Chi-
cago, their lone road game.

Georgia's woes were epito-
mized by its freshman center,
Dave Bliss. He picked up two
fouls in the first 43 seconds, send-
ing him to the bench for the rest
of the first half.

He started the second half, but
quickly picked up his third foul.
After another stint out of the
game, he fouled out with two
more whistles in succession. Bliss
was done with 11:06 left, having
played just 3% minutes.

Upsets mark George

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  George
Washington coach Karl Hobbs
hopes the Colonials’ weekend
sweep of ranked teams is a begin-
ning rather than a two-day aberra-
tion.

T.J. Thompson scored 27 points
and George Washington upset
No. 12 Maryland 101-92 on Sun-
day in the championship game of
the BB&T Classic.

“The measuring stick for this
team will be at the end of the [sea-
son]. ... We took a step further to
our goal. We took a step further to
our dream,” Hobbs said after
George  Washington’s  fifth
straight victory. “That’s what
we’re focusing on.”

J.R. Pinnock added 22 points
and Omar Williams scored 11 of
his 14 in the second half for the
Colonials (5-1), who beat No. 11
Michigan State 96-83 in the tour-
nament opener.

George Washington’s only loss
'was the season opener at then-No.
1 Wake Forest in the Preseason
NIT.

“Even though we lost, we took

»

Men’s Top 25
Roundup

it as a learning experience,” Th-
ompson said of the game against
the Demon Deacons. “We got
under control and learned to play
together. When the time comes,
we band together and don’t let
nothing get in our way.”

John Gilchrist led Maryland
(42) with 23 points, Nik
Caner-Medley had 16 and James
Gist and Travis Garrison each
added 12.

Maryland, which made only 14
of 28 free throws, has lost two of
three. And the Terrapins had to
rely too heavily on their
long-range game, Connecling on
only six three-pointers in 23 at-
tempts.

“We can’t be a three-point
shooting team first,” Maryland
coach Gary Williams said. “We
have to go inside-out with our of-
fense. We haven’t learned that yet
and it hurts us in big games.”

George Washington claimed its

Washington’s perfect weekend

third BB&T championship and de-
nied the Terrapins their fifth in
the tournament’s 10-year history.

Maryland overcame an
eight-point deficit at halftime to
take a 58-57 lead on Gist’s tipin
5:46 into the second half. Gist, a
freshman reserve, scored 10
points in 3% minutes to spark the
struggling Terrapins.

“We had a couple good opportu-
nities there to maybe take over
the game, but GW always seemed
to come up with a big play, a big
shot,” Williams said.

Gist’s heroics didn’t prevent
the Colonials from breaking the
Maryland  press,  getting
three-pointers from Thompson
and Hall, and Ricky Lucas
capped a 15-9 spurt by scoring on
an offensive rebound for a 76-69
lead.

Two baskets by Gilchrist got
the Terrapins within 83-82, but
Williams made a three-pointer
from the right side and Pinnock
hit a short jumper to put George
‘Washington up 88-82.

Instead of wilting under the
Terrapins’ ability to use defense

to produce quick spurts of of-
fense, the Colonials kept their

cool.

“Maryland is probably the best
team in the country at stealing
the ball and then converting,”
Hobbs said. “They are terrific at
doing that so we knew we had to
play with some composure.”

Pinnock’s slam on a fast break
made it 94-89 with 41 seconds left
and the Colonials hit seven of
cight free throws down the
stretch.

George Washington shot 59 per-
cent (20-for-34) from the field
and took advantage of 10 turn-
overs to score 12 points en route
to a49-41 halftime lead. The Colo-
nials were 6-of-9 from beyond the
arc.

No. 11 Michigan St. 66,
George Mason 60: At Washing-
ton, D.C., Maurice Ager scored 13
points to lead the Spartans (4-2)
in the third-place game of the
BB&T Classic. Alan Anderson
and Paul Davis each added 12
points for Michigan State, which
had lost two straight.

Lamar Butler had 19 points for
the Patriots (3-3).

No. 14 Washington 89, E.
Washington 56: At Seattle, Nate
Robinson had 20 points, seven re-
bounds and seven assists for the
Huskies (5-1), coming off a loss
last week at Gonzaga.

Freshman Jacob Beitinger had
14 points for the Eagles (2-3).

No. 21 Arizona 68, No. 15 Mis-
sissippi St. 64: At Anaheim,
Calif, Channing Frye had 18
points and 16 rebounds for the
Wildcats (5-2) in the Wooden Clas-
sic, Calif. Arizona led 65-56 with
6:23 remaining and the Bulldogs
(6-2) got within two points with 21
seconds left, but they turned the
ball over with 5 seconds left.

‘Winsome Frazier led Mississip-
pi State with 18 points.

No. 16 N.C. State 76, Manhat-
tan 60: At Raleigh, N.C., Julius
Hodge bounced back from a brief
benching to finish with 17 points,
11 rebounds and seven assists for
the Wolfpack (6-0), who trailed
for most of the first 15 minutes be-
fore finally taking control.

Freshman C.J. Anderson had
18 points and 15 rebounds for the
Jaspers (3-2).
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[ NFL scoreboard

American Conference

Ea:
LT
New England 110
Y. Jets 30
Buffalo 60
Miami 10 0
South
Indianapolis 3 0 .750 431 253
Jacksonville 6 0 .500
Houston § 0 a e
Tennessee 8 0 .333231294
) North
Pittsburgh e gums
Baltimore. 50 33 233 191
Cincinnati ¢ 0 S s om
Cleveland 9 0 .250 240 308
N West
san Diego 30 750339 238
Denver 5 0 .583 274 212
Kanas oty 4 8 0 333341326
Oaklan 4 8 0 333234328
National Conference
East
W L T Pct PF PA
x-Philadelphia 11 1 0 .917 340 181
N.Y. Giants 70 417 209 230
Dallas 7 0 .364 193 289
Washington 8 0 .333 169 201
South
Atlanta 3 0 .750 232 242
Carolina 70 7 249 257
ampa Bay 70
New Orleans 80
North
Green Bay 50
Minnesota 50
Chicago 70
Detroit 70 417218 %69
West
attle 59 s
St. Louis 60 0 253 305
izon: § 80 3105
San Francisco 111 0 .083 198 336
x-clinched division
vt 26, ey’ games

ar

hl\adeﬁlma 47, Green Bay 17

ittsburgh 17, Jacksonwue 1
lay's

Dallas at Seattle
Sunday, Dec. 12
Oakland at Atlanta

New Orleans at Dallas
leveland at Buffalo

Pittsburgh
ver

etroi n Bay
ouis at Car
an Francisco 7 Agzona
e
Aladelphia at \xgshmgwn

lay,
Kansas City at Tennessee

Sunday
Lions 26, Cardinals 12
Arizona 3900-12
Detroit 766-26
First Quarter
—FG Rackers 42,
Det— Streets 17 pass from Harrington (Han-
son kick), 3:0¢

Ari—FG Rackers 33,
B ones T van Hanson Kicko, 813,
Ari—F.jones 33 pass from Navarre (pass

failed), 3:40.

ird Quar
Det—FG Hanson oy
Det—FG Hanson

rter

uarter
Det—f6 Hanson 31 gho
pet_rc an

First downs
Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards

t-Int
-ackeﬂ Yards Lost

unt
s-Lost
~enalne -Vards
e of Possession 29:41
IDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—Arizona, Croom 1849,

5 Ayanbadeio ' 3:22." Detrolt
arrington 615
g, Risona, Novarre 18-40-4-165. De-
ot Hamngmn 15: z7 119,

Rece Boldin 5-48, B.Johnson
434 Fonés 3.46, Sobey 3 23, Fitzgerald
212 Néwhouse 1°5 Detroft, R Williams 476,
Klones 135-25 5t X5 ryson 598; Alew
ander 18, Schlesinger 1

id goals—None.

Bills 42, Dolphins 32

Buffalo 1477 14-42
2130 8-32

(Bl Megee B eturn (Linden
imore 27 pass from Feeley (Mare

cobey
RSones

5 23<

Kick), 1
b E&J(—Euhus 15 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell

“Chambers 2 pass from Feeley (Mare

 Mia—Lee 15 pass from Fecley (Mare kick,
i Second Quarter
Mia—FG Mare 47,
Suf-evans 21 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell
Kick),

Third Quarter
Buf—Evans 69 pass from Bledsoe (Lindell
Kick), 0:00.
Fourth guarter

L Mot 0 ass rom ledsoe Qindel
ick),
s Mu;or 3 run (Chambers pass from

ley),

Buf—

|mercewans Fet.
Sacked Vards Lost

s-L
PamS ot

7-46
Time of Possession 30:19

173
29:41
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS |
Rushing—Buffalo, McG: rns
388l e Ly Moulds - mings 1y Mharmi,
o
(m

20-82, Konrad 2-18, King 3-8, Henry
n
ssing:-Buffalo, 19300277, Miami, Fee-

ey SEobi%
hecahving- Butalo, moulds 55, Fuans

4110 b S Neufeld 2.20. Reed
el M

15, Konrad 1-15 King 1
field goal—Bufalo, Lindell 38 (L.

Jets 29, Texans 7

Houston 0700-7
NY. Jets 33 716-29
t Quarter
NY—FG Brien 41, 4:30.
sewmil Quarter

Noosta szrun(Brown Kkick), 4:45.
rter
NY=Martin & rin (Enen K,

Martin 5 pos o bemnington (pass
a3,
—Becht 2 pass from Pennington (Brien

kick), 9:05.
IYFG Brien 25, 2:09.
A-T1875.
Hou  NY
First downs 13 26
Total Net Yards 230 360
Rushes-yards 2583 36210
ssing 41 150
Punt Returns 12 146
Kickoff Returns 71290 129
Interceptions Ret. 120 237
-Att- 12252 20271
Sacked-Yards Lost 3 15
3390 2400
A 10 00
penames Yards 548 649
Time of Possession 25:17 3443
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Houston, Davis 11:%2 Carr 4.1,
[P et N New

s 1:0.
York, Martin 23- 154 Jordan 11-65, Penning:

ig—Houston, Carr 12-25-2-157. New
Vorﬁ‘ Pennmgmn 20271155,
ol ton,  Adopnson, 71125,
Aowoong 17 Bava 1.4 Nor:
515! New York Sovell 638, McCareins
4 7 N 4.2, Chvebet .25, Carier 318,
Mgss -6, Becht 12 Jordan 1-(minus 1.
i

jeld goals—None.
Bears 24, Vikings 14

Minnesota 770 0-14

Chicago 710 0 7-24

t Qu X
ass from Hutchinson

chi—Clark 6
(Edinger kick), 4:47.
Min—Burleson a jpass. from Culpepper
(Andersen kick), 1:1

Chi—FG Edinger &3, nqzz
inson 40, pass from Culpepper

arter

Té 15 pass from Hutchinson
(Eﬂmger kvck)
ourth Quarte
pass. lmm Hutchinson
(Emn ernKICk), lD 23,

X Min  chi
First downs 2 21
Total Net Yards 131

ushes-yar 2146 35144
Passing 25 17
Punt Retur; 33 00
Kickoff Returns 561 350
Interceptions Ret. 00 395

omp-Att-Int 23333 18300
Sacked-Yards Lost 531 539

1340 3493

Fumbles-Lost 11 21
755

30559

us) mith
Culpeppér 650, Burlescn L35, Russell 14
M.Williams "1 Thomas 1555,
26, Hutchinson 314

gins 473, MWillams

Chica
Fonais. 44 Uones 32, Wade S &
231 Thomds 10, cide

Andersen

ieid goals- Minnesota,
38 (R Chicago, Eainger o5 .

Colts 51, Titans 24

see 24 00 0-24

Indianapolis 17 14 10 10-51
Ind—FG Vander ‘éag«?v 11:33.

—Bennett ‘from Volek (Ander-

Ten.
sonkick), 1037.

FG Anderson 45, 8:08.

Ind— ass from Manning
(Vandcréagt kvck). 5'1

ett 28 pass from Volek (Ander-

omesd run (Vanderiagt Kick) 1:33
Ten_ Benne!!A&pass from Volek (Ander-
son kick), :00.

ond Quarter
5 (5355 from Manning
(vzndenagi klck)
R houris 68 blocked FG return (Vander-
jagt kick), 5:05.

Ind-Fg Vandenam o
211

ind—. un&vandw’aﬂlk\ck) 4.
ne T 855 from Manning
(Vandenagt Kico, 12
-FG Vanderfagt 37, 657,

Ten  ind

7 29

340 567

25115 28150

25t

00 311

9216 349

3 253 23

one 2362 25342

Sacked-Yards Lost 7 18

4473 000

20 21

9105 788

ime of Possession 3305 2655
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

e CBrown _19-10
e S mings . Indlanap&
i 81105, Riodes. 442, anaing

-(mm s 3
Passing. Tentes

gl -(minys ¢
see, Volek 21-35-
indianapolis, ~ Mani

nanals, Stokiey 8153 Wayn
4106, Jar me5431 Pollar

Missed ol ~Tennessee, Anderson
43 (BK)

Bengals 27, Ravens 26

incinnati 03 02027
Balti 3314°6-2%

? uarter
Bal—FG Stover 2 zo sl
o e

n—FG Granans o1,

Bal—FG Stover 22, :04.
Tird Quarter

Bal—C. Ta{lor 1 run (Stover ick), 8:13.

iBel—Mcalister 64 fumble refurh (Siover

ick

Cin—C.lohmson 15 poss rom Paimer (Gra-
ham ki, 1455,
—C.Johnson 12 pass from Palmer (Gra-

al—FG Stover 38, 8:34.
—Houshmandzaden 9 pass from Palm-
er Graham e, 538,

White £

r21
- Cin pal
Boller 18351173,

Baltimors, &
Receiving—Cincinnati, Houshmandzadeh
10- 17LcJohnson51‘o 161, Kelly .25 Schobel

7 u

.ny lor
Dinkins 1-9, -4, White 1-(
(Missed Tield goal-incinad, Srahar 53

Rams 16, 49ers 6
isco

Sl 22 PecS ot Enandier ikins
ick, 9
¥ Wilking 52, 45,
Third Quarter
SF-FG T-peterson 40,755

i Guarier

StL_FG Wilkins 52,
A=65,793.

First downs
Total Net Yards
Rushes-yards

omp-Att-n
Sacked-Yards Lost
unts
mbles-Lost
Penalties-Vards
ime of Possession
NOVISUAL STATISTICS
Rushing—San_Francisco, Barlow 1948,
Hicks 316, Wison 1 % ety 11, ackeor
(minus 8], St. Lo Bl
er 1, Goodspeed 2.4, Yo
sing—San Fancnscn‘ Sdattoy 1021
m sL Louis, Buiger 3:40.22.” Chandier

Francisco, Barlow 3-21,
uoynzeo Y son .18 Beasiey 18 Walker

18 Conway 15 St Louts, Holt 10-160, 5. ack-
son 330, Qogdspeed 3-11. Bruce 218, Mc-
Donald 2:10, Cleeland 1-5.

Missed field goals—None.

Buccaneers 27, Falcons 0

Atlanta 000 0-0
Tampa Bay 67 7-21

7
First Quarter
TB—Pittman 4 run (Taylor kick), 7:05.
Second Quarter
B—FG Taylor 50, 1
TB—FG Taylor 30, 1

rd Quarter
TE—Salloway 36 pass from Griese (Taylor
ict

B Alstott1 T, 1ss.

T
First dow 315
Total Net Yards 25 47
ushes-yards 28163 3113
assing 2 s
Punt Returns 213 214
Kickoff Returns 6135 117
Interceptions Ret. 133 38
Comp-Att-Int 13303 13211
sacked-Yards Lost 523 316
5344 5424

Lost 22 10
bemateavaras Ny
i 3028 29:32

ime of Possession

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing —Atlanta, Vick &:81. Dunn 11.43,
DA EE i Foraea B bit

man 1768, Alstott 542, Smart 1:25, “Griese

{qn
? ) ptanta, Vick 13272115, Mohr
[3 1 oo chaub 0-2:1-0. Tampa uav, Griese

tlanta, White 3-37,

Dum 2, %mmm 23, Jenkins 1 B iy
rumpler cken 1 3 Tampa Bay,
A n2-12, Clay*

eiot 1o
sed ek Gosis None.

Pantllers 32, Saints 21

carolina 1313 0 6-32
New Orleans 077 7-21
First Quarter
Car—FG Kasay 30, 11:32.

Car—FG Kasay

Car—uhammad 10 pass from Delhomme
(Kasay K. 2,

nd Quar
Car—Goings & o (koo Kk, 1201,
Car—FG Kasay 46, 3:00.
~Horn"13 pass from Brooks (Carney

Quarter
NO—Horn 24 pass from Brooks (Carney
kick), 6:33.

car—fa Kasay 3 g
Car—FG Kasay 21, 203
k) tallworth 25 pass from Brooks (Car-

neyk ik
car  NO
First downs 25 15
Total Net Yards 41 280
Rushes-yards 2132 1130
assin 260 250
unt eturns 30 24
ickoff Returns 387 9237
acatpton et 232 00
22290 20402
acked-Yards Lost 425 11
ts 3437 5418
umbles-Lost 0 21
enalties-Yards 644 10104
ime of Possessior 4151 18:09
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing—Carolina, Goings 36-122, Hoover
4-10, Delhomme 2-0. New Orleans, McAllister
7-22, Brooks 4-8,

rasslng Carolina, Delhomme 22-29-0-294.

rleans, Brooks 20-40-2-251.

o Carolina, Muhammad 10-17
Goings G, Nianaum
bert 122, Pmem 121 |

Patriots 42, Browns 15
New England 112 0-a
Clevelant 15

NE—| Elohnson 93 k\%koff return (Vinatieri
s NkE) Dillon 4 run (Vinatieri kick), :16.

NE=Dillon 1 run (Vinatier Kick), 654
Cle--Bryant 16 pass from McCown (daw-
soi 50.

‘Third Quarter
NE—Gay 41 fumble return (Vinatieri kick),
NE-Faulk 42 run (Vinatieri kick), 7:28.

JobE~Fatten 44 pass from Brady (Vinatier
ich

urth
Cle—B: an(mpass!g)mMccown (Heiden
pass | (mm  McCown), 1

NE  Cle
First downs
Total Net Yards a2 287
Rushes-yards 50225 1756
Passin B 2
Punt Returr 35 T
Kickoff Ret s el
Interceptions Ret. 20 1
Comp-Att-int 161 20 33
Sacked-Yards Lost 336
Pu 355 oo
Fumbles-L 42 22
Penalties-Yards 760 784
Time of Possession 308 202
INDIVIDUAL STATISTI
%lana, Tifcs 15100,
b Brady 110, Pass
1, Davey '1-(minus_2). ‘Green
i Bl Rmanus 52 McComn 1, Novin:
cutis
- New England, Sracy 12.20-1157,
ey 0044 Clevela
5858 277 F Jackson
eceiving—New En Iaml Patten 374, Giv-
gns 325, Pass 219, Fauria 125 BJofinson
Graham 1-14, Bran

\eh 1.1, Wea
eland, Srant 711, Koriheutt
593, Echemandu 3-25, Green 3-24, Heiden

220,
Missed field goals—None.

Chargers 20, Broncos 17

Denver 0 7010-17
San Diego 0103 0-20

First Quarter
Sp~Tomlinson s un (Kaeding kick, 1201,
on

Den=Bell 16 o Hlam Kk
S Tominson T i aceind ek, 7:05.
SD—FG Kaeding 23,500
d Quarter
DG Kacding o5, S,

Quar
Den—Droughns 4run (Elzm o, 14
Den £ lam 31,5

ben  sD
First downs a1
IofalNet Yards 337 208
s-yard %74 3512
ing 263 8
it Returns &3 119
Kickoff Returns 45 488
Interceptions et 43
-AttInt 14271
acked Yards Lost 220
8465
mbjes Los 31
Penalties-Yar 119
ime of Posse: 3135
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing-—Denver. Droughns 1435, Sell

731, Plummer 26, Lelie 1-(minus 1.
Diedo, Tomlmson Ea m Chatman 247, Neal

8 Br 1-(Mminus 8).
enver. Bmmer 6404278,
san Dlegn Brees 14-27-1.

~Denver, Lelie 4-105, Smith 4:76,
nmugnnso 35 as 225 Putzier 1-39, Car”

well 1-0.
38 dates3an,

T arker
Iccarueu 215, Pecle 16,

Missed field goal—Denver, Elam 43 (WL).
Chiefs 34, Raiders 27
Kansas Ci 731410-34
Oakland 6 1“0 7-27

Oak~FG Janikomer o
G- Blaylock 20 pass from sreen (rynes

e Janikowsid 36, 106,
k—Curry 34 pass from Collns Ganikows-

Oak—Porter 1 pass from Colins (lni-
owski Kck
eszs s
ird Quar
—Jofnson STum (s ek, 10
; Ké:) Johnson 10 pass from Wecn tunes
icl

Fourth Quarter
0ak—Curry 26 pass from Collins UJanikows-

ick), 14:
KC—FG Tynes 22, 6

K€ Kenaon 76 pass from Green (Tynes
Kick), 2:04.

A=51292.
KC  Oak
First downs. 29 16
Total Net Yards 500 364
Rushes-yards 36163 10-30
assing, 30 33
it Returns 18 00
Kieholt Ren 5127 7-149
Interceptions Ret. 00 125
omp-Att-Int 23351 27-410
~acked Yards Lost 00 210
2320 3433
I
Amteeyards 745 649
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
ishing—Kansas_City, Johnson 20-118,
Byt 2 3 Creen %, Oakiand, Zareous

514, Redmond 12, Collins

415, Fargas
3-(minus-1).

Y, Sreen 23351340,

Kennison 8-149,

argas 3-17, Zereoue
335 Skart L% Ganiel i, Te ohnson 15
Missed field goals—None.

Redskins 31, Giants 7

N.Y. Giants 007 0-7
Washington 143 7-31

First
Was—Portis L run (HaH klck)‘ 547
Was—portis & poes

kick),
s Royal 9 pass from Ramsey (Hall

ia Ahird Quarter
Was—1
LAY Wai 33 KIckof return Chiiste Kck),
rth Quar

as—Cooley & pass from Ramsey (Hall
k|ck7. Lz

o Ramsey (Hall

NY  Was
First downs. 7 27
Total Net Yards 145 3
Rushes yards 15:38 45211
1071
ot Returns
Kickoff Returns
Interceptions Ret.

—zcked Varts Lost

Umbles-Lost
enalties-Yards
ime of Possession

15-38. Wash-
31-148, Betts 11-64, Ramsey

Rushing—New York, Barber
vn)m
-{ming

ork, Manning 12:25-0-113.
wmmmn Ramsey '19-22:0-17
Yok Shockey 323, Hill-

5
Zlowski 1-6, McCants 1.8,
Missed field goals—None.

SEE NFL SCORES ON PAGE 33
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Titans’ trickery no match for Colts offense

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Peyton
Manning doesn’t play video
games often, but when he does he
employs an unusual strategy.

“T always onside kick because I
don’t feel like playing defense,”
the Indianapolis quarterback
said.

Manning’s lights-out play is
prompting his real-life opponents
to take a similar approach.

Manning threw for 425 yards
and three touchdowns to help the
Colts overcome a creative game
plan from Tennessee in a 51-24
victory Sunday.

The Titans tried three onside
kicks in a row in a wild first quar-
ter and faked a punt from their 35
in the third, all in a desperate at-

Manning throws for 425 yards, 3 TDs in 51-24 rout

tempt to keep the Colts’ seeming-
ly unstoppable offense off the
ield.

None of it worked.
Edgerrin James ran for 105
yards and two , Bran-

That certainly was the case on
Sunday.

Indianapolis (9-3) won its fifth
straight and tied an NFL record
by topping 40 points for the

urth game.

don Stokley had eight catches for
a career-high 153 yards and a
score, and the Colts returned a
blocked field goal for a touch-
down to overwhelm the injury-de-
pleted Titans (4-8).

“We felt like our best chance to
win this game was to keep their of-
fense off the field,” Titans coach
Jeff Fisher said. “And we told the
guys, ‘So what if we don’t recover
it? They get it on the 40-yard line
and they're three plays away
from being on the 4-yard line any-
way. "

Only
tWO other teams have done it —
the 2000 St. Louis Rams and the
1960 Los Angeles Chargers.

Manning moved within four
TD passes of Dan Marino’s sea-
son record of 48 and tied Johnny
Unitas' 4S-year-old record by
throwing for multiple touch-
downs in 12 straight games from
the start a season.

But not before getting a scare
from the underdogs in the first
quarter.

Subbing for the injured Steve

McNair, Billy Volek gave the
Colts all they could handle with
three touchdown passes to Drew
Bennett for a 24-17 lead.

Volek was 6-for-9 for 180 yards
and the three scores to Bennett in
the back-and-forth quarter. After
each touchdown, the Titans at-
tempted onside kicks, recovering
two.

“It was fun, but frustrating,”
said Volek, who finished
21-for-35 for 269 yards, with two
interceptions. “It was kind of like
a track meet out there. I knew we
had to score every time.”

Colts coach Tony Dungy said
he was prepared for the ap-
proach, but it seemed to catch the
players off guard.

“Never, in my few years of play-
ing, have T seen that many differ-
ent things they were showing us
early on,” linebacker David
Thornton said. “The onside kicks,
fake punts, just things to keep us
rattled and take us out of our
game. We kept our composure as
a defense and weathered the
storm early on.”

The Colts responded with 34
straight points that came in a
hurry and from all directions.

Manning hit Stokley for a
28-yard TD to tie the game at 24
early in the second quarter.

Indianapolis took the lead for
good on Tennessee’s next posses-
sion when Montae Reagor
blocked a 43-yard field goal at-
tempt by Gary Anderson. Rob
Morris scooped up the loose ball
and rumbled 68 yards for a 31-24
lead.
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Patriots romp past rudderless Browns

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Although his team had a
35-point lead in the third quarter, New En-
gland coach Bill Belichick still had Tom
Brady throwing deep passes and kept the Pa-
triots blitzing on nearly every snap.

It was painful for 70,000 fans.

It was sheer pleasure for Belichick, who
never knew coaching in Cleveland could be so
much fun.

Despised when he was
with the Browns a decade
ago, Belichick diluted
some nasty memories as
the Patriots rolled to a
42-15 victory Sunday over
the depleted Browns in a
horrendous first game of

the post-Butch Davis era.

Bethel Johnson returned the opening kick-
off 93 yards for a touchdown and Corey Dillon
ran for 98 yards and two TDs before halftime
as the Patriots (11-1) cruised to their fifth
straight victory.

Belichick’s return came just days after
Davis resigned amid intense media scrutiny
and with the Browns (3-9) reeling. If anyone
could appreciate Davis’ plight it would be Beli-
chick, who received death threats while he
coached Cleveland from 1991 to 1995.

Johnson’s return set the tone for the Patri-
ots, who came in worried about the Browns
capping an emotional week by pulling off an
upset for interim coach Terry Robiskie.

“A lot of things bounced our way,” Brady
said. “It all started with Bethel.

Buccaneers 27, Falcons 0: At Tampa, Fla,
the Bucs (5-7) kept the first-place Falcons
(9-3) from clinching the NFC South by mak-
ing Michael Vick look ordinary for much of
the day.

Simeon Rice became the 22nd player in
league history to reach 100 sacks, getting Vick
on the ground twice and forcing a fumble to
set up a touchdown. Rice boosted his career
total to 101 in nine seasons.

Derrick Brooks also made it a miserable
day for the Atlanta quarterback, tipping an
ill-advised pass that Dwight Smith intercept-
ed in the end zone and sacking Vick once to
force a fumble that led to a field goal.

he loss also ended a four-game winning
streak for Atlanta.

Bears 24, Vikings 14: Chad Hutchinson,
who was surfing in California a little more
than two months ago, made his first Chicago
start a memorable one, throwing three TD
passes against the visiting Vikings.

Since the Bears (5-7) signed Hutchinson in
September following a season-ending knee in-
jury to Rex Grossman, he has spent most of
‘the time as a third-stringer.

AP

New England Patriots running back Corey
Dillon (28) bursts past the Cleveland Browns
defender Chaun Thompson (51) on Sunday.

In three previous games, the offense had
produced just one touchdown.

Minnesota (7-5) saw its playoff chances
hurt for the second straight year by a late-sea-
son loss to the Bears.

Jets 29, Texans 7: While Chad Penning-
ton’s return from a strained right rotator cuff
was far from perfect, Curtis Martin was stel-
lar yet again.

Pennington, back after missing three
games, directed three second-half touchdown
drives and Martin added his seventh 100-yard
game of the season to help the host Jets (9-3)
stay in the thick of the AFC playoff race.

The Jets had another solid defensive effort,
shutting out the Texans (5-7) in the second
half and allowing 10 or fewer points for the
third straight game.

Martin had 134 yards on 23 carries, going
over the 1,300-yard mark on the season.

Bills 42, Dolphins 32: In a shootout worthy
of Dan Marino and Jim Kelly, Drew Bledsoe
threw four touchdown passes, and the Bills
forced seven turnovers to win in Miami.

The Bills (6-6) have scored 117 points in the
past three games, all victories, and are in play-
off contention despite opening the season 0-4.

They completed a season sweep of the Dol-

phins (2-10), who fell to 0-8 against AFC oppo-
nents.

A.J. Feeley threw three touchdown passes,
all in the first 122 minutes, for Miami. He
also had a hand in six turnovers, including an
interception returned 20 yards for the game’s
final score by 317-pound tackle Pat Williams
with 1:55 left.

Willis McGahee carried 23 times for 91
yards for Buffalo.

Rams 16, 49ers 6: At St. Louis, Steven
Jackson ran for 119 yards on 26 carries, his
first career 100-yard game, to help the Rams
compensate for Marc Bulger’s shoulder inju-

ry.

Bulger had taken every snap this season be-
fore leaving with a sprained right shoulder
after a sack by Bryant Young late in the first
quarter. His replacement, 38-year-old Chris
Chandler, threw his first touchdown pass in
more than a year.

The Rams (6-6) added three field goals
from Jeff Wilkins, two from 52 yards, and
held the 49ers (1-11) to 63 yards rushing on 27
carries.

Panthers 32, Saints 21: At New Orleans,
John Kasay kept the Carolina Panthers’ late
run for a playoff berth on track with six field
goals, a team record. It was the Panthers’
fourth victory in a row and, in the weak NFC,
their 5-7 record has them in the middle of the
wild-card race.

The defending NFC champions put the
game out of reach early and stopped the
Saints’ second-half effort with two intercep-
llons, including one at the Carolina 11-yard

The Saints (4-8) have lost three straight and
seven of the last nine games.

Lions 26, Cardinals 12: At Detroit, Kevin
Jones ran for 196 yards and a touchdown, end-
ing the Lions’ five-game losing streak.

Jason Hanson was 4-for-4 on field goals and
Dre’ Bly had two interceptions for the Lions

S-7).
Arizona (4-8) lost its third straight with its
third quarterback in four weeks. Rookie John
Navarre, who hadn’t taken a snap in the regu-
lar season, threw four interceptions and was
18-for-39 for 168 yards with a TD.

Redskins 31, Giants 7: At Landover, Md.,
the Redskins (4-8) broke a three-game losing
streak and broke the 20-point barrier for the
first time since Joe Gibbs returned as coach,
ending their longest such drought since the
1930s.

Clinton Portis ran for 148 yards and scored
twice. The Redskins are 4-0 when Portis runs
for 100 yards, 0-8 when he doesn’t.

Derrick Ward’s 92-yard kickoff return in
the third quarter was the only score for the Gi-
ants (5-7), who have lost five straight.
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Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roeth-
lisherger, left, looks for a receiver during
the third quarter against the Jacksonville
Jaguars Sunday.

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Ben Roethlis-
berger has practiced the same scenario
nearly every day since training camp.

He has 1:47 remaining, no timeouts and
needs a field goal to win.

No wonder he made it look so easy Sun-
day night.

by a rookie quarterback. “I want to have
control of the outcome of the game.”

He had plenty of help, too.

Lee Mays made two huge catches, Reed
drilled the kick and coach Bill Cowher ef-
fectively managed the clock.

Cowher used all three timeouts before
the 2-minute warning as Jacksonville was
driving for the go-ahead field goal, preserv-
ing plenty of time for his offense.

The rookie quarterback
drive that set up Jeff Reed’s 37-yard fleld
goal with 18 seconds to play that gave the
Pittsburgh Steelers a 17-16 victory over
Jacksonville and extended their winning
streak to 10 games.

“It's something special what he’s doing,”
guard Alan Faneca said. “Is a rookie quar-
terback supposed to win a game like that
on the road in a hostile environment in
prime time? Probably not. That says a lot
about him. He’s special.”

The drive covered 56 yards in six plays
after Josh Scobee made a 36-yard field
goal with 1:55 left to put the Jags ahead.

Roethlisberger was 3-forf-4 for 39 yards
on the winning drive, and his only incom-
pletion came on a spike after he calmly let
the clock run down to leave the Jaguars
with little time for a comeback.

“Iwant the ball in my hands,” said Roeth-
lisberger, who set a record for most wins

got much of
the credit.

“He did a phenomenal job standing in
the pocket and staying composed,” receiv-
er Hines Ward. “That’s one of his charac-
teristics.”

Roethlisberger was 14-for-17 for 221
yards and two touchdowns. He also ran for
140 yards after three rather sluggish games
in an otherwise brilliant first season.

Jacksonville (6-6) had one last shot after a
19-yard completion from Byron Leftwich to
Jimmy Smith, which gave Scobee a shot at a
60-yarder. It fell just short and wide right.

“Ithought I had it, but it doesn’t matter if
you miss it by 100 feet or 1 foot,” Scobee

said.

The Steelers (10-1) are one win from
clinching the AFC North and hold a tie-
breaker for home-field advantage in the
AFC over the New England Patriots. They
also hold a four-game lead over Baltimore
with four games left.

Steelers closing in on AFC North

Jacksonville, which could have moved
into a tie with Baltimore and Denver for
the final AFC wild-card spot, lost its third
in a row and remains a game behind those
two. The Jaguars have had 11 of their 12
games decided in the final minute.

Pittsburgh scored touchdowns on its
first two possessions, but was held without
a point for the rest of the game until the
final drive.

In the first three quarters, the Jags
moved inside the Pittsburgh 15 three
times, but came out with only six points —
Scobee missed a 32-yard field-goal attempt
in the second quarter and made two others.

“It was as tough a loss as we’ve had since
the AFC championship game in 1999,” said
Smith, who has been with the Jaguars
since their founding as an expansion team
10 seasons ago.

The Jaguars tied it at 7 when Leftwich
connected with Troy Edwards for a
22-yard score.

Pltlsburgh made it 14-7 on Roethlisberg-
er’s 26-yard pass to tight end Jay Riemers-
ma to cap a 72-yard drive.

“It’s frustrating that we didn’t get the job
done when we pulled ahead,” Jags coach
Jack Del Rio said. “There were a lot of dif-
ferent ways the game could have ended in
our favor. It didn’t happen. We didn’t come
in here to play close. We came in here to
win.”

Green leads Chiefs’

Bengals stun
Ravens with
comeback

BY DAVID GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Carson Palm-
er had the type of game the Cin-
cinnati Bengals envisioned when
they made him the top pick in the
2003 draft: 382 yards passing,
three touchdowns and one uplift-
ing comeback victory.

The fact that it occurred
against the Baltimore Ravens
made his performance that much
more impressive — and the win
much sweeter.

Palmer threw for 200 yards
and three in the

Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Carson Palmer, left, is protected by his
line as he waits in the pocket to pass during the fourth quarter.

found their way into the arms of
TJ.

fourth quarter, and the Bengals
rallied from a 17-point deficit to
beat the Ravens 27-26 on Sunday.

Shayne Graham kicked a
24-yard field goal as time ex-
pired, giving Cincinnati its first
win in Baltimore in eight tries
since 1996.

“It was important to do this
against a division team, and to ex-
orcise another demon here,” said
Bengals second-year coach Marv-
in Lewis, Baltimore’s defensive
coordinator from 1996-01.

It also was Cincinnati’s first
road victory against a team with a
winning record since 1990, and
marked the second-biggest come-
back on the road in franchise his-
tory — second only to an 18-point
rally in 1996 against Baltimore.

The comeback came against a
defense that entered the game
tied for the NFL lead in fewest
points allowed, and for three quar-
ters the Ravens played up to that
billing. But a 20-3 advantage dis-
appeared under a barrage of
Palmer passes, most of which

and Chad
Johnson.

“For us, that was uncharacteris-
tic,” Ravens defensive coordina-
tor Mike Nolan said.

Matt Stover’s fourth field goal
put the Ravens up 26-24 with 1:42
left, but Palmer calmly drove Cin-
cinnati (6-6) into position for the
winning Kick, covering 60 yards
in seven plays.

A 32-yard pass to Housh-
mandzadeh and a 22-yarder to
Johnson were the key plays in the
drive.

Palmer, a second-year pro,
went 29-for-36 in compiling a ca-
reer high in passing yardage.
Houshmandzadeh had 10 catches
for 171 yards, and Johnson
amassed 161 yards on 10 recep-
tions.

“T.J. was making plays. Chad
was making plays,” Palmer said.

“And when you give your quar-
terback a chance to throw the ball
like that, against probably the
best front seven in this game,
those guys are going to get open.
The O-line played llgh!s out, and
we ended up winning.”

Before Sunday, the Bengals
had been outscored 73-50 in the
fourth quarter.

“Our goal is to make the play-
offs, and we couldn’t have lost
this game and still had that goal,”
Houshmandzadeh said.

After scoring S8 points a week
earlier against Cleveland, the
Bengals could muster only a field
goal through the opening 45 min-
utes. But Palmer brought Cincin-
nati back.

“I think that was definitely a
breakout game for him,” Bengals
guard Eric Steinbach said. “He
just led the huddle. We had to
score quick, and that's what we
did.”

Chester Taylor ran for 139
yards and a touchdown in place of
the injured Jamal Lewis, but it
wasn't enough for the Ravens
(7-5) because Palmer was too
good.

“He’s a gifted young athlete,
he’s playing well, very poised,”
said Ravens coach Brian Billick,
who conceded that Baltimore’s
bid to reach the playoffs took a se-
vere blow.

rally over Raiders

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Kan-
sas City Chiefs watched Oakland
celebrate several big plays early
in the game, and they got angry.

Then, Trent Green took over
and nobody could get him to brag
about it.

Questionable all week because
of sore ribs, Green almost sin-
gle-handedly brought the Chiefs
back in the second half. He com-
pleted 14 of 15 passes after half-
time for 229 of his 340 yards and
connected with Eddie Kennison
for a tiebreaking 70-yard touch-
down with 2:04 left in Kansas
City’s 34-27 victory over the Raid-
ers on Sunday.

“From the overall game man-
agement standpoint, it was my
best game,” said Green, who
didn’t know for sure until Friday
that he would play.

Green completed his first 12
passes after halftime, and his
only incomplete toss was batted
down by Sam Williams.

“Trent did a beautiful job,”
coach Dick Vermeil said. “Some-
times I take him for granted be-
cause you see him do so many
wonderful things. I don’t know if
any quarterback has played a bet-
ter second half of football than he
played today.”

Kennison's  winning ~ catch
came at the 35, then he ran out of
the grasp of rookie safety Stuart
Schweigert. The Chiefs (4-8)
scored on all four of their sec-
ond-half possessions to end a
four-game losing streak.

Kennison finished with eight
catches for 149 yards.

Larry Johnson scored two sec-
ond-half touchdowns, on a 5-yard
run and a 10-yard reception from
Green. Johnson was given the
game ball and was praised by gen-
eral manager Carl Peterson.

“A lot of people in the media
said 1 couldn’t do what I did
today,” said Johnson, the team’s
top draft pick in 2003. “T knew if I
got the opportunity, 1 could do
something.’

Raiders quarterback Kerry Col-
lins earned cheers for once from
Oakland’s unforgiving fans, but
couldn’t pull off a victory in the
wamng seconds as he did a week
ago in a thrilling 25-24 win at Den-
ver in the snow. Collins was
sacked in Oakland’s final drive
and also threw four incomplete
passes.

The Raiders (4-8) haven't won
at home since beating Tampa Bay
in Week 3.

Collins connected with Ronald
Curry for two of his three touch-
down passes and was 27-for-41
for 343 yards without an intercep-
tion.

Curry had TD receptions of 34
and 26 yards for the Raiders be-
fore being carted off with 5:46 re-
maining with what is probably a
torn left Achilles’ tendon. Jerry
Porter caught a 51-yard scoring
pass.

Curry was having a career
game when he took a hard hit
from safety Willie Pile on a
22-yard catch with 5:46 left in the
fourth quarter.

Curry had nine catches for a ca-
reer-high 141 yards — a Raiders’
season high — and two touch-
downs. He was scheduled to have
an MRI on Monday.
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Eagles ascend
to new heights on
McNabb’s five TDs

San Diego Chargers quarterback Drew Brees is hit from bel

d by Denver Broncos’ John Lynch during the

fourth quarter of the Chargers 20-17 victory Sunday in San Diego. Brees fumbled but San Diego recovered.

Defense sparks Chargers

San Diego controls AFC West after reining in Broncos

BY BERNIE WILSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Drew Brees
doesn’t have to win every game
for the San Diego Chargers.

n a cold, wet afternoon when
San Diego’s quarterback wasn't
his usual precise self, the defense
came up huge in the Chargers’
biggest game in a decade.

The Chargers — yes, the Charg-
ers — are in control of the AFC
West after escaping with a 20-17
victory over the Denver Broncos
on Sunday. San Diego’s defense
saved the day by intercepting
Jake Plummer four times, includ-
ing in the end zone in the closing
minutes, and LaDainian Tomlin-
son ran for two touchdowns.

ur defense carried us

today,” Tomlinson said. “They

were the reason we won this
ame.”

The Chargers (9-3) clinched
their first winning season since
1995 and took a two-game lead in
the division over Denver (7-5).

Now all that's left for Tomlin-
son, Brees, Antonio Gates and
rest of the Chargers to do in this
surpnsmg season is to clinch a

berth, which they haven’t
done since 1995.

San Diego is on a six-game win-
ning streak for the first time since
going 6-0 to open the 1994 season,
when it made its only Super Bowl
appearance. Overall, the Charg-
ers have won eight of nine.

Brees, the biggest reason be-
hind the Chargers’ turnaround
from last year’s NFL-worst 4-12
record, had his least-productive
game of the season. He complet-
ed just 14 of 27 passes for 106
yards and no touchdowns. His
club-record streak of 194 passes
without an interception ended in
the first quarter when he over-
threw Gates and was picked off
by Kenoy Kennedy.

Points were hard to come by in
this game, but true to the teams’
AFL roots, it wasn’t boring.

The Chargers scored only three
points in the second half, when
they were bailed out by their de-
fense.

The biggest play came with
3:39 left after the Broncos drove
to the Chargers’ 7-yard line. Safe-
ty Jerry Wilson intercepted Plum-
mer’s pass in the end zone after
cornerback Drayton Florence —
who had an interception in the
opening minutes — tipped a fade
pass intended for Rod Smith.

“I was telling those corner-

BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Donovan
McNabb insisted his best is yet to
me.

Its sure going to be tough to
top his performance Sunday in
the Philadelphia Eagles’ 47-17 vic-
tory over Green Bay.

McNabb threw a career-high
five touchdown passes, had a
team-record 464 yards passing
and completed his first 14 passes.

“Week in and week out, we're

said. “Our expectations are at the
highest point, which is to win the
Super Bowl. I don’t think you can
get any higher than that.

“We haven’t played that per-
fect game yet. We hope it comes
at the right time.”

The NFC East champion Ea-
gles are 11-1 for the third time in
team histol

Brian Westbrook had 11 catch-
es for 156 yards and three TDs,
and Terrell Owens caught eight
passes for 161 yards and one

score.

McNabb finished 32-for-42 and
broke the passing record held by
Randall Cunningham (447 yards

i in 1989

backs, ‘Be and just get
ahand on the ball,” ” Wilson said.
“Especially in this weather, it was
bound to happen.”

Florence was making just his
second start of the season because
cornerback Sammy Davis is out in-
definitely with a leg injury.

“I just played through his
hands and read his eyes and
made a big play,” Florence said.

Plummer said throwing the
fade route was just one of his op-
tions on the play.

“It was a jump-ball situation. T
trust Rod. He went up there and
almost had it. I wish I handed the
ball off but you can’t go back,”
Plummer said.

One drive earlier, the Broncos
drove to the 14 but had to settle
for Jason Elam’s 31-yard field
goal after Jamar Fletcher and
Clinton Hart batted down passes
by Plummer.

Tomlinson finished with 113
yards on 30 carries, pushing him
past the 1,000 yard mark for the
fourth straight season.

Plummer threw for 278 yards,
but completed just 16 of 40 passes
for no touchdowns.

vs. in X

“We spread the ball around. Ev-
eryone contributed,” McNabb
said. “We sent that message out
that week in and week out we
come ready to play.”

Since losing to Pittsburgh 27-3
last month, the Eagles have won
four in a row by at least 20 points,
outscoring  their  opponents
151-50.

“I don't think any defense can
stop us,” Westbrook said. “The
thing that is going to stop is our-
selves.”

It certainly wasn’t Green Bay.

Philadelphia snapped  Green
Bay’s six-game winning streak,
but the Packers (7-5) remained
tied with Minnesota for first place
in the NFC North.

Brett Favre threw two intercep-
tions that led to Philadelphia’s
first two scores. His streak of
games with a TD pass was
snapped at 36, second in NFL his-
tory to Johnny Unitas’ 47 straight.

I don't think that we put up
much effort or that we put up
much of a game going up against
them, but they_ are pretty damn
good,” Favre sai

A rematch of a lhnl]mg playoff

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/KRT

Safety Brian Dawkins celebrates
Sunday after making one of the
Eagles’ two interceptions against
Packers quarterback Brett Favre.

game 11 months ago, this one
never lived up to the hype. The
Eagles scored four TDs in the sec-
ond quarter, led 35-3 at halftime
and rested most of their starters
in the fourth quarter.

They made their mark in the
team record book before that.

Owens and Westbrook gave the
Eagles two 150-yard receivers in
a game for the first time since
1962. Owens set the team record
for TD receptions in a season
(14), snapping a tie with Hall of
Famer Tommy McDonald (twice)
and Mike Quick. Owens also
broke the team record with his
seventh 100-yard game.

“I just thank God for Donovan.
It’s special. I can’t put into words
what he means to me,” Owens

McNabb threw TD passes of 41
yards to Owens; 9, 41
yards to Westbrook; 6-ydrd»
er to . Smith. David Akers
klcked four field goals in the sec-

Eagles coach Andy Reid broke
reasy Neale's franchise record
with his 67th win in his sixth sea-
son in Philadelphia. Reid is 67-34,
with three trips to the NFC title
game, in six seasons.

Favre finished 14-for-20 for
131 yards. Running back Ahman
Green wasn't a factor in his first
game after sitting out with
bruised ribs last week.

Sunday’s NFL stars:

Quarterbacks

novan McNabb, Eagles, threw a ca-

Running backs

B Kevin Jones, Lions, ran for 196 yards on 26 carries,
both th careet ighs for

e rool
chdown run
rizor

ey yards passing in a 47-17 win over |
Green Bay. y
= Peyton Manning, Colts, was 25-0f.33

for 433 yards with hree touchdow
w5124 win

Receivers

ian Westbrook, Eagles
catches. for 156

and hit Eddie Kennison for a_tiebreaking
70-yard touchdown with 2:04 left in Kansas
City's 34-27 victory over Oakland.

Rl 5L Touls beat $an Frandisco 16:6.

had 11

ards
e eaate el Owent addcs elgm
catches for 161 yards and one score in a

47247 win over Green Bay.
B Srandon Stokley, Colts inished w\(he\%hl

catches for a career-higl

while teammate M

RS Tt Kaaad Gy

T Pa
317Founds 20

tagkles Ina

21
twapssas by Daunta Culpepger in Chica-
90s 24-14 victory over Minnesota.

touchdowns i ol

Defense

¢ Williams, Bils, lumbered s
rds toa T with an inter:
o, one of five picks by the Sils in a
i i.
/L8 onnit Edwards, Chargers, had 2
L7 uctoly againet bemvar,
ad 14 tackles

and LB Derrick
a

umah, Bears, picked off
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Bonds, Giambi, Sheffield
unlikely to be punished
by MLB, Page 27

BCS gives Auburn, Cal boot

USC, Oklahoma
head to Orange;
Texas gets Rose

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

The Bowl Championship Series never
fails to leave a team or two feeling unful-
filled.

This year, it's Auburn and California.

Southern California and Oklahoma fin-
ished atop the final Bowl Championship Se-
ries standings Sunday and will meet in the
Orange Bowl on Jan. 4 in a title game that
— again — might not end the argument

over who is No. 1.

Auburn, 12-0 just like the top two teams,
finished third in the BCS points system
that relies on The Associated Press and
coaches polls, plus computer ratings. So
the Tigers will have to settle for a Sugar
Bowl berth against Virginia Tech on Jan. 3.

“They got the edge because they were 1

&k 1t just shows
it’s a faulty
system, and

we’ve got to do
something to

change it up.9¥
Aaron Rodgers
Cal quarterback

and 2 all year, and even if they did struggle
to beat someone or had a tough game, no
one [said] anything,” Auburn quarterback
Jason Campbell said. “We beat Tennessee
twice, we beat Georgia, we beat LSU.

“Last year, Oklahoma lost in the Big 12
championship game and they still got to
g

At least Auburn gets to play in one of the
glamour games.

California was left out of the BCS alto-
gether after Texas passed the Golden
Bears for fourth in the final standings. The
Longhorns (10-1) will play Big Ten
co-champion Michigan (9-2) in the Rose
Bowl. The Bears (10-1) were relegated to
the Holiday Bowl, certainly not the show-
case they were hoping for as the
fourth ranked team in the country.

“It just shows it’s a faulty system, and
we've got to do something to change it up,”
Cal quarterback Aarun Rodgers said. “I
bet Auburn is pretty ticked, t

Southern California ﬁmshed with .9770
in the standings, and Oklahoma had .9681.
Auburn’s grade was .9331. Oklahoma’s
strong computer rankings kept the Sooners
ahead of the Tigers in the BCS standings,
while Southern California held on to first
place thanks to the polls.

SEE BCS ON PAGE 28

Chargers running back LaDainian Tomlinson, who ran for 113 yards and two touchdowns, celebrates San Diego’s victory over Denver.
The Chargers secured their first winning season since 1994 and have a two-game lead in the AFC West. See Page 35 for details.

Charngersiaimingihigh
after'sixth straight'win

AP

McNabb keeps Eagles
on high with 5 TDs
against Packers
Page 35

Manning’s old tricks
trump new ones
tried by Titans
Page 33

Richardson makes sure Suns’ dry spell isn’t long rs | |INNHIIN]



